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WH EN ^u hear the king of Pruffia 
mentioned in the fouthern parts of 
Germany, yoti think they are fpeaking of an 
angei of death, whofc employment and amufe • 
ment it is to kill the people by hundreds and 
thoufands, to burn cities and villages, and to 
be the firft general of his day. This opinion 
commonly refts upon the fame ground as ano- 
ther, which was very generally received by the 
common people during the laft Silefian war, 
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2 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY* 

of the king of Pruflia^s having taken up arnms 
againft France and Auftria for the extirpation of 

the Roman-catholic religion, Auftria had of- 
ten recourfe to fuch little artifices; flie was wont 
to appeal to the religious and paflionate feelings 
of the people, whenever her troops were beaten, 
and probably found fome confolation in it, not 
that only which arifes from exciting compaflion, 
Ijut the more fubftantial one of the fupport de- ' 
rived from the riches and forces of fome of the 
catholic princes of Germany. Such prejudices 
in the populace arc eaCly produced; but when 
you read in the writings of fome of the moft " 
famous Auftrian ftatefmen and literati that 
the king of Pruffia's whole fyftem is con- 
trived for thie purpofe of making himfelf terrible 
to,his neighbours, of plundering them, and of 
living by robbery, you do not know whether 
to laugh moft at their ignorance, or be moft 
afliamed at their impudence. 

. Out of Germany, they look upon the king* 
of Pruffia as a great general, but are not there- 
fore blind to his other virtues. Our country* 
men, whofe impartiality and jufticc in judging 
of the merits of great men no body can con- 
trovert, read his civil ordinances, his hn mots, 
and the anecdotes of what pafles in his family, 
with as much pleafure. as. they do, the accou^it of 
2 his 



TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANT. 3 

his expeditions, v Even they however, impartial 
as tliey are, form quite a falfe opinion of the 
king, when they confider his military conduft 
as the greateft of his exertions, and think his 
principal merit confifts in being the greateft ge- 
neral of his day. ^t is natural enough for the 
love of fplendid aftions to make us more 
attentive to the buftle which has attended his 
fervices in the field, than to his ftill and bene- 
volent occupations. But we fhould not there- 
fore afcribe to him a love of this buftle, and a 
delight in the occupations of war, which no 
king upon earth likes left than he does. 

Nouriflied in the arms of the mufes, and 
attentive only to the progrefs of philofophy, 
fcarce had he afcended the throne, when one of 
the moft extraordinary events of this century 
happened, an event which muft naturally call 
his attention very ftrongly to it. He was one of 
the many princes' who had pretenfions to the 
fucceffion of Charles VI. What he claimed 
was fome Marquifates in Silefia. The point was 
how efFeftually ro fecure thefe rights. Moft 
probably he would have taken the part of Maria 
Therela, attacked as flic was on all fides, had a 
proper attention been paid to his requifitions, 
but the Auftrian mirtiftry, ever blinded by its 
own confequence, only anfwered his manifeftoes 

B 2 with 



4 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY* 

with inlblence and contempt. The confequcncc 
was, that ' after having defeated the imperial 
troops in the field>' he made free with all Silefiaji 
which gave great offence. Then however • he 
difcpvered the moderation of his nature, for it 
would have been cafy for him, by fupporting 
Charlesyil. to have funk a houfe, which was 
the moft dangerous to him in all Europe, But 
his politics did not allow him to commit an in- 
juftice. . ' • 

It was neither the king of Pruflia's love of 
plunder, . nor any thing indeed, except the pride 
qf the Auftrian miniftry, and the little kiiow- 
ledge it had of the ftrength of tite ..PruiJian 
dominions, that was the true caufe of the lofs 
of Silefia, . ' The Auftrians defpifed a court 
which had no princes and dukes in its pay, but 
only merchants and Knights i quaranto Ecus* (or 
miniflers and generals. They faw no further 
than the outfide of the court of the prefent 
king's father, who, under the malk of a ridi- 
culous Angularity, had laid the foundation of 
the Pruflian greatnefs ; they laughed at his un- 
powdered hair, his dirty boots, his turnep din- 
ner^, and his tall men. People kn^jy. hot that 

' * * * 

thefe tall men, whom they Ipoked upon only 

as his particular amufeiiiient, were under the belt 

• '^^k- of 

^Kaights worth fifty crowns: 
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©f difcipline ; they knew not that his unbetitled 
and unbejiringed minifters were the moft enlight- 
ened patriots ; that the moft exaft oecohomy had' 
made the finall country of Pruflia richer than the 
proud and mighty Auftria. In fine, they knew 
not that Spartan oeconomy, and Spartan fubor- 
dination, which this ridiculous king was making 
the charafteriftic of the nation, muft get the 
better of indolence, effeminacy, and profufion, 
even though the tribe of gentlemen had not been 
lb numerous in Auftria, as it was. 

This ignorance was the true thing which fomc 
perfons have afFefted to call the good fortune 
of the prefent king of Pruflia. 

The invafion of Bohemia, which took place 
fome time after the conqueft of Silefia, was 
undertaken in confcquence of the moft prefling 
and repeated inftances of the emperor, the head 
of the German empire, of which the king was 
a member. 

I have converfed with an old and refpeftablc 
Dutch officer, who accompanied count Secken- 
dorfF, as adjutant, to Berlin, when he went to 
defire the king to help the emperor out of the 
diftrefs which he muft otherwife have funk 
under. The king was for a long time deaf to 
ail reptefentations and. entreaties. As couht 
Seckendbrff was preffing him one day upon the 

B 3 parade^ 



6 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

parade, he (hewed him a regiment which had 
fuffered confiderably in the firft Silefian war. 

* Behold/ fays he, < what war cofts me -, this 
' regiment has loft above half its men, and 
' fhall I exppfe my people to the danger of being 

* fo roughly handled again f — This is the king 
whom people cry out upon as a robber and 
tyrant ! — Seckendorff, who was a greater ftatef- 
man than he was a general, in vain tried all 
his rhetoric to carry hi& point, nor would any 
thing have induced the king again to become 
the enemy of Auftria, but the being informed in 
what an unmanly manner the Auftrians had be- 
haved in Bavaria, how they had plundered the 
archives, robbed the nobility, laid wafte the 
country, and carried the peafents into captivity; 
t;hat in fhort, their known pride, their fpirit of 
revenge, and their cruelty, gave caufe to appre- 
hend every thing for the houfe of Bavaria. 

The king undertook to free the emperor 
from his diftrefs, without hurting Auftria much, 
and he compafled it with a moderation, which 
the unprejudiced part of the world ftill admires. 
He obliged prince Charles to give the emperor 
breathing room, by forcing him to haften with 
his army from the Rhine to Bohemia. • When 
he had done this he was quiet, and aiking no- 
thing for himfelf, was contented with having 

done 
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done what equity and the ihare he took, in the 
emperor's calamity required of him. It is well 
known what little fhare his love of robbery and 
conqueft had in the breaking out of that war in 
which he eclipfed all that had been done by an- 
cient or modern heroes. In the very heat of 
this war> in which he himfelf gathered fo many 
laurelsj he wrote a letter to Voltaire, filled with 
wiihes for philofophical quiet, and full of la« 
mentations on the cruelties of war. Very far 
from being intoxicated with his fame, and un- 
tainted with any degree of the pride which 
filled the bread of that Roman governor, who 
returning from the government of a diftant 
province, thought that all Italy mud incefTantly 
be filled with the praife of his adminiftration ; 
he afked Gellert, who fued to him for peace 
in the middle of the theatfe of war, whether he 
had not beard or feen that there were three 
powers in arms againft him ; and whether he 
thought it depended upon him to make Ger- 
many a prefent of peace ! So free was he from 
being elated with the eclat of his wonderful 
arms, and fo far from thinking of higher things 
than how to defend himfelf. 

In this wonderful letter to Voltaire, he pro- 
jnifes, when he (hall once be quiet, to cut oIF 
the moft diftant pretences for war, nor to take 

B 4 any 
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any concern in the politics of Europe ; but td 
give up all his time to the improvement of 
his own country, amidft the bleffings of peace. 
This promife he has hitherto moft religioufly 
adhered to. You think, perhaps, that he did 
not, in the affair of the divifion of Poland; but 
he took the leaft part poflible in that affair. 
The world will be aftoniflied, when the particu- 
lars 'of this bufinefs come to be known, as 
none has ever been fo mifreprefented and dif- 
torted by political motives. I coUefted at 
Vienna, fome very extraordinary documents 
relative to this matter, which I will communi- 
cate to you when we meet. Thus far is noto- 
rious to all mankind, that in this famous par- 
tition, the king had not a third of what fell to 
Ruflia, nor a quarter of what Auftria had. 
A ftronger proof of the king's moderation, and 
of his pacific difpofition, it is impoffible to give. 
Poffibly the divifion would have been a little 
more equal if ever the parties had come to 

blows. 

« 

In the laft Bavarian war, he again obferved 
the fame wonderful moderation. The caufe of 
his taking up arms was, to reftore the houfe of 
Wittelfbach to its inheritance, and to maintain 
the conftitution of the empire ; which, as a 
member of that body, he was bound to proteft. 

He 
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He aflced nothing for himietf, and did not go a 
ftcp Farther than he was forced to, by the 
ftrongeft neceffity. No monarch ever went into 
the field with greater magnanimity, and greater 
difintereftednefs, than the king of Pruflia did 
on this occafion. — Since the twenty years he has 
given himfelf to philofophy, he has let fevera! 
other occafions go by, which would not have 
been mifled by another monarch who had had 
the fame powers of war in hand as he had, and 
the warlike difpofition commonly attributed to 
him. 

No prince can manifcft more regard for man- 
kind, than what is Ihewn by the king of Pruflia 
every day. He interefts himfelf as much in the 
welfare of a common farmer, as in the flourilh- 
ing of the greateft houfe of trade in his domini- 
ons. It is his greeted pride, and his greateft 
pleafure, to read in the yearly lifts, that the po- 
pulation of his country has increafed. He has 
not been feen fo cheerful for many years, as he 
was upon finding, by the lift given in laft year, 
that the number of the new-born children within 
the year, far furpaffed the number of the dead. 
A king who has this way of thinking, is a war- 
rior only when neceffity compels him to it. 
His Lacedemonian armies only fcrve the pur- 

pofe of enabling him to cultivate his country 

in 
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in peace, and to bring his law-fuits with hh 
ficighbours to a fpeedy conclufion. They are 
evidently not the end of his government, but 
the means ; and it is only thofe who are con- 
tented with viewing the outfide of things, and do 
not look into the (prings of the Pruflian go- 
vernment, who think them the great objeft. 

Some of the Auftrian writers think the king 
could not keep up his armies, if he did not, at 
certain periods, take a ihare in the difturbances 
of his neighbours, and raife out of them a fufE- 
cient revenue for the fervice of fome years ; but 
this is one of thofe aflertions which it is impoT-* 
fible to hear without laughing. 

More than half the army, as JL have already 
told you, are foreign troops. They fubfift on 
the produce of the country, the confiimp- 
tion of which is immediately conne6bed with 
the progrefs of agriculture. Their clothes and 
linen are made of materials which grow in the 
country, fo that they promote induftry both by 
contributing to the railing the firft materials, and 
by the working of them. Their pay likewife is 
iflfued from the treafury, in fuch a way as greatly 
to aflift the general circulation. After their 
time of fervice has expired, many hundreds of 
the foreign troops continue in the country, and 
jb promote the purpofes of agriculture and 

commerce 
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commerce ; but the greateft part of the natives 
are always upon furlow^ and work at home* 
Upon the whole, both induftry and agriculture 
lather gain than lofe by the army. Indeed you 
can call only the foreigners a Handing army; 
for the natives are, in time of peace, as Moore 
has obferved, a regular, well-behaved, and 
cafily raifed militia. 

All the military regulations have thefe two 
ends in view; that of preventing the improve- 
ment of agriculture from fufFering by the num* 
ber of troops ; and that of making them fubfer- 
vient to the circulation of money. For thefe 
purpofes the annual reviews always take place at 
the time of year when feweft hands are wanted 
for the purpofes of agriculture, &c. The troops 
are quartered in the feveral provinces in the 
exaft proportion of the revenue of thefe pro- 
vinces, fo that no money can go this way from 
one province to another. Every thing is pre- 
cifely upon a par. Silefia has juft as many 
troops more as Brandenburgh, as it has more 
revenue ; and the other provinces in the fame 
proportion. As the army raifes near two- 
thirds of the revenue of the ftate, there remains 
by this means more gold in the provinces than 
there is in any other country in Europe, where 
commonly the gold flows to the middle, and 

the 
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the' capital grows rich at the expencc. of the 
country. Each regiment has a peculiar part of 
the country affigned. it for recruiting, and in 
this, or near.it, are cpihmonly its (landing 
quarters. By this means the troops are not 
only eafily got together when they are wanted, 
but the father has always his fon in the neigh- 
bourhood, to help him to improve his land, and 
at the annual review time, the latter has not far 
to go to join his regiment. It is inconceivable 
how, after this, fuch clamours Can be raifed 
againft the king of Pruflfia, on account of his 
army, and how it can be reprefented as hurtful 
to the country. Thofe of the foldiers who are 
natives, do not fpcnd a longer time with the 
army than their fellows in the Englifti or Swifs 
militia's. Indeed the maritime fervice in one 
of thefe countries, and the cuftom of letting out 
troops for hire, which prevails in the other, tend 
to deprive them of hands to till the foil, whereas 
the Pruffian army increafes the number of cul- 
tivators. 

ThePruffian army confifts of about 190,000 
men, and colls the king yearly about 20 mil- 
lions of florins, or 52 millions of our livrcs*. 
7'hefe menare, indeed, difciplined into a ftate of 

merft 

* About 2 1 6,6661. 
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mere mcchaaics, nor can it be denied, that the 
hardihipof the.fate of the common men will 
make one of our modern philofophcrs ftiuddcr i 
and yet, without thefe hardfliips the army would 
not be what it is, fo that the king muft be con- 
tent to bear with it as a neceffary evil, in order 
to fecure the tranquillity of the country. What 
would thofe who feel fo much for the Pruflian 
foldiers have faid, if they had feen the troops of 
Alexander, or Ca^far, which, in all probability, 

and from all we can gather from hiftory, had 
not a milder fate than the Pruflians ? — ^what do 
I fay a milder fate ? Some intelligent men arc 
of opinion, that bo.th the difcipline ofCaefar*s 
troops, and the labour required of them, was 
greater th^n thofe the Pruflian foldier is expofed 
to. Be this as it may, there is a diftinftion to 
be made between the Pruflian troops. The 
fate of the native foldiers, is not fo hard as \% 
generally thought by a ftranger travelling poft s 
nor are they, as I have already obferved, more 
than a well-regulated militia. 

Another obfervation I have made on thefe 
men is, that they are not by any means fo infen- 
fible and fulky as they have been commonly 
thought to be. On the contrary, I have ob- 
ferved amongft them, a great deal of good- will, 

and 



14 TRAVELS^ THROUGH GERMANY. 

arid a great deal of afFeftion both for their king 
and their country. As during their furlows 
<hey have other occupations bcfidcs arms,, and 
keep company with other people befides their 
corporals and companions, they are civiller and 
freer in their intercourfe than the foreigners, — 
Thcfe laft are enlifted in confequence of a vo- 
luntary contraft, (for it will be unjuft to lay to 
the king's charge the decoys of profefled en- 
lifters) the conditions of which are exaftly ad- 
hered to. 

No fovereign pays more punftually or more 
iparingly than the king of Prufliaj nor is any 
man obliged to ferve beyond the time for which 
he is enlifted, as has been falfely pretended. 
It is true, indeed, that the officers employ all 
their powers of perfuafion to retain a good fol- 
dier; but a ftifF and ftubborn denial puts an 
end to their entreaties. 

The necefTaries of life are dealt out very 
Iparingly to thefe people, and you may read„ 
upon many of their meagre faces, the extremes 
of poverty, added to the extreme of labour* 
But the failors, who ferve other ftates in time of 
peace for the purpofes of trade, have hardly a 
milder fate j nor is it lefs ridiculous to reproach 
t;hc king of PrufTia, on account of the hardfliips 
to which his foldiers arc cxpofed, than it would 

be 
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be to compel thefe nations to relinquifli their 
navy 6n account of the lofs of men they arc 
fubjeft to by ftorms, fait provifions, change of 
climate, fcurvy, and the other accidents of a 
fea-faring life. Without frugality and labour, 
the king of Pruffia's foldiers could not be fu- 
perior to thofe of other powers j ^«/ as he is 
furrounded by enterprizing and jealous neigh- 
bours, he muft endeavour to procure himfelf, by 
art, what others enjoy in confequencc of their . 
natural ftrength. The fufFerings of a fmall 
number is no evil, but a good, when the ftate 
cannot be benefitted without it, and thofe who 
blame this extraordinary difcipline, muft alfo 
with Mr. L-inguet, find fault with agriculture, 
as it falls nearly as hard on the greateft part 
of the fiibjefts of every European ftate, as the 
military fervice docs on the Pruflian foldier. 

The hardfhips too of the fituation, have 
been much exaggerated by travellers.*— -Even 
blows, about which fo much has been faid, are 
<mly ufed when the man Ihews incorrigible ftu- 
pidity, awkwardnefs, negligence, or wickednefs. 
In no armies whatever are recruits treated with 
more gentlenefs than they are in Pruflian. Their 
corporals teach them the exercife, and how to 
march^ithall pofliblecare and attention ; nor do 
they grudge to repeat the way of doing the thing 

a 
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a thoufand times, when the man's fcuU is bard of 
penetration. But when once he underftanda 
the thing, his teacher takes the ftick, and tells 
him, that this for the future will be his teacher, 
if he does not do what he is now able to do. 

In the courfe of my travels, I have often had 
occafion to make a very interefting obfervation.. 
In all. the countries belonging to bifhops, and 
in many of the free ftates, I met with foldieri 
who had fervcd the king of Pruffia, and who 
had mod of them deferted from him^ As 
you know that it is my way to be more obfer-* 
vant of men of the lower orders of foe icty, than 
of thofe who have ftars and firings; I talked 
with about twenty of thefe deferters, and did 
not meet with one amongft them who did not 
wifli himfelf back again with the king of Pruf- 
fia. I have fometimes purpofely contradided 
them, and have endeavoured to Ihew them 
what far more pleafant days they enjoyed under 
their bilhop or magiftrate, and how impoffiblc 
I thought it, from all the accounts I had of the 
Pruflian army, that they fhould be difpleafed 
with their change of fituation. This did not 
fatisfy them. They all fpoke of the king's 
great achievements with a degree of enthufiafm, 
which often ftruck me not a little, and the con- 
clufionofwhat they faid was always this: ^ It 

* is 
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Hs very true that Ibldiers are rather roughly 
* treated by the king of Pruffia, but the pay 
^ comes regularly the day it is due> and there is 
^ no inftance of any man having ever been 
^ ftarved to death by him. ' When a man does 
his duty, the officer's eye is upon him, and every 
one knows in what rank he may clafs himfelf ^ 
in other places men are only half foldiers, and 
•derive no credit from it. Notwithftanding 
they have the utmoft liberty under thefe petty 
princes, ' and are oftener in the ale-houfe than 
under arms whilft they continue with them, 
many of them, who are young enough, defert 
back again to the king of Pruffia. It is remark- 
able Plough, too» that in all thefe places they 
confider themfelves as a kind of veterans. In 
one of the epifcopal refidencies, I heard an offi- 
cer fwear at a foldier. The fellow anfwered 
hitp with a degree of cold pride not to be dc- 
fcribed, * Sir officer, I have ferved the king of 
' Pruffia.' And the officer was (ilent. 

The frequent defertions> are the capital objec- 
tions which men make to the Pruffian military 
eftablifhment. It is very true, that upon march- 
ing into an enemy's country, a twelfth or fifteenth 
of the king's army leaves him ; but they come 
back with intereft after a fortunate a6tion, 
and^though, after unfortunate aftions, fo many 
VOL. jii. . C of 
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ff l|ie fcwdga tniops de&rt, Ms owafirbjefts 
fMcrt l£& than any foldi^ upon eiirtfau 
. A new iiiftanec of the king's wtfilom and 
I^Qodndfi. in net being willing to expofe the 
tmjMTf to any .<fiftre&^ is ibeira in his villiag- 
' ifieft rad&c^ to bear with thefe inconTCBienciesy 
itiaa have mcy^ of his iiib^e^ uader arms. 
After the batdte of CoHnij half the airmy 'dcr- 
-feit^ ; ^4 tf Roibach his army wa« made up 
ahneft ^ntiiiely of hfe own traoip^ i but naark^rr- 
jhe beat ojar armks, aitd the armies of the mq- 
jpire, and fh^ laft ferved hiiQ lo c«nplett his 
/eginients which had fu.ffered^ Thgs^ it Mway« 
go^s. The Geroians who inhabit iieaf the 
Jihine> Maine^ and. eoMntries about the upper 
p^rts of the Danube^ always jcdn the viftorious 
^rmy. When the emperor is fortunate, they 
leave the king for him ; and when the chances 
turn, they turn with them. In the mean time 
they muft of courfe always ftand one ^on in 
the place where they are* 

With regard to the iatmpr goviemmont and 
ta^liics of the PruflSan army^ all I ;can tell you 
•about them \a^ that no .foreignnrs loaow any 
thing of the matter. Mr. Guibert, the cele- 
brated French writer on the fgbje£fe, is looked 
upon here as the. no^oft miferabJb driveller in the 
whole world i and they pointed out fcveral 
4 things 
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<^ifigi 1» )me> iiUcI^ iie had t^uniy jniftikeo. 
I mil giTc yov only one fpecimen^ vhkh I 
ktppen t» Kcollddt He (ays dut the cylin^ 
4ricid rMomer of riie Pruflbns^ dqireaes the 
gum too jsiuch ;vjien they prdcnt. This is not 
osiKy iklfe in faft, but Mr. Guibeit overlooked 
fometbing iiere, which die Pntffiaiis canfidGr ts 
a vonBUU^aUe advant^e. They always lower 
the gun a liti^ when thty prefent> bocaule diey 
kave cbkneA thpc it is always raifed a licde by 
tbeoa^ral SkMsig of the foldier, efpeciatly vben 
he lees hiitif^lf within the enemies fire. They 
fay we loft I know not what battle in Flan- 
dersj by our men always firing too high, 
whereas 'the Fjiglifli took fuch care to make 
their people fire lower, that ibmc of the 
officers ^ven lowered the guns of the foldiera 
with their acsns and (licks. 

In my opinion, the fame thing is to be ob<« 
(erved in this, as in every other part of the 
Pruflian government. It is not lb much the 
niyftery which obtains, as the iimplicity of 
things, which people overlook, and judge 
fa^ly about. They ieek for artifice where 
there Mally is none, and fet up myftery becaufe 
things are too near their nofes to be fccg. 
I was afiured by feveral oncers, that id 
i9:iarches (which they confider as one of the moft 

c a impon;ant 
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important parts of the art of war^ though they 
do npt make a whole regiment ftand for foine 
minutes on one leg, in order to teach them 
how to preferve the equilibrium of the body,) 
there are certain little things, which peo^ 
pie do not obferve, on which the whole de^ 
pends. The king fuffers no perfpn to be prefent 
at the grand manauvreSy without particular 
permillion; but this is probably done more 
to prevent the troops being difturbed by a 
fwarm of fpeftators, than to make a myftery of 
any thing. It requires indeed a very nice and 
well-accuftomcd eye, as well as a very favour- 
able fituation in the field, to fee and underftand 
a Pruflian manoeuvre ; fo that amongft twenty 
profeflional men, who are fpeftators, there 
ihall hardly be one that can compafs it. This 
is the true caufe why the Pruffian officers 
themfelves can give fo little account of their 
own art. Every man has too much to do 
Upon his own fpot, to be able to attend to what 
is paifing round him. 

As wonderful as the Pruffian infantry is, it is 
Hill infinitely furpafTcd by the cavalry, accord- 
ing to the.teftimony of all the officers I have fpo- 
kcn with. Even Englifh travellers, who are not 
apt to give any favourable accounts of what 

they 



J 



TRAVELS THROUGH OfiRMANT. 21 

they meet with in other countries^ and who are 
£o proud of their own cavalry, confefs that this 
part of the Pniflikn army goes beyond all that 
can be conceived of it. The king himfelf fays 
of them, that they always iland to advantage 
between him and the enemy he expeds. 
He ipends immenfe fums upon them, and 
fends for horfes as far as Tartary, The 
Pniflian officers, though not given to boafting, 
aflert, that in all the hiftory of die art of war, 
there is not an inftance of the cavalry's ever 
having been brought to the point of perfefkion 
It is now brought to in Pruifia. They ride al- 
ways full gallop ; but their evolutions are 
as exa£k as any of thofe of the infantry. 

They look upon the attack of the cavalry as 
not to be ftood by the infantry* The king's 
cavalry is above 80,000 ftrong, and he every 
year ufes 5000 frefli horfes. The emperor 
takes all poffible pains to rival the king in this 
refpeft 5 but he is ftill at a great diftance from 
him, though his cavalry is beyond comparifon 
the beft in Europe, after the Pruflian. 

A great advantage poffeffed by the Pruflian 
army is. the uniform difcipline that obtains all 
through. There are particular matters of ^exer- 
cife for every divifion of the army. Thefe 
the colonels themfclves muft not control, when 

c 3 they 
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they art CJrertfHifrg their ftlgifirt^rtts, though 
they arc oftciVCrtily nfri^ct!?. This dc«(idiii aft 
attention to -^ gr<i« nurtlbcr 6f little! thifng^, 
'vPfiieh in tfchcf afm?es, partictrlarly 6tir 6Wtt, 
depend only on the will 6f the ColO'fld, and are 
therefore often negleAed. By this means the 
'vohole muft hirnlom^e better, for when rules 
are the fame, the alacrity or negligence of the 
eol6riels or majofs in the exedutidrt, rtiake a 
i*6nderful difference in regiments. 

An6ther caiife, which, in my dpinidn, greatly 
edritfibiites to the excellence of the army, iS 

the high birth of the 6l!ieers. They are moft 
<jf them <jf the firft nobility of the country, 
and you hardly meet with t>n^ forefgner 
in twenty. They mu^ all have been edneafted 
it the cadet's fehool, and have ferved a^ cadets r 

1 have fbme Very refpeftable acquaintance 
imongit them. They are in every fefpeflf 
wetl-edueatcd people, and upon the whole 
v^ery' fenfible meft. The fmall pay df the 

fubal terns obliges them to be oecononnfical, 

which is 6f great advantage tt the ferviee. 

They have all a martial appearanee, and that 
alacrity' in everything, which befpeaks mert 
always ready to cut a knot with their fwords. 
I believe that the l^rullian army has an advan- 
tage 
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tage over the Auftrian, from the Pruffian nobi- 
lity not being fo powerful as the Auftrian. 
You cannot expeft from counts and princes 
with large incomes, that exadi: fubordination and 
fimpKcity, which is the foul of the Pruffian arm jr» 
Our experienced ofdctn make a great outcry 
about xht irregularities in fervicc, which are 
perpetually ariftng from the intrigues of private 
families i and it is well known that the En^ilh 
army il as ill circUmftanced in this refped. 

The AuftriinS are by nature a far ftoutcr race 
t>( foAdieris than the Pruffians^ but this does 
tu>t arai) them i for, ifcer all that hdi been faid 
of the advantage of art over uncultivated na^ 
tui^e^ M &t(H\git inftaturt cati ht Jliel^n of it, 
thad brihging Up a miferable arcifttial being, 
with all his art about him, to face a natural 
man, who is without it. The natural man, 
'^ho, were they both Unarmed, wbuld be able 
to tear to pieces a dozcti fuch cr6ature^, lies 
Hretehed out at the feet of the wretched man 
. tf zHy as fooh as the latter gives fire. 

The fame truth holds go6d with regard 
to armies that are more or lefs difciplined, nor 
arc the natural qualities of the foWier ablic 
to ftand againft thofe which are acquired by ^rt. 
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LETTER UI. . 

Berlin* 

WHEN wc read in Linguet's Annals 
that the king of Pruifia had more 
ibldiers than peafants, during the laft Silefian 
war, we are naturally apt to take it for a ion 
mot ; but I am apt to think it rank ignorance* 
The nnan who coiild advife the European 
powers to help the houfe of Auftria to a part 
of Germany, in order to enable it to oppofe 
the Turk on all fides, is very capable of mak- 
ing fuch a blunder. He eltimated the Prui&an 
territories by the map, where, on account of 
their broken appearance, they make but a forry 
figure, and fo naturally fell into the opinion of 
its being impoflible for more than 900,000 men 
to inhabit fo narrow a flip of land. 

What confirms me in this opinion, is th^ 
ignorance people are in with regard to the 
real ftrcngth of Pruflia, which yet they ought 
to be better acquainted with, partly by.theinfor^ 
mation of their eyes, and partly from German 
document, which are open to every man. 

Mr. Pilati, one of the few- foreigners who 
underfiiand Gennan, and derive their knowledge 

from 
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£roni the fountain head> relates^ that the king 
of Pruflia had not more than i20)Ooo men, 
i^hen he made his firft conqueft. 

When the king came to the crown, his own 
territories contained at leaft 2,200,000 inhabi- 
tants i Brandenburg had 600,000 ; Prufiia 
60,000 ; Pomerania 300,000 ; Magdeburg and 
Halberftadt 300,000 ; and his own Weftpha- 
lian dominions at leaft 400,000. His income 
confifted of at leaft 12 millions of florins, 
and he had inherited a wonderful trcafure of 
ready money from his father. 

It is likewife a very generally received pre- 
judice, that Pruflia is not ftrong enough to 
maintain itfelf hereafter in the ftate of 
fplendour to which the prefent king has 
raifed it. It is very true, that with regard to 
interior ftrength, there arc but few of the 
'j^uroptzn powers which do not furpafs the 
Pruflian ; but, as long as the fyftem of govern- 
ment fliall laft which has been eftablilhed by 
the king, it will always be able to meafure 
fwords with any power in Europe. In faft, the 
true ftrength of a ftate does not confift fo much 
in the quantity of its pofitive force, as in the 
ufe m^deof it; but there is no power in Europe 
who is able to ftretch every nerve and every 
fibre, as the Pruflian certainly can. Be- 

fidM 



a6 TRAVELS THKOtrOH GEllMAlffT. 

fidej this, if population continues to tticritii 
as it has done duritig thi dme of thd prtknt 
adminiftration, the pofitiv0 force itfelf will en* 
cfcafe faftft- than that of any other couhtry. 

The PruflSirt dominions, of which no pcrfon 
tan have an idea in thd map, contain 565CJ 
German fquare miks, which is As mueh as thtf 
kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and Portugal, put 
together. Th^ papulation is about 6 millions^ 
The kingdoms of Sweden, Denmark, and 
Portugal, put together, do not contain fo many 
inhabitants; nor docs England alone con* 
tain as many. As the Prufllan population does 
hot yet bear any proportion to the fiie of th6 
country, and as that is not yet all cultivated, 
the Pruflian population is fufceptible of a great 
encreafe^ With regard to goodnefs of territory, 
the country in general may be counted amdngft 
the nftiddlmg fort. The foil of Brandenburgh 
Indeed, is rentarkably bad ; but that of Mag- 
deburg, Halbei^ftadt, Cleves, the marquifate of 
La Mat^k, and fome parts of Silefia, Pomerania, 
and Prulfia, are as rei^arkably good. When, 
in procefs of tirtlej they have acquired the 
degree of culture of which they ^re capable, 
th^y will be able t6 fuppoft eight millions of 
^ffon^. Sefides fhefe, this court has much to 
«pe6b from aa aCteiSon of the marquifate of 

Anfpach 
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AAfpach and l^areith ; and it is^ ten xo om that 
it t^iH cott\t m fbr a ft^re, wheil thtf coum 
of Vienna and Peterfburgh ihall execute the 
plan againft the Porte, which thty have hten 
engaged in ever firtce the emperor's jourrtcy to 
Peterfburgh. 

This plan has been fpckch of h«re for fomc 

time with a great degree of confidence, ind 

as it is impofltble that whenever it takes place, 

this court (hould fit idle, I will lay before 

you the political opinions of thofe perfons who 

deferve the moft credit. They fay the two 

imperial courts hardly need the third parX of 

theii* troops to be a match for the Turk. The 

king's fituation is therefore critical, for he U^ 

placed between two courts, each of whicb 

equals him in ftrength, even after they have 

fent out one hundred and eighty, or two hundred 

thoufand nrien againft the eaftern enemy .-*-*-Thii 

is true ; but if the king choofcs to oppofe their 

nteafates, France, who is more Lnterefted in this 

affair than the Pruffian court, on account of 

her Levant trade, which is ah objeft of eight 

miDiOns at-year, muft naturally feek for a eon- 

neftiOn with hinl. France, however, has had the! 

fdlly, set a timt when the weft: and north wer* 

occttpied by th^ two tnoft fotiifkidable powert 

that . hiftOry kAdWs ofj to wiAe her power at 

feai 



2% TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANt^ 

Iba; and the two imperial courts fuSeredher tm 
ipend herfelf in the American war, in which ihe 
had no manner of concern^ till (he wasintirely ex* 
haufted. By this means (he has loaded herfelf 
with debt^ and will not be able to maintain the 
balance in the Eaft. By the bye, brother, it is 
Very humbling to a Frenchman to obferve how 
they fpeak of the power of France in this 
country. They affeft to think our armies 
might make a tolerable ftand againft Dutch, 
Piedmontefc, or fuch troops, ot at moft againft 
the army of the ftatcs.of the empire ; but that 
they would make no refiftance at all if oppofed 
to the Ruffian or Auftrian armies. But to re- 
turn—The king of Pruffia, whofc age and love 
of philolbphical quiet incline him to peaceful 
councils, would let himfelf be perfuaded to. 
peace by a (lice of Poland. Something he 
muf^ have — for (hould it pleafe him to put his 
old weather-beaten head out, he would find 
many methods, by his great treafure, of procu- 
ring fuch affiftance from Sweden, Denmark, and 
other German courts, as would enable him to 
make head againft^ both the imperial courts ; 
cfpecially if France was to do for the Porte, 
what its fleets enable it to do, or was to force 
the emperor to make a diverlion in the Nether* 
Unds and in Italy, where ihe might be affifted 

by 



TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY* 29 

by the kings of Naples and Sardinia. Difficult 
as it may be^ to make fo powerful a head^ and 
unlikely that all circumftances fhould concur^ we 
may venture to fay that it is ten to one the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh will rather 
choofe to make the king quiet in his own way, 
than drive him to the utmoft. Only fhew him 
that it is worth his while, and probably he will 
contribute his ihare in driving the Turks out, or 
at leaft guarantee the imperial courts againft the 
attempts which may be made by any other 
powers of Chriftendom, to impede their ope- 
rations. 

If the courts of Peterfbur^ and Vienna ftiall, 
as they have the power, proceed to the execu- 
tion of this plan; the lofs of our profitable 
trade to the Levant, mull be the inevitable con- 
lequence of the ruinous American war, the end 
of which we cannot yet fee, and which we can- 
not get as much by as we are fure to lofe by 
this means. * Our wine trade to the north mud 
likewife puffer from this caufe, as the Poles 
have been long at work on a canal, which, by 
means of the many rivers which pafs through 
their country, is to unite the Atlantic and 
Black Seas, and to bring wine for the fupply 
of all the north, from the provinces which 
now conftitute Turkey in Europe. Not to fay 

that! 



30 TR A VEILS THUaUdfl 

that Europe will th&ve two powers mons at {^^ 
^kh will be hoftiktp <&s im die Mectit^rraneani. 
All'iMs ^€s «i« good reaffon to hkonc the flecta 
tmilt at &e ^xpence of jourland forccfl« We 
liaveonly onp dope left, which is, that Rufiia 
and Aisftria cannot loikg continue ifmnd%, when 
they are fo fK^ar one another* 

ThePjuflkui oienarehy has alio great i»iproire«> 
xtients of another kind to expe^; If k ^aa 
once compaft and clafe together, k would be 
a confiderable deal ftrongerthan it now i«. They 
often talk of an exchange of the Pruflian terri«p 
tories in Weftphalia, and the duchies of Ba* 
reith and Anfpaeh for Mecklenburg, Anhalt 
and Lauffits. This would b^ very advantage* 

ous for the king, but it is extremely difficult t(^ 
bring about. 

The king's income is about thirty-fi[>ur mil- 
lions of Saxon florins, or eighty-nine millions 
ef livres*. His civil lift is incredibly an<I un- 
commonly fmall. His firft minifters appoint- 
ments are 15,000 florins. I know fome privy 
counfellbr^ in Vienna who have more. Tfee 
ftate of hi§ ambafladors, at the greateft courts^ 
does not amount to more than 1 5,000 florins. 
The public -of Vienna laughed at the Baron 
Riedefel, the. editor of the Journey to XSrccce, 

tot 

• About 370,8331. 
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^r not having from thirty to forty thoufand 
-ftofins, fike the imperial miniftsrj but he knew 
very well, that the qualities of a -good minifter 
are not to be found in his pocket. Accord* 
ingly a long time did not pais befdre he gave 
the ton in the beft focieties, and bis jealoufy 
for the honour of his matter, made fcveral of 
the emperor's minifters ajhamed, who were 
much better paid than he was. 

Silefia is the province of moft confequcnce 
after the kingdom of Pruflia. It is only half as 
big as this, but has nearly the fame number of 
inhabitants, and yields very near as much. 
The Silefia linens are .famous all over the 
^vorld ; and the king has juft opened a trade 
with Spain for them, which was formcriy in the 
hands of the Hamburghers. They have like- 
wife a large trade for handkerchiefs. The Sile- 
flan forefts alfo afford a great deal of wood 
for fhip-building. The Ville de Paris, which 
was taken the 1 2th of April of this year, was 
intirely built of Silcfian wood. 

Having made fcveral excurfions into different 
parts of the Pruffian dominions, I have obferved 
that riiere is no where fo much poverty as in 
the two town$ of Berlin and Potfdam. This 
probably it is, which has contributed to 
bluing the country into difcredit with foreigners. 

The 
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The high price of the , neceflaries of life in 
thcfe two cities^ the great number of idle peo- 
ple» the fmall pay of many civil and military 
fervants^ the pinching way in which many of 
the fmallcr nobility, who muft have their 
fcrvants (and often their debts) live, and the 
great luxury of drefs, may be the caufes of this* 
Upon the whole, the country appears to me, 
though not rich, yet in a ftate fufEciently 
profperous. The equal diilribution of the coin 
amongft many people, makes the fum not fp 
ftriking as it is in other places, in which a 
nobleman covers the poverty of a hundred of 
his poor countrymen by his difiipation. This 
is not the cafe here ; there are no perfons in the 
PruQian dominions, fome of the large feudal 
nobles in Silefia only excepted, who poiTefs 
above thirty thoufand guilders income in landed 
eftates. Indeed you cannot Bnd more than 
three houfes which have twenty thoufand florins; 
but ilill the inhabitants are upon the whole as 
remote from extreme poverty as from exceffivc 
riches, and you meet with as few beggars here 
as in any other country in Europe. There is 
no ground for the aflertion of fome travellers, 
that manufadtures do not thrive in this country, 
for I did not fee one city, though ever io fmall, 
in which there were not fome flourifhing manu- 

fafhires. 
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fadures. It has indeed been objefted to the 
king, that his fyftcm of finance has ruined the 
fair of Francfort on the Oder j but the trade 
carried on there was a kind of Jewifh bufinefs, 
which nlight perhaps be profitable to the mer- 
chants of the place, but was rather hurtful than 
ufeful to the reft of the country. The fame 
objeftion, upon the fame narrow grounds, is 
made to the emperor, with regard to the fair of 
Biffen, in the Tyrol. 

With regard to the fciences, and litera- 
ture of all kinds, Berlin is, without a doubt, one 
of the firft cities in the world* It is obliged to 
the king for this pre-eminence. His father 
was as orthodox and ftifF as the late emprefs of 
Germany j and the Mufes, who without liberty 
do not live at their eafe, fled from him of 
courfe. This filly prince banilhed the cele- 
brated Wolfe, who certainly was no infidel ; but 
the king had no liberal ideas ; he confidered 
every ftudy, except thofe of divinity and 
finance, as nonfenfe and delufionsof the dev,il, 
and his Treafurer, was a greater man in his 
eyes, than Wolfe, Leibnitz, or Newton. The 
prefent king, who is a true friend of the arts 
and fciences, has eftabliftied a freedom of think- 
ing in his country, which is not to be met with 

VOL. in. D any 
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any where out of England. Neither orthodoxy 
nor politics reftrain philofophy in this country ; 
but whilft every profeflbr at Vienna is teach- 
ing that land and people are the private pro- 
perty of the monarch, . they publifti here, 
without the lead fear of danger, that the king 
is nothing more than a ftadt-holier^ or the firft 
amongft his fellows. As to. religion, the Je^s 
openly declare that the Melliah is not yet come i 
the catholics, that they eat him every day, 
and that the pope is the head of all princes; 
the proteftants, that the pope is the wild-beaft 
in the Apocalypfe, and the whore of Babylon ; 
the Greeks, that there is no Trinity; the 
Turks, that Mahomet was a greater prophet 
than either Jefus or Mofes ; and the whole race 
of infidels, that there never has been any pro- 
phet at all. All thefe things are confidered as 
bare fpeculations of the clofet by the police ; 
and any prieft, rabbi, or cadi, defiring to 
make an auto-de-fe^ would be the firft to oc- 
cupy a place on his own faggots. 

The king has an academy, which is not 
compofed of the beft wits to be met with here. 
There are, however, fome men of true merit 
amongft this generally very indifferent fet. But 
Frederick, as has been obferved by feveral of his 
enemies, has a prejudice in favour of foreigners, 

and 
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and had rather take one of our Joumalifis^ to 
fin up his academy^ than any of the German 
literati. Mr. Pilati has obferved that feveral of 
the German men of letters would make a better 
figure in this academy, than mod of the foreign* 
ers who are in it. The king does not think ib f 
but then it muft be confefled that he has given 
the Germans full revenge on this fubjeft, by the 
publication of his cffay /ur la Literature Alle^ 
mandey which makes it very evident that he 
knows nothing at all either of their literature or 
their language. The reafon of this is alfo ob« 
vious. When he began his courfe, German 
literature was ftill in its infancy, and there pre* 
vailed at Berlin efpecially, a barbarity which 
mult have vexed him ibrely. His tafte was 
confequently formed on the French and Italian 
models ; and the company he kept in his hours 
of recreation, confifted only of perfons of thcfe 
nations. In procefs of time, light advanced in 
Germany, but he did not perceive the blaze 
ic made in its progrefs. He himfelf wrote 
and fpoke only in French ; and the jefts of the 
foreign wits who furrounded him, and knew no 
German, increafed his prejudices, both againft a 
language which he could neither fpeak nor 
write, and againft a nation which he knew only 
by its dark melancholy humours, and ftiff cut of 

D 1 the 
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the clothes for which the inhabitants of Ber-» 
lin wcfc remarkable in his father's time, and 
which they have not yet intirely thrown ofFt 
When the fame of German literature increafedj 
and inconteftible proofs of its eminence were 
offered to be laid before him, it was im- 
poffible for him to enter into the beauties of a 
language which he had always treated as bar- 
barous, and of which he could only write and 
ipeak the moft miferable jargon. In order to 
difcover the beauties in any tongue whatever, 
it is neceffary to be acquainted with its peculiar 
idiom i for it is in this cafe as it is with an. aftor 
who fucceeds one that had been the favourite of 
the public. The new adtor may poffefs all that 
art and nature can bellow upon him, ftill he 
will not do enough for general expedtation on 
his firfl: appearance ; the fpeftators muft have 
time to grow familiar with his peculiar pronun- 
ciation, his carriage, and a number of trifling 
circumftances, which only hurt him from the 
comparifon with his predeceffor, in whom many- 
things of the fame kind did not make unfa- 
vourable impreffions, on account of the habit 
which people were under of feeing them. The 
king, who never had time enough to fpare from 
the cares of his ftate, to make himfelf thorough 
mailer of the beauties of the language, and t6 

wear 
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^ar away the prejudice he had formed againft 
k, was rather confirmed in his prejudices than 
Ihaken in them, by the proofs that were laid be- 
fore him, of the contrary opinion. It is pofTible 
too that his inftruftors might not be happy in the 
choice of the works they took to convince him. 
After all, if we confider that ever fince his ac- 
ceffion to the throne he has only ufcd literature 
for a recreation and amufement, we ftiall not be 
very angry with him for his averfion to Ger- 
man literati. The ton of the polite world is 
fcldom found united to their learning, and their 
wits are moftly ftunted by the feverer ftudies 
of their refpeftive profefllons. Whilft in other 
nations the literati often facrifice their under- 
Handing to their genius, thefe always offer up 
the former at the fhrine of the latter. Hunger 
and want of knowledge of the world render them 
boorifti and untraftable in focial life, though at 
the fame time they form the imaginary worlds 
of which they write, after quite a different fyftem 
from what they praftice, and know how to give 
their writings apolifh which they want themfelves. 
The profeflional countenances of the Dutch 
literati, and the ftudies of the beaux efprits^ which 
came to the king's notice, could not recommend 
German literature much to him : ddubtlefs 
the genius of the nation contributed fomething 

P 3 tQ 
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to the preference he gave the French and Italians. 
The German genius is dull, and though many 
of their pieces do not abfolutely ftink of the 
lampj yet you mayeafily obferve that they have 
come with difficulty from the authors. In con-' 
fequence of this, they feldom recommend them- 
felvc3 as fine writers, even when they are moft 
entertaining ; for they have not the livelinefs 
which enables the French and Italians to mark 
the remarkable parts of a thing in a minute^ 
;iiid to give a [leatncfs to obfervations often 
paltry enough in themfelves. Religion is alfo in 
fome nieafurethe caufc of this. The proteftants 
are accuftomed to give too great a preference to 
the ufeful over the agreeable, and as the cadio-» 
lies, whofe religion gives the fineft fcope to the 
powers of wit and imagination, are in Germany^ 
all plunged in the deepeft barbarity, it is not to 
be wondered at that the king choofes, for his 
hours of recreation, Italian abbes rather than 
German paftors, who are pften much fuperior to 
them in real knowledge, but who have the air 
of their cathedrals, and are apt to fall into 
the preaching tone, with which }t is impoffible 
that the king ihould be pleafed^ The fame 
thing obtains with refpeft to the writers of 
Qeroi^ politics ^iid hiftory. In point of truth, 

an4 
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jind the knowledge of bare fads, they far fur* 
pais the hiftorians and politicians of all other 
countries, but they do not know how to make 
theii: heroes fpeak, nor how to give them a 
beautiful drcfs. It is certainly better to be true 
and dry, than falfe and witty $ but truth alfo 
allows itfelf to be joined with wit, which 
makes it flip down more glibly. The com- 
plaints which the king makes on this head, in 
his effay againft his countrymen. Jut la Litera^ 
ture AllemandCi are certainly well grounded; but 
his remarks on the fchools, as well as his proofs 
of the want of genius of feveral Dutch writers, 
are certainly not well chofen. The Jhooting of 
darts as thick as the arm, and the ring on the 
finger of Time, have been univerfally exploded 
in Germany for the laft twenty years. As 
to the fchools, in no country in Europe are 
they fo flourifhing as in the king's own domini- 
ons. The Germans proceed intirclyby rule, and 
even in things in which they are. not calculated to 
improve themfclves, they are able to give the 
beft direftions to others. No nation furpafles 
them in eftimating the productions of genius. 
They have given the beft rules how a hiftory 
is to be written ; which, however, like all the 
rules in the univcrfe, have not yet produced a 

D 4 finglc 
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fingic genius. In the mean time, rules and 
criticifm of authors, is all that hitherto goes for- 
ward in the fchoqls. 

Nothing fo much prevents the progrefs of 
German genius, as the indifference of the princes 
of Germany to German literature ; but on this ac-# 
count, in my opinion, they deferve no reproach ; 
for if they go on as they have begun for fome 
time, to encourage agriculture, to make the arts 
alive, to improve legiflation and manners, and 
to pay their debts ; thcfe manly, thefe impe- 
rial purfuits, will, as the king well obferves in 
his Effay on German Literature, contribute more 
to the happinefs and glory of the nation, than 
if their poets and hiftorians eclipfedall thofe of 
old and modern times. This, however^ is my 
own private opinion. But when one of the firft 
princes of Germany reproaches his countrymen, 
as the king of Pruflia has done, for not having 
produced a Virgil, a Horace, a Tully, a 
Corneille, a Moliere, a Voltaire, and a Taflb, 
one would think that they olight to con- 
tribute to the progrefs of tafte and lan- 
guage, and to the developement of genius : 
whereas I met with no court in Germany, in 
y/hich a foreign dialed did not prevail. In all 
places bpt Saxony, the immediate followers of 
the CQurt generally fpol^e their mother-tongue 

wretchedly^ 
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wretchedly, nor was their French and Italian 
jargon lefs miferablc. No man can make his 
way at either of thefe courts without the French 
language. In moft it is accounted vul- 
gar and unbecoming to fpeak your own lan- 
guage ; and yet the court is theonly place where 
language can acquire the rounding, and the 
lightnefs which is to diftinguilh it from the 
brogue of Barbarians. 

In France and Italy the court contributes 
moft to the polifh of the language ; for i;t is not 
the writer who makes the language, blit words 
and expreffions muft have acquired the right of 
denizenfliip in good company, before any author 
can ufe them without offence. The jealoufy of 
fpeaking their own language well and with 
tafte, is an objeft of the fame pride and plea-* 
fure to the great folks, (who always affume the 
tone of the court) as the being diftinguiflied in 
their drefs, their hair, and their demeanour. 
Even in Greece and Rome, good company, and 
the bufinefs of the ftate, contributed much more 
to the forming their languages than the writers, 
who did not appear till after thofe nations had 
already acquired a very confiderable degree of 
polilh. But upon what models are the German 
writers to form themfelves ? On the pulpit? 
few people in high life pay any attention to 

what 
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what pafles there. On the courts of jufticc ? Bjr 
the nonfenfical law jargon^ and the cold and te- 
dious form of fuits ? No, no, this cannot be : 
there muft be Roman tribunals, and a Roman 
adminiftration of juflice, before a Cicero can 
pollibly be expedled. As to tranfa£lions with 
foreigners, which were formerly a wide field for 
German eloquence, they are moftly carried on 
in the French language. There are feveral 
princes who have their very proclamations writ- 
ten in French, and tranflated out of it before 
they publilh them to their fubjefts. The diet of 
Ratifbon, the only place where the fcattered 
nations of the empire form an aggregate and 
can confider themfelves as a whole, and where 
the love of their country, ambition, and even 
national pride, ought to make Demofthenes*, 
Ciceros, Burkes, and Foxes ; this celebrated 
diet is the temple of fleep, infenfibility, filent 
corruption, the darkeft nonfenfe and treach- ' 
cry. All the tranfaftions with foreign minifters, 
and moft of thofe with the minifters of the Ger- 
man courts themfelves, are carried on in 
French and in the aflembly of the ftates it- 
felf, every thing is carried on by a fingle^y^^; . 
you fcldom hear a nay, and comlnonly all is 
foon brought to a decifion. As to the empe- 
ror's 
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ior*s court at Vienna, there is a jargon there, 
which not one man of letters in ten can under- 
ftand ; nor is that of Wefslar one jot behind it 
in tinintelligiblencfs. The German nation is no 
where brought together in a point, nor is it ac- 
cuftomed to confider itfelf as one and the fame 
nation; hence the language can be as little fixed 
as the charafter is. But if thefe impedi- 
ments were once to be removed, ftill the Ger- 
man genius would always be kept back by want 
of encouragement. 

The fmall court of Weimar is the only one I 
have yet met with in Germany, where the na- 
tional genius is not left to ftarve i but in order 
to feed it, the duke is forced, by the fcanti- 
ncfs of his income, to make his wits coun- 
fcUors, fecretaries, and lord high trcafurers* 
Klopftock is perhaps the only poet alive, who 
Jhews any thing like a well underftood patro- 
nage in any of the German princes. In a word, 
the moft miferable of our journalifts will make 
bis fortune fooner at a German court, than the 
greateft writer of the country. There is a vifi- 
ble proof of this in the ftate of the academy of 
this country. 

Araongft the numerous tribe of literati of this 
country, qui nejont rien pas mcme academiciens, 
J was made moft happy in the acquaintance of the 

Jew 
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Jew Mofcs M^ndelfohn, Meffrs. Bufching^ 
Teller, Spalding, Nicolai, and Madam Kar- 
fchin. 

The firfl: of thefc is one of the moft re- 
markable writers in Gcrnnany. His works are 
elegant, and his ftyle has a ncatnefs, richnefs and. 
precifion, which muft in time make him claf- 
fical. He is at the head of a houfe of trade, 
and brings out his phiiofophy as he can. He 
aiTiufes himfelf at his fpare hours with the pub- 
lication of fragments of his fcattered opinions. 
He has all the elegance in his nianner which 
diftinguiflies his writings, and it helps him to 
carry ofF a corpulent unweildy body. 

Bufching, Teller, and Spalding, are members 
of the confiftorial court. 

The firtt is the grrateft known geographer 
in Europe. His defcription of Europe far fur- 
paffes, in point of accuracy and fullnefs, every 
thing that has gone before. Geography \% 
a fcience which, from the various changes which 
take place every hour, muft of courfe have 
many defefts; but I doubt whether it he 
poflible to do more than has been done by Buf-. 
ching. Not only his immenfe induftry, which 
is abfolutely jiegeflary iq a work of this kind, 
but his wonderful acutenefs in the choice of his 
help-mates, is moft admirable. His hiftorical 
and geographical magazine contains the moft 
4 ample 
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ample materials for modern hiftoiy, particularly 
that of RulTia. He himfelf is an inexhauftible 
fund of anecdotes of the European courts ; nor 
is there a fingleone amongft them all, with whofe 
circumftances he is not as well acquainted, as if 
he kept a fervant fce'd in each of them. As he 
poffeffes a great variety of living languages, none 
of the geographical, political, or hiftorical pro- 
dudlions of the age cfcape him j the whole 
world lays ever before him, jufl: as a part of 
Switzerland does before General Pfifler of Lu- 
cern, who you know has contrived to delineate 
not only the natural and phyfical ftate of each 
country, but alfo the motions of the men 
in them. I talked to Bufching of finilhing 
his valuable geography, but he alledged his 
numerous occupations, which prevent his 
undertaking the tafk he afFcfted to be de- 
lighted with. I could difcover, however, amidft 
all this, that he is deterred by the difficulties of 
it ; and indeed Afia, Africa, and America, are 
not fo eafy to be defcribed as Europe was. I 
find, however, that he has done a great deal 
towards thcfe. 

Teller and Spalding are the moft unprieftlikc 
priefts that I know. No foul upon God's earth 
*is in danger of being damned by them for his 
fpeculative opinions. Their religion is theo- 
retical 
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retical and praftical phiJiofophy. Both of therti 
are wonderful preachers, elegant writers, and 
deans of churches. Contrary to the generality 
of proteftant teachers, they have domfortable 
incomes, to which it is probable that they owe 
much of the Ibftnefs and gentlenefs of their man- 
ners, as it is often hunger that makes divines 
ill-mannered, rough, and untraftable. 

Ramler is one of the moft amiable poets in all 
Germany, and none has carried the polifhof his 
verfe fo high as he. He has fomewhat of the 
Iharp and Ihort points of Horace, as well as of 
his nervous and crowded periods. His language 
is claffical. He is profeflbr at the cadet fchools, 
but not in very good circumftances. 

Mr. N icolai is a prodigy as an original writer, 
but poflibly (till greater as a compiler. His 
Sebaldus Nofbanker, is one of the beft German 
novels ; it is quite, original, and abounds in 
ftriking characters and interefting fituations. 
As he IS a bookfeller, no body can find 
fault with him for regulating his authorfhip 
according to the pounds and fhiilings it brings 
in. There is no German writer, except only 
Wieland, (who, notwithftanding his own noto- 
rious Jew pradices in this branch, has dared to 
blame him for it,) who knows how to drefs his 
commodities fo well according to the public 

tafte^ 
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tafte, and to fend them out at a proper time* 
His own intercft, however, often coincides with 
that of the public, and they run together. Ger- 
many is obliged to him for a Literary Journal^ 
which, in point of folidity and real merit, has 
not its equal in Europe. As he is only the com- 
piler, there is no being angry with him if a par- 
tial review of a book now and then flips in ; but 
there are very few of thefe ; whereas all the Re- 
views of other nations are, generally fpeaking, 
plots upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind. 
His converfation is Angularly interefting, as he is 
pofleflcd of a fund of anecdotes of German wri- 
ters, which, if they were to be publifhed, would 
furpafs every chronicle that has hitherto been 
called fcandalous*. He knows all their clubs, 
and the fecreis of their private houfcs. 

Madam Karfchin is an amiable poetefs. Her 
tales breathe innocence, foft fenfibility and 
peace of mind. She is likewife very good com- 
pany, and the more admirable for having made 
herfelf what fhe is. 

You meet with many women in this place 
who are well acquainted with *the polite arts 
and belles lettres. Madame Rechlan, amongft 
many others I could mention, is an excellent 

German 

* Mr. Nicolai, greatly to his honour, has declared that 
they never fliall. 
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German ppetcfs. I was in fevcral Ibcieties 
where all the young women took a part in 
literary converfations. 

There is no country in which you meet with 
minifters fo enlightened as you do here. All 
the minifters and efFeftive counfellorsarechofen 
men, amongft whom there is hardly one but 
would be a wonderful writer in his own line. 
The prefent Attorney General has done more in 

clearing up the fubjeft of criminal legiflation, 
in a fhort pamphlet on the fubjeft, than all the 
folios and quartos in the Beccaria tafte put to- 
gether. The minifter Hertfberg, to whom the 
king's Eflay on Gernian Literature is addrefled, 
and who takes the part of , his countrymen with 
great warrtith, has been diftinguiflied by the 
writing of many, and the publication of ftill 
more excellent (late-papers. He is an excel- 
lent minifter, and muft be known to you by 
his conduft of the dilpute on the Bava- 
rian inheritance, and the peace of Tefchen. 
The Chief Juftice Zedlitz, has publifhed fome 
very excellent remarks on education, and many 
of the king's counfellors are good writers. If, 
according to the old proverb, a man is known 
by his fervants, every one muft think highly of 
the king of Pruffia. 

What principally diftinguifhcs the literati of 

the 
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the northern parts of Germany, in their ac- 
quaintance with the literature of the more culti* 
vated European nation. I did not meet, cither 
iiere or in Saxony, with a fingle charafter of emi- 
nence, who was not well acquainted with the beft 
French, Englilh, and Italian writers. They 
are true coftnopolites in literature, and totally 
void of prejudice, either in favour of the pro* 
duftions of their own country, or againft thofe 
of a foreign growth. I have no where met with 
fuch univerfal and impartial knowledge of the 
world as there is here. This is an advantage 
which neither the Englifh, French, or Italians 
can diipute with them* 



•*tlm 
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Berlin. 

OF all .the amufements of this town, that 
which delights me mod at this feafon, 
is the walk in the park on the fouth fide of the 
Sprey. I have never fecn a finer public walk. 
The varied beauties of the woods, alleys, 
groves, and wildernefs^ beggar all imagination. 
It is above three miles round, and has water 
VOL. ju. E fufficient 
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fulHcient to give it more life than there is in 
the walks of much larger cities. A part of it 
cpnimands the Sprcy. It is a pity that they 
have not carried it over the parade and the royal 
^ood market as far as the river^ from both banks 
pf which you have ve^ beautiful profpefts. 

In this park on a Sunday you fee Berlin in 
all its glory. It is to the people of this place 
^hat the Thuilleries are to Paris, only the mix- 
ture of the company is much more ilriking, afir 
you find all the populace and all the fine world 
here. You ride or walk through without any 
moleilation. In {otnQ parts o( the park you 
lifcewife fee rows of ladies magnificently dreffed, 
fitting together as in the Thuilleries, and hav^ 
the fame freedom of flaring them full in the 
face, and comparing them to one another. You 
alfo meet with moft of the literati of the place 
at ftated times. There are refrefhments of 
every kind provided, nor is there, as at Vienna, 
a police to prevent any amufement ladies and 
gentlemen may choofe to fall into. 

I had no opportunity of. feeing the ^oyal 
Opera, which is looked upon as one of the beft 
in Europe, but is feldom open except in winter ; 
npr is there any'theatrehere except a very indif- 
ferent German one, which is not to be compared 
with thofe of Vienna and Munich* The mana- 
ger. 
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gcr, Mr.Dobbclin, has fomc very fingular opi- 
nions. He places the ftrcngth of" his company 
in the number of his a£tors, and feems to diftri-* 
bute the parts amongft them by lot. I liare 
often obferved that he who plays the fervant is 
much better qualified to play the matter, who 
again, was nature attended to, would play the 
fervant. Among fifty adtors there are hardly 
four that would be reckoned tolerable at Vienna. 
The wardrobe is of a piece with the reft. I 
faw two pieces in which modem manners were 
reprcfented, played in Spanifti dreffes no 
longer wore. Amidft dreffes of the fifteen 
centuries, you often behold a modern one, 
efpccially amongft the women. The women ^ 
feldam change their head drcfs, though the 
fcene fhouW happen to be in India ; and yet 
^ylr.. Dobbelin makes a great outcry about his 
wardrobe, and the propriety of the ctftune* 
Thi? theatre is fo fmall, that many of the fpec- 
tators are obliged to take Care left the clouds 
of heaven over them ftiould be entangled in 
their hair. I faw trees which were hardly big 
enough jfor walking fticks. Some of this great 
king's troops are Carrion, whom hunger has rob- 
bed of all their flelh ; and many are hardly able 
to move their legs and arms, for which want of 
a^lion, the adrefles are accountable^ as you^ 

s 2 may 
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may cafily difcover by the found of their voices. 
Mr. Dobbeiin's wages^ which arc from fix to 
eight guilders a week s are indeed not calculated 
to give his people a great deal of ftrength. Their 
forte confequently confifts in fainting away^ in 
which art two or three of his women furpafs 
every thing that 1 have ever feen of the kind. In 
this they are only excelled by themfelves when 
they die. Dying is^ the principal bufinefs of 
every German aftor, and when he knows how 
to give life to his death, like fbme great a£bors 
I have feen, whofe convulfions began in the 
feet and ran through the whole body, he is 
furc of the applaufe of a German pit. The 
tragedy tafte, which obtains throughout Germa* 
ny, from the Mediterranean to the Eaftern fea, 
would lead a foreigner to imagine that the coun*> 
try was made up of ravifliers, houfe-breakers, 
&c. efpecially as the fame cannibal guilo is di& 
coverable throughout moft of their modern 
romances. 

Though the inhabitants of Berlin, includ- 
ing the galTtfon, amount to one hundred and 
forty two thoufand men, yet it is not able to 
keep up a good conipany of players. It is en-^ 
tirely owing to want of encouragement that Mr. 
Dobbelin fuffers half hi^ company to ftarve, 
and plays in a buildings which in any other 

city 
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city would be looked upon as a barn. In this 
refpedt the city is unique. You would ima- 
gine that the officers alone, who arc conftantly 
from eight to nine hundred in number, would 
be fufficicnt to keep up a good theatre ; but it is 
not fo. In truth this is one of the moft emi- 
nent marks of the poverty and parfimony of 
the people of this place. 

A man would not wonder to find the pub- 
lic of all the great cities of the PrulHaq mo- 
narchy difafie£i:ed to plays. The great in^ 
duftry which they are remarkable for muft 
have this eflFfedk} but the capital is the ren- 
dezvous of all the idlers of the country, and 
though the number of them does not amount 
to that of any other capital, it fhould, one 
would think, be fufficient not to let a coupte 
of dozen of players ftarve. " Thefe. particula- 
rities are to be folved by confide»ing that the 

idle, fuppofing them to have their incomes 
neat and free from incumbrance, are ftill very 
poor people. This is the natural confequencc 
of the wife fyftem of finance cftabliflied by the 
king. The induftrious part of the public docs 
not feel the dearnefs of the neceflaries of life, 
which is the confequence of the excife and mo<« 
nopoly, becaufe the wages of work are raifed 
in proportion to ti^cm. But thofe whp live oa 

£ J their 
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their rents feel their whole weight. If therefore 
they choofe to live confidently^ and in fome 
degree anfwerably to their eftates^ the ex^ 
pence of the theatre becomes too weighty 
an item for their purfes, In a word, the 
labouring part oi the public do not go to 
the play here, bccaufe labour makes them 
fparing ; and the idle do not go becauffe they 
are too poor. 

. I know no flronger mark of diftindtion be* 
twixt the Prufllan and Auftrian chara&er than 
what relates to the theatre* The Prufliai^ 
monarchy contains feyeral other fine cities* 
In Konigfbcrg there are upwards, of fixty thou- 
f^nd fouls ; in Breflaw, forty thoufai^d j; Stettin^ 
Magdeburg and Potfdam contain thirty thou- 
fand inhabitants and above; Francfort on the 
Oder, Wcfel, Embdqn, and t)ther cities, have 
from eighteen to twenty-five thoufand . inhabi- 
tants. A great many have from ten to fifteen 
thoufand fouls. In all thcle, two companies of 
players can hardly get ' enough to keep out 
hungejr. Qn the other hand, throughout Au- 
ftria you meet with a theatre in every fmall 
|:own. I found one at Lintz, at Neuftadt, at 
Su Polnair, and even at Chreps. The larger 

citic&i 
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*ities, asPrague, Prcfburg, Gritfs^ Brun, Sec. have 
all ftanding theatres. This difference is not 
6wing to the difference of fortunes, for Vienna 
excepted, which is fattened not only with the 
marrow of the whole monarchy, but with part 
of that of Germany ; there is much more money 
in thePruffian, than there is in the Auftrian do« 
minions, though no fingle houfe in the former 
has an income of fifty, one hundred, or even two 
hundred thoufand guilders. There is an ap- 
pearance of care amidft the middle clafles of 
the inhabitants of the Pruffian towns, of which 
you can have no idea in the Auftrian mo- 
narchy, the Netherlands and Lombardy only 
estcepted. The only diff<^rence confifts in the 
greater induftry of the Pruflians, and the fruga- 
lity which is infeparable from it. The Auftrian 
cities are full of idlers and fpendthrifts, who 
are, on the contrary, the fcarceft commodities 
in the Pruffian Hates. Befides this, the know*- 
ledge ahd manners to be found amidft the in» 
habitants of the greater part of the Pruflian 
provinces, put them in pofleffion of better 
plcafures than are to be met with in the theatre, 
the dancing booth, the cellar, &c, In the 
fmallcft Pruffian villages you meet with more 
* happinefs, than in many large ft»tcs in Auftria 1 

1^4 an4 
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and there is much more good done by private 
pcrfons in the for^npr, than in any of the latter. ^ 
You have long been defirous I fhould fa^ 
fomething to ypu qf the ^lei^* of the Pruflian 
naonarchy. The common accounts of h;m arc 
as contradiftory as they are ridiculous. There 
is a German journalifl: who has been Ihameleis 
enough to declare that the l^ing has purpofely 
peglefted the prince's education, in order tha,t 
the Ihades of his future government may make 
his own adminiftration more glprious. It is 
impoffible to revile either the king or prince 
with Icfs femblance of truth. The prince of 
Pruflia is not only particularly well educated^ 
bpt the king fecks every opportunity in his 
power tp attach him to his fyftem of govern- 
inent. The waripth of his temperament be- 
trayed him into fpme amoroy? exceffes in his 
youth J but he is now m\ich more ftaid and 
fober. According to the tpftimony of the king 
himfclf, who praifes np man upon flight 
gfounds, h^ is a great general ; aqd all the peo- 
ple here, who know h}m ^t all, aflure me tha( 
he is likcwife a great ftatefman. He loves the 
arts and fcienceSj and what ought tp recom- 
mend him to the iiotic^ of the German rcyipv- 
crs, thinks much mofe favourably of German 
literature than his great, upcle. He has been 

reproached 
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reproached with being refervcd, and not know- 
ing any thing of fricndfliip* This was a con- 
fequence of his former exceffes, which naturally 
rendered him diffident whom he trufted or ad- 
mitted to be witncfi of his irregularities ; but 
it is alfo a proof that the king had always a 
watchful eye over his education. All this, 
however, is much changed within the courfe of 
g few years, and his charafter has opened itfelf fo 
much to his advantage^ as to render him worthy 
of ranking amongft the great princes, who, by a 
kind of miracle, of which hiftory affords no 
other example^ have within a century raifed the 
Prufl!an kingdom from almofl: nothing to be 
one of the moft terrible ftates in Europe. 

The only thing which makes the Pruffian pa- 
triots at all apprehenfive of a change, is a little 
love for magnificence, and rather too unlimited 
a generofity. It is true that thcfe are moft for- 
midable failings in a monarchy, which, like the 
Pruffian, is built only upon fimplicity and fru- 
gality, and has no other ftrength but that which 
ariies from the exa^eft oeconomy. But the 
"king, who is better acquainted with this than 
any body elfe, and has ever been a more careful 
father, both of the prince and country, than 
jourpalifts think, has frequently made him 
feel, by^ experience, the b^d confequences of the 

want 
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want of proper frugality; and though the 
prince Ihould not, during his uncle's life-time 
adopt his fyftcm of oeconomy , he will not fit 
half a year upon the throne after his death 
without being convinced that he mull adopt it* 
The Pruffian ftate is a piece of clock-work, 
which (lands dill as foon as one wheel is im- 
paired i and the prince has wifdom, alacrity, and 
honour fufficicnt to give ear to the preffing 
voice of neceflfity, and not to let his country . 
fink through his indolence. 

The incomes of the Pruffian princes and 
princefies are by no means fo fcanty as people 
are generally taught to believe. Every prince 
has fifty thoufand rubles per annum fettled on 
him as foon as he comes of age, and the king's 
brother, as well as the hereditary prince, have 
befides, incomes arifing from eftates and places. 
Prince Henry has nearly four hundred thoufand, 
and the hereditary prince at leaft three hundred 
and fifty thoufand livres annually to depend 
upon. Neither of them are able to make the 
year meet on their incomes. But in cafes of 
neceffity the king is as free of his affiftance, a^ 
of his brotherly and paternal advice. He has 
a fpecial art in mixing advice and admonition 
with the money he at any time beflows. At . 
the fame time there is not a better pay-mafter 

in 
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in the world, nor is there an inftance of his 
having cheated any individual of a penny in 
hi$ accounts with them. 

I cannot conclude this fubjeft without 
giving you fome more anecdotes of this in 
general Qi much miilaken monarch. I (hall 
not repeat any of the dories which are publicly 
known of him, and do him as much honour as 
a private man, as his exploits do as a monarch. 
What I have to communicate to you relates to 
bis treatment of perfons with whom he had rea- 
fon to be diffatisfied, which will Ihew you 
at once both how little of the deipot he really 
has in him, and how well he underftands the 
^rt of iniinuating himfelf into the cabinets of 
the feveral European princesj and making him-^ 
feif matter of their moft important fecrets. 

I am acquainted with two perfons who have 
long been employed by the king in matters of 
the greateft importance. They are both of 
them adventurers of the firft clafs. The one 
poffefles fome talents, which however are more 
(hining than fubftantial, as his knowledge ia 
too much confined to his own affairs, and he 
does not know the conne£kion of them with 
political circumftances. The other had not 
hands fufEciendy clean, but his corruption 
has arifen more, from difllpation, than nature 
■ a or 
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or culpable habit. Both having been det^6led 
in impofing upon the king, there came to 
them fccrct advice from a third hand> and they^ 
difappeared from Berlin at different times^ 
The affair at that time made no further noife. 
It happened that both had it afterwards in their 
power to ferve the king, the one at the Eaftem 
Sea, and the other at the Lower Rhine. All 
thofc who have at any time been in olofe con- 
ned^ion with the king, even when they quarrel 
with him, prefervc an affeftion for his fervicc ii> 
their breafts, which (hews more than any thing 
cMe, that the king is not the tyrant he is rcpre- 
fcnted to be. 

The abundant love for his fcrvice, which was 
more a confequence of true regard and friend- 
Ihip than of felf-intereft, induced the fugitives 
to write the king word that there were things 
on the fpots where they were, in which they 
could be of fcrvice to him. This happened 
at different times, and the circumftances Jiad 
nothing to do with each other. The king ac- 
cepted their offers, rewarded them according to 
their fervices, and though he fent them many 
letters, fome of which I have feen, let fall 
never a word of their former mifdeeds. Sq 
far from it, there were marks in feveral of the 
letters, that he wifli^d to baniih the remem- 
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brance of them from his memory as faft as pof- 
fible. A Hill more extraordinary thing is^ that 
one of the men has been returned this three 
years, and has often had occaGon to converfc 
with the king, without having heard a fyllablc 
from him that could lead, even in the mofi: 
round-about way, to the old ftory. 
. Some anecdotes which I have been told 
here, and do not recollect to have feen in prints 
Ihew that this treatment of the two adventurers 
did not arife from any regard to felf-intcreft, 
but was the refult of the opinions which the king 
entertains of human nature. The prefent mini- 
ftcr > , was a major in thp laft Silefian 

war. As he had confeflcdly great military 
talents, the king made him adjutant to General 
Hilfer, who was as brave as his own fword, 
but was no deep thinker. This was done in 
confequence of the ufual cuftom ^ for when a 
dangerous expedition is in hand, Frederick al- 
ways employs perfons with iron bodies, who arc 
ufed to run without fearing againft any wall 
he fends them ; but then he always places 
an adjutant behind them, to give them the 
direftion. The major did his duty, and the 
king was well pleafed with him, and exprefled 
himfelf fo. The next thing you would imagine 
would have been preferment -, but this did not 
? follow i 
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IbUow ; for the gentleman had too much fait ia 
his compofitionj and had. happened to make 
fome obfervations rather too warm on the king's 
opefs^ions, Th^fe came to his ears^ and made 
fuch an impreflion on him> that he found an 
opportunity of letting the gentleman know that 
his aftions were more pleafmg than his criti* 
cifms. The major now th9ught that all hopes 
of his promotion were at an end for ever, he 
therefore retired to a provincial town, and 
gave himfclf up to philofophical purfuits, like 
a man who had nothing more to hope from the 
court. After a certain time had elapfed, the 
king bethought himfelf of enquiring for him. 
He was told that he was ftudying politics and 
finance for his amufement. On this the king 
let him wait a little while longer, and then 
promoted him to a confpicuous poft in the pro* 
vince, where having had occafion to diftinguilh 
himfelf^ he was finally called to the miniffay, 
nor has there ever been the leaft hint given of 
what had paffed between him and the king. 

Quintus Icilius had once been treated verf 
roughly in confequence of one of his publica- 
tions^ by a gentleman who was difpleafed, and 
took the liberty of writing with great freedom 
againfk him. A little while after, having occa^ 
fion to publifh again, he alked the king's per* 

miffion 
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mifllon to do it. « I have nothing to fay to 
' thefe matters,' replies the monarch, * you mull 

* alk Mr, , your reviewer's leave/ This 

nettled Quintus Icilius, whofe weak (ide was the 
pride of authorfhip j and he ihcwed his refent- 
tnent by abfenting himfelf for a few nights 
from the king's fuppers. When the king 
imagined his author's pride was a little cooled^ 
he fcnt him word that he had heard with plea*- 
furc that he was well again, and hoped to fee 
him at the ufual feafon. Quintus accordingly 
attended, and not a look or queftion pafled 
which could put him in the leaft diftrefs. On 
the contrary, the king converfed with him with 
a familiarity and good-humoured pleafantry that 
would have done honour to a private man, and 
could come only from one who was a man of th^ 
world, and loved mankind as well as he under** 
ftood them. There are many other traits of the 
fame kind, which Ihew how different the king 
of Pruffia is in every thing from a fultan. 

Whilft the Pruffian adminiftration is thus 
generally mifunderftood ; whilft the very courts 
who endeavour the moft exadly to imitate the 
operations of Frederick, cannot enter at all into 
the {pirit of his adminiftration, and commonly 
cither take that for an end which is only a 
means ; or for want of thought make thoft 

parts 
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parts of their government myfterious, which 
he renders the moft open to every man's in- 
Ipcftion who choofes to look upon them ; whilft, 
itt fincy moft of the other powers of Europe hav^ 
not fenfe enough to think of learning his fyftem 
of government J be is perfectly acquainted with 
the conftitution, adminiftration^ and the external 
circtimftances of every power in Europe, thd 
finalleft and moft apparently infigniflcant not 
excepted. He knows France better than ouf 
whole miniftry put together. I have be'eii af- 
fured from good authority, that for nclany years 
paft four perfons have travelled at his expence 
throughout our feveral provinces, itt order to 
give him accurate information of the popula- 
tion, the agriculture, the exports, and particu- 
larly the manufaftures of the country. I know 
for a certainty that by this means he knows 
the Auftrian provinces better than they are 
known at Vienna itfelf. The anecdote men- 
tioned in the Difcours freliminairey of the book . 
entitled Grande TaSliqueet Manoeuvres des Guerres 
Juivant lesprincipes defur Majefte Pruffiane^ of 
the Pruffian ambaffador at Paris, Lord Mar- 
Ihall, having in vain endeavoured to open the 
eyes of our minifter for foreign affairs .with re- 
gard to the affairs of Ruflia, is founded on a 
faft. Nor is this the only opportunity our 

miniftcrs 
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jhinifters have loft by their prefiimption o^ 
being taught by the king what might have been 
advantageous to the country they pretended to 
govern. It cannot indeed be denied that the 
emiflaries Which hfc employs to come at the fc- 
Crets of foreign courts, often make ufe of ways 



and means by which honour comes fhorc 
home. When, for inftance, the partition of 
Poland was in agitation^ the papers of a private 
fecretary of a certain cabinet were procured in ^ 
ftianner which much hurt the bonds of private 
friendfliip ; not only fo, but there was an auda* 
city ufed which far furpafles all idea. Without 
attempting to apologize for fuch things, I can 
only fayi that as they are artifices which all the 
courts of Europe allow themfclves, none is fo 
fuccefsful in them as the king of Pruffia, aft 
there is tio monarch who has fuch trufty and 
mcilte (ervants as he has* The aftivity, fidelity^ 
and fecrecy with which all his matters are ma- 
naged, are the caufes why the Prudlan ambaf^ 
fadors in all courts make fuch Ihort proceffes, 
.and commonly arrive ^t their conclufionfc 
when other minifters firft begin to reafon, to 
conje6hire, and to combine* That cabinet 
which thinks to carry on any important thin^ 
in which the king of Prufllia is conceited, with^ 
out his coming at the knowledge of it, is much 
voti HI. <' F miftaken. 
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miftaken. In the pr^fent tranfaftions of the 
courts of Peterfburgh and Vienha with regard 
to the Porte^ the king of Pru0ia has fprung 
fome mines which have opened him the doors 
of the two cabinets* He told the Jefuits of 
their fall, two years before it happened ^ but 
they believed not in him, and imagined them- 
feltes to be much greater prophets. 

Upon the whole, the ftrength of the king of 
Pruffia confiils partly in the knowledge of his 
own itrength, and partly in that he has of the 
ftrength of his rivals. There is a double ad- 
vantage in this, arifing from the underftandings 
of the latter being as unfteady and variable as 
thofe of the king and his minifters are plain 
and precife. Want of underftanding is the 
mother of pride, which leads us to the greateft 
political errors, and makes us defpife our ene- 
mies, to our great lofs. This blindnefs it wa^ 
which, as the king well obferved, carried Au- 
ftria into Silefia, and Great Britsdn into America. 
He himfelf is fure neveii to fall into fuch a 
fnare, as his felf-love neyer blinds him. As 
a proof of this, obferve the remarkable differ* 
ence there is between Auftrian and Pniflian 
ftate-papers. In the. former the writers always 
endeavour by all means, and often in the midft 
of vifible marks th^t they themfelves know 

better 
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better things, to trumpet forth the power of 
Auftria, and leffen that of Pruffia. The latter, 
on the contrary, even when they are at war with 
Auftria, (peak in the higheft terms of its great- 
nefs ; nor is there an inftance of a Pruffian't 
having given himfelf the trouble in, a public 
writing, to make the greatnefs of his countr/ 
more than it is. They ufe plain fa£ts and argu« 
ments, without the leaft exaggeration. A very 
ftrong diftinflive charafter this of the two 
countries. In the midft of the Bavarian war, 
whilft Auftrian writers ufed to fct forth that the 
king of Pruffia was obliged to enter into fome 
war to pay his army, whom he could otherwife 
neither clothe nor feed -, the Pruffianminifters only 
obferved in their ftate-papers, how inconceivable 
it was that fo high and mighty a power as the 
houfe of Auftria, a power fo juftly formidable to 
all the neighbours round, fhould feek to make 
itfelf ftill greater by the depreffion of an old 
monarch from whom it had fo little danger to' 
apprehend. In a word, the Pruffian kingdom is 
governed by rule, and the greateft part of the 
reft of thie world by opinion. 
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RamburgK, 

^1^ H E body, my deareft brodier, feels itfclC 
JL as much worfe in all the parts of North 
Germany, than It is in the fouthern ones, as the 
mind feels itfelf better. On this fid^ the Erts- 
mountain, the inns, roads, poft-waggons, and 
all that relates to travelling, are the very beft 
poflible ; on the other the inns are not a jot 
better than the Spanifli ones* The roads are 
like the Hungarian, and inftead of poft-chaifesi 
they have a kind of large farmer's waggon,' 
without cover or window, in which the paflen- 
gers lay along the ftraw like fwine, and arc ex* 
pofcd to all the inclemencies of the weather. 
On the other hand, here you meet with the beft 
company every where j there is hardly a village 
&> fmall but what has manufaftures, collections 
of the arts, and libraries -, befides which, every 
parifli-prieftin the country has more knowledge 
of mankind, than many a courtier in the fquth 
of Germany. 

Nature has likewife made; a great difference 
with refpeft to the jAyfical appearance of the 
two parts of Germanv. Saxony, which is the 

beft 
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ocft northern province for natural fruitfulncfs 
of country, ftill bears no comparifon with Bo- 
hemia, Aullria, Bavaria, and Suabia, and the 
hills of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Meck- 
lenburg, are not nearly of the fame value as 
thofc of the fame fize in the fouth. 

The dutchy of Mecklenburg is as large as 
the dutchy of Wirtemberg. The latter has five 
hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants, and its 
prince enjoys a revenue of two millions of rix 
dollars ; the former hardly two hundred and 
twenty thoufand men, and a revenue of not 
more than four hundred thoufand rix dollars, of 
which the Schwerin line enjoys three, and 
that of Strelitz one part. Notwithftanding 
this much larger population^ the dutchy of 
Wirtemberg could nourifli all the inhabitants 
of Mecklenburg with its fuperfluity. On a 
calculation, we fhould find that the dutchy of 
Wirtemberg has five or fix times the natural 
riches of that of Mecklenburg, notwithftanding 
the more advantageous fituation of the latter on 
the fea. 

With regard to pi6turcfque appearance of 
country, there is much more beauty and variety 
in the dutchy of Mecklenburgh than in the 
mark of Brandenburg ; though you meet with 
no hills properly fo called in cither, for the 

F3 thin^ii 
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things which they xiignify with the name of 
hillsj throughout this whole country, are na 
other than mole-hills ; wheni (rompsM'ed to true 
hills. There are however in Mecklenburg^ 
fcveral very pretty landfc^pes^ where foft hills 
. beautified with great varieties of woodsy 
meadows covered with corn, and little cottages^i 
furrounding fmall lal^es, make a very fine 
pi6lure. 

The Mecklenburg farmers are a very ftrong 
and healthy race of men. Their curlii^ white 
hair reminds the traveller of the old Germans^ 
who heretofore contributed to the ^omaii lux* 
ury that 4urea c^e/aries which, on the head of a 
thin boned, fallow-faced, and coughing young 
fcnator, muft have been the greateft fatire 
on the corruption of Rome, in the eyes erf" 
thinking men. Almoft ^11 the farmers in Meck^^ 
lenburg arc flaves ; but their fates are not fo 
hard as they feem^ as the nobility are humane^^ 
enlightened, and good-natured. They, as well 
as the burgeffes of certain cities^ enjoy a freer 
4om Yittt which has long been loft in the Up- 
per Germany. The duke of Mecklenburg 
and the eleftor^ of Saxony are the moft limited 
princes of the empire ; nor have any decrees of 
th? imperial court, which they have brought for- 
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ward in tbeir feveral contentions with their 
Ilatesj yet been able to humble their nobility, 
whofe jesdouiy of the power of their governors 
fometinnes amounts to an almoft ridiculous 
excefs. 

The dukes obtained at the treaty of Tefchen, 
in return for having given up their claims on 
the marquifate of Ijeuchtenbergj the famous Jus 
de nonappellandOy in conlequence of which no 
law (liits can be carried out of their own 
courts to the tribunal of the empire. They 
thought by thi$ to have gained a prodigious 
advantage over their ftates $ but thefe protefted 
againft this privilege, as being inimical to their 
liberties^ and the affair is not yet determined. 
Probably the dukes will maintain themfelves 
in the poiTeflion of a privilege pofleiTed by 
few except the electors, and by this means ob« 
tun real dominion in their countries. 

When I tell you men of the gre^t world j that 
there is very good company to be met with on the 
banks of the Lokenifs^ the Stor^ the Rekeniisj^ 
the Wamci and feveral other rivers, which 
though you havfe nevef heard them mentioned 
ill your lives, zft not only as true rivers as the 
Somme, the Scheld, the Sambre, but in many 
parts of them navigable rivers too ; you will 
think that my taftc muft needs haye fuffered great 

r 4 corruption 
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corruption from the grofs air pf Germany. I 
can affurc you however, that if by a ftroke pf 

^ magic wand you could be taken out off 
your perfumed becjs, %nd . wirfioiit breathing 
a drachm of German air, be tranfportcd 
into a cirgle of Mecl^lenburg npblefle, you 
woul4 find the fgcicty very agreeable. It is 
true you meet there no academicians, no abbes, 
no virtuofi, no journalifts, no players, nor any 
pf the cbaraffers ^ich contribute fo much to 
enliven your fociety. But on the other hand, 
natural found undcrflandings and good hearts 
give the converfation a ftronger and more fub- 
ftantial relifh than all your anecdotes and bif" 
(oriettes de cour, your coincdies, brochures ^ and 
all the other artificial ragouts--— with which you 
mix fo much aiTafoetida, 

I have feen no nobleflc happier, or more 
hofpitable than that of Mecklenburg, efpecially 
that in and about Guftron, Nor are they fo un- 
acquainted with the refinements of life, and 
the great world, as you may imagine, The 
tables are wopderfuUy well .covered, and you 
jnay vifit many perfons who are very well ac- 
quainted with the life of courts. Literature is 
found among all rank$ whp are above the po- 
pulace. The women knpw noAing of what isi 
CQri^iponly called tM, They Ijayc none pf 

/ • that 
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that boldnefs and imperioufnefs, nor yet any 
thing of the defire of conqueft of our country- 
women ; they are gentle, and attentive to their 
children, ftill and bafliful ; but all that they fay 
is fo naif and hearty, that the wit of our moft 
famous country-women appears loathfome and 
flat to me when campared to it. I was not at 
all furprifed to find the prefcnt war much the 
fubjcft of converfation throughout the whole 
of my t6ur. The nation take a natural concern 
in it, both on account of the troops they let out, 
and from their having been for feveral centuries 
very warlike themfelves; No wonder that under 
fuch circumftances more than a hundred news 
papers (hould not be fuffieient to fatisfy their hun- 
ger after news. But what I cannot fo readily 
explain, is, the amazingpartiality of the Germans 
for the Englilh. You hardly meet with one Ger- 
man out of a hundred who is on our fide. The 
Mecklenburghers efpecially have a foncjnefs and 
veneration for our enemies which approaches to 
fuperfl:ition. I was in many places where they 
gave little /f/^i whenever the God with two trum- 
pets, one before and the other behind, fpread re- 
ports favourable to theEnglifli. It is true indeed 
that there is fomething great in the heroic deeds 
and charafter of the Englilh, which naturally 
leads the opinion of mankind towards them. 

% But 
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But it is not only in what relates to war that the 
Germans are hoftile to us. They look upon our 
government as the excefs of defpotifm> and 
confider us as a tricking and treacherous people. 
You know that this is the dire£l: oppofite of the 
ch^radtcr we give ourfelves, and indeed of that 
which is given us by fome other nations whom 
we have made our friends by our franknefs and ho- 
nefty j but it is the projeftors and adventurers, 
who being cafl out by France, have attempted to 
make their fortunes in Germany, that have raifed 
thig prejudice againft us^ for which reafbn I 
could not forgive the Germans their judging fb 
unfavourably of us from fuch fpecimens, if I did 
not know that we are equally unjuft towardsi 
them, and are apt to confider the baron, who 
often makes a ridiculous figure in Pahs, with his 
embroidered coat^ and embroidered vefl^ asa nu)-* 
del of the German nobility. Upon the whole, 
different nations muft forgive each other their 
prejudices, and it is eafy to forgive them 
when, as it is in Germany and France, they da 
po hurt to individuals, however they may 
affeft national pride. In England;^ Holland^ 
and fome other countries, they are often at-> 
tended with fatal confequenccs to i^dividualsj^ 
and are therefore jfiot to be forgiven^ 

Tho 
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, The firft appearance of the free imperial city 
of Hamburg is very difgufting and ugly. Mod; 
of the ftrtets are narrow, clofe, and b^ack, and 
the populace in them is fierce^ wildj and, gene<r 
rally fpeaking, not very clean. As foon how- 
ever, as a man has made his way into die prin- 
cipal houfes, he begins to conceive a more fa- 
vourable opinion of the town. In the houfes of 
the rich merchants you fee tafte, cleanlinefs» 
magnificence, and at times even profufion. The. 
Hamburghcrs are the firft proteftants I have 
feen, who have continued good catholics in the 
material points of eating and drinking. Their 
tables arc even better than thofe of the people 
f}{ Vienna, Gratz, Prague, and Munich, whom 
heretofore I have defcribed to you as fuch comr 
piendable proficients in the art of the Apicii ^ 
|ior is there a place in the world where they have 
fo many refinements on the fcnfual pleafures 
;is is in this. Though in few parts of Ger- 
many gardening is in as flourifliing a ftate as 
it is here, yet they are not contented with the 
wonderful vegetable? which their own country 
affords, but import many fpecies of them from 
England, Holland, and various parts of Ger- 
many. This is owing tp fafhion, which has af- 
fixed a preference to the vegetables which come 
ffoni %]\ck countries, T^cy get together from 
• Paft, 
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Eaft, Weft, North, and South, tvhat every 
country produces peculiar to itfelf and coffly for 
the table. But it would far exceed your belief 
was I to lay before you an exaft pifture of the 
way of living here. You may however form to 
yourfelf fome idea of it, when I tell you 
that it is the cuftom in great houfes, to give 
a particular wine with every di(h. According 
to the eftablifhed courfes of good houfe- 
keeping. Burgundy, Champaigne, Malaga, 
Port and Mpfelle, have each their different 
dilh to which they belong j fo that when the 
meat is ferved up for which nature, accord- 
ing to the opinion of the Hamburghers, has 
dcftined each particular wine, there is al-^- 
ways frejfh glades fet on. With young gceen 
beans, which is a difh of fome ducats, and new 
herrings, a difh which cofts a guilder, the 
Hamburghers commonly drink nothing but 
Malaga wine j and Burgundy is the ftanding 
vehiculvm of green peafe. Oyfters muft of 
all necefTiry fwim in Champaigne ; and the cofl- 
ly fait meats admit of no other convoy than 
Port and Madeira. You muft not think that thi§ 
takes place only on feftivals ; by no means -, it is 
the daily food of the rich ; and their way of 
Jiving i,s adapted in every thing to this, 

I am 
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I am foon to make fome vifits in the country 

houfcs near town, which arc out of all number. 
Equipages, furniture, play tables, every thing, 
Tn a word, is anfwerable to the expence of the 
table. Few aiTemblies of Parifian people of 
fafliion, are more brilliant than the parties who 
meet in villas here, and they hardly play 
as high. Thofe who can afford to fpend no 
more than twenty or thirty thoufand livres a 
year, rank among the middling clafs^ and 
though they are all obliged to fupport thcm- 
felvcs by ,their own induftry, and that there 
is {c2irct any nobility with a ftated revenue 
to be met with, there are many families 
who fpend from forty to fifty or fixty thoufand 
livres a year in their houfekccping. 

Notwithftanding all this love of good eating, 
the mind is not opprefled and borne down by the 
body here as it is in the fouthern parts of Ger- 
many. The Hamburghers of the higher clafs 
are ftill mord jovial, more happy, more con- 
vcrfible, and more witty, than the Saxons. 
You meet here with many literati of the firft 
clafs. Natural hiftory particularly flourifhes 
much and is held in high eftimation. It was a 
Hamburghcr who gave Linnaeus the fundamen- 
tal ideas of his Syfiema Naturae. As moft of the 
young people are fcnt abroad to form trading 

connexions 
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conne&ions in the feveral ports of London, Pc* 
terfburg, Calais, Bourdeaux, &c. in all which the 
Hamburghers hare houfes, a ftranger is fure to 
meet with Ibme people who are acquainted with 
his native country. The Hamburghers upon the 
whole are great travellers, which renders the foci- 
etyofthis place particularly lively and animated* 

The women of this place are handfome, gen- 
teel, and freer in their manners than they ger 
nerally are in proteftant countries j particularly 
there obtains a vivacity which a man is not ufed 
to look for in the north, and is a ftrong contraft 
to the aldermannic gufto of Holland. Doubt- 
lefs the good eating occafions this. 

One of the great pleafures of this city arifes 
from the Alfterflufs. It comes from die 
north, almoft through the middle of the city, 
and forms a lake in it, nearly eight hundred 
paces in circumference. In a fummer even^ 
ing this lake is almoft covered over with gondo- 
las, which liave not fueh a melancholy afped asr 
the Venetian ones. Thefe are filled with fa- 
mily or other parties, and have often boats in at- 
tendance upon them with mufic. The whole 
has an aftonifhing good effeA, which is ftill 
greater from there being a much-frequented pub* 
lie walk by the lake 3 the livelinefs of which 

corrcfpopds^ 
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€orrefponds very pleafingly with that of the 
people on the water. 

Near the city there are fome villages on the 
Elbe called the Four Landsy which are alfo in 
fummer a notable rendezvous of pleafure. The 
fanners who live in thefe villages arc in very 
good circumftances^ and take a prodigious fum 
of money from the town, for their excellent vc- 
getablesj particularly for their green peafe. Eve- 
ry day during the fummer you meet here with 
parties from the city, who are as confpicuous for 
their genteel appearance, as for their excefles 
in eating and drinking. The farmers daughters 
are very pretty, and their drefs the handfomefl: 
I have yet feen amongft this clafs of beings; 
They allure the young men of the city to then- 
cots ; and many quarter themfclves here under 
the pretence of a milk diet, but in fad to be 
near their fweethearts. 

Thefe above mentioned four villages fupply 
the town with vegetables, butter, milk, hay, 
and many other things of the kind — alfo with 
moft of the women of pleafure, and moft of. the 
Ipinners. 

The city of Alton a, which lies at no great dif- 
ftance from this town, alfo affords this people 
many opportunities of amufing themfelves. ^The 
king of Denmark, who from ajealoiafy of Ham- 
burg 
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burg^ endeavours by every means in his powef 
to make this place flourifliing, appears to have 
it in his head to hurt the brothels and inns of the 
city, as well as the trade. Through his care 
Altona has, in a fhort fpace of time^ from a fmall 
village, become a town of thirty-five thoufand 
inhabitants, amongft whom, however, to fpeak 
freely, there are far too many rafcals. 

The country round about Hamburg, though 
a flat, is extremely pleafant ; the various and 
flourilhing agriculture gives it a very gay ap- 
pearance ; the water, however, contributes 
muqh to the beauty. The river conduces ex- 
tremely to the advantage of this city^ which by 
taking the laft toll, has almoll an illimited com-^ 
mand over it. It is a mile and three quarters 
broad at Hamburgh, and forms fevcral iflands, 
on which they make parties of pleafurc. The 
afpeft of this mighty river, always well filled 
with (hips, and in feveral parts containing very 
rich iflands, has a great deal of majefl:y in it* 
;. 'Tis a pity that you enjoy this magnificent 
profpeft only from a few houfes in the city. 

Notwithftanding the quantity of water, and 
low fituation> the air of the place is extremely 
good ; this is owing to the cleanfing it receives 
from the ftrong winds which blow upon it from 
all quarters. The north wind is very dange- 
rous 
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h>us to the city, it impedes the courfe of the 
flream, and occafions many inundations which 
frequently fill the lower parts of the houfes 
with water, and do a great deal of mifchief to 
the country around. 
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I&inburgft 

HAMBUR6 is without comparifon the 
moft flourifhing commercial city in all 
Germany; Except London and Amfterdam, there 
is hardly a port in which you fee conflantly fo 
many (hips as you do here. The prefent bufi- 
nefs confifts in great paft of commilfion and 
carrying ; but the proper and folid trade of 
the inhabitants is likewife very confiderable. 
Their principal trade is driven with Spain 
and France ; and they gain confiderably by the 
exchange with the former. Hamburg has hi- 
therto fupplied Spain with moft of its linens ; 
it alfo fupplies it with large quantities of 
iron> copper, and other articles which the 
north produces. The PruflianS) Danes, Swedes, 
and Ruffians give themfelves^ a great deal of 
trouble to be the carriers of their own com- 
voL III, G modities 
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modicies to Spain ; but it is extremely difficult 
to turn trade out of an old channel, and many 
of the merchants of the north find the carrying 
trade of Hamburg too convenient, and in part 
alfo too profitable to them, for the prefent pro- 
prietors to be in any great danger of lofing this 
channel of trade. The fums advanced ftay too 
long at Cales, and when a country cannot pay it- 
felf in the commodities of that it trades with, 
the trade with Spain is very troublefome. At 
prefent Hamburg is always in debt to Spain, 
for except in time of war, (when materials for 
Ihip building, ammunition, &c. make fome dif- 
ference) it carries more things out of the 
country than it furniflies. Another reafon why 
that part of the northern exports will always 
go through the hands of the Hamburghers is, 
that they can pay for them quickly and regu- 
larly; whereas .the waiting for the Ihips from 
the Havannah, without the return of which 
the Spanifh trade cannot go on, often puts 
the northern merchant to inconveniencies. 

Sugar cane is the grelat article which goes 
from Spain to Hamburg, by which the latter 
gains large fums. No nation has hitherto been 
able to vie with the Hamburghers in boiling and 
refining fugars. The trade for thefe articles 
extends through all Germany, Poland, and a 

great 
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great part of the north. Other important articles 
which Hanmburg takes from Spain, and with 
which it drives a very confiderable trade in 
the north, are wine, fait, fruit and the like. 
Befides all thcfe, manufafturcs of handker- 
chiefs, ratteens, and ribbons, apothecaries 
drugs, and the fifhery, form a very confidera- 
ble part of the trade of the country. There is 
no place in the world which contains finer and 
more cunning fpeculators than this does ; no 
circumftances or moment favourable to afingle 
article efcape them. The prefent war has 
brought them in aftonifliing fums. 

The enlightened and patriotic governors of 
this place omit nothing which can contribute 
to the extenfion of trade. Some years ago the 
profpeft of' advantage to their fellow citizens 
made them attempt to open a trade for them on 
the coaft of Barbary ; the Dutch were immedi- 
ately jealous of this, and made the king of 
Spain believe that the Hamburghers furnifhed 
the Saracens with implements of war : the king, 
in confequence, made feveral orders, whicl\ 
have Hopped the channel to the prefent mer- 
chants, whom however he cannot prevent from;i 
much more profitable commerce with his own 
fubjedts. 

o 2 This 
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This ftate is furrounded on all fides by 
mighty rivals, of whom however, the induftry, 
punning, and liberty of the inhabitants ever get 
the better. The Danifti government omits 
nothing that can hurt the country ; nay it often 
feeks to hurt it without any prolpeft of advan* 
tage to itfelf. One of the favourite projefts of 
the Danifh minifters is to unite the Eaft Sea to 
the German Ocean, by a canal joined to the 
Eyder* This iivould give a death ftroke to the 
commerce of Lubeck and Hamburg ; but the 
government and the intelligent part of the 
country are as eafy about this, as they would be 
if his Danifli majefty was to order a canal to 
be dug in Greenland. On the other fide, the 
king of Pruflia had, by his terrible taxes, cut 
ofF the communication of this country with 
Saxony by the Elbe, which was a fevere ftroke 
to both countries. What did the wife govern- 
ment here do ? It entered into a treaty of com-^ 
merce with Hanover and Brunfwick, and laid 
the plan of a road between Saxony and this place. 
This foon convinced the king of Pruflia. that 
his toll on the Elbe wquld be ruined fooner than 
the trade between Hamburg and Saxony, and 
forced him to lower it accordingly. Still 
however it is too high for the Saxons and 

Hamburghers, 



TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 85 

Hamburghers, but muft continue for fome time 
within tolerable bounds. 

Notwithftanding all the impediments caft 
in the way of it, the trade of this country has 
been continually gaining ground during this 
century. No doubt, the immediate caufcs 
have been the improvements in agriculture, 
Jthe increafe of population, and the greater 
approaches towards luxury, made by the inhabi- 
tants of the north. Liberty alone would how- 
ever in time have been fufficient to have re- 
moved many of the hindrances which hoftile 
neighbours fought to put in the way of the 
trade. Whilft the neighbouring powers were 
increafing their excife and cuftom-houfe duties, 
and by fo doing (lopping up fo many channels 
of commerce to their fubjedts, here they were 
opening every door both of exports and imports; 
and inftead of fecking to raife, were inventing 
every poflible method to diminifli the taxes. 
This illimited freedom of trade is of a piece, 
with the fpirit of the conftitution and of the 
city, and was the only means which the wife 
governors of it could hit upon to raife the ftate,. 
But if the ftate had not been a fingle indepen- 
dant city, as the luxury which fupports a frcQ 
trade could not have been kept ijp but at the 
cxpencc of the country, the illimited freedom 

03 would 
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would have been very difadvantageous to the 
country belonging to it. The politicians of 
this place are in the right when they maintain 
that illimited liberty of trade is the founda- 
tion of the well-being of their country; but 
they are in the wrong for blaming, as they 
all do, the Pruflian fyftem of excife, as a 
mad fyftem, equally deftruftive to the country 
and people. There is a great difference be- 
tween a fingle independant city and a great 
ftate. That commerce which enriches, the 
Hamburghers, makes feveral of the Holftein-r 
ers and Mecklenburghers poor, by taking 
fo much money from them for coffee, fugar, 
wine, &c. and it would foon ruin the king of 
Pruffia's beft provinces, juft as the flourilh- 
ing trade of Dantzick has too much contri-. 
buted to the impoverilhing of the wide extended 
kingdom of Poland. If Hamburg had a large 
extent of country, it would foon find the bad 
confequences of an illimited freedom of trade, 
efpecially, if like the leaders of other republics, 
its governors would not prefer the inhabitants 
of the country to thofe of the city. In the 
mean time, the bafe clamour of foreign and do- 
mcftic merchants, by neither of whom the king 
of Pruffia would fuffer his fubjefts to be plun- 
dered, has made him be reputed a tyrant by 
Mr* Wraxall, and writers of his ftamp. 

The 
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The fortunes of the inhabitants of this coun«- 
try are in a conftant date of fluctuation , The 
expenfivenefs of living is the reafon that there 
are very few rich houfes ; you can hardly find 
any that has been fifty years in the fame ftyle of 
iplendour. The immenfe profits of this grand 
commercial country are fo well divided, that you 
cannot meet with above five perfons who poflefs 
a millions but the numbe;r of houfes which have 
from three to fix hundred thoufand guilders, 
is extremely great. But then as foon as a mer- 
chant makes one hundred thoufand guilders, he 
muft have his coach and country houfe. His 
expences keep pace with his income, fo that 
the leaft blow brings him back to poverty $ from 
which, however, the flighted: labour will extricate 
him again. Hamburg is truly Angular as a 
commercial city, in this refpeft, for you meet 
in it with perfons who have been bankmpts three 
or four times, and yet have returned to riches. 
The man who has an income of from two to 
three hundred thoufand florins, and makes more 
Ihew with it, both in his trade and houfe- 
keeping, than many Amfterdamers who have 
many millions, lofes in a moment his country* 
houfe, his houfe in town, his palace, his ware* 
houfe, his coach and gardens, and begins again 
»s a broker s but hardly are his old eftate and 

G 4 country 



88 TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

country houfe fold off, than he has another 
cftate, buys another country houfe, is able to 
drive through the town with two prancing 
Holfteiners before him, and, has his garden, his 
coach, his gambling box, — till, heigh prefto ! 
he is a broker again. The inexplicable facility 
of making ufe of one's money, renders the 
Hamburgher here too bold ; fo that he does more 
bufinefs with fifty thoufand florins, than a 
Dutchman will do with two hundred thoufand ; 
but then he is more expofed to reverfe of fortune 
than the Dutchman is. However, the fecurity 
he is under of not being obliged to beg in his 
old age, renders him quite carelefs. There 
are, indeed, np where fo good retreats for bank- 
rupts as there iare here. If broken merchants 
do not choofe to turn brokers and try their luck 
afrefh, they have employments given them on 
which they may live very comfortably. Befides 
thcfe, there are funds for the fupport of poor 
burghers^ words which mean here bankrupts. 
There is no place, indeed, where the eflablilh- 
ments for the poo? arc on fo fplendid a footing as 
they are here. Look where you will you fee that 
bankrupts have had a fhare in the legiflation, 
and that they have fought to make themfelve^ 
^fjc} ;hcir pofterity fecure againft all evepts.. 

The 
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The great and frequent revolutions in the 
commercial houfes of this place^ ^\vc the mer- 
chant an alacrity which he has no where elfe in 
the world. The genius of trade does no where 
fo many wonders as it does here. The Ham*« 
burghers far outdo the Dutch in happy calcula^ 
tions, fpeculation^ and fortunate hits ; and you 
meet wfth more true theory of trade amongft 
the brokers of this place, than there is to be 
found in many thick books written cxprefsly on 
the fubjeit. Only you muft not expeft to fee 
the fubjcft treated with a view to finance, 
as they have no reliih for cuftoms, excife, and 
all the modern Jewiih inventions to fpunge the 
fubftance of the people. 

The quicknefs and vivacity with which trade 
is carried on here, employs a larger capital than 
is put into it by the Dutch, who are more expert 
at faving money than at getting it. The Ham- 
burgher works himfelf up again with the fame 
eafe with which he falls ; whereas the Dutchman 
could not make his fortune without exceflive 
parfimony, and commonly fpeaking, is indebted 
only to his induftry and faving for what he gets. 

Rich inheritances are very fcarce here, in com- 

« 

parifon to the fum of money there is in the 
place, as this is divided amongft too many, 

and 
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and the ebbs and flows arc too frequents The 
great capital of every inhabitant is his induftry 
and underftanding. 

The illimited credit of the bank of this place, 
is a certain fign both of the riches of the ftate, 
and of the right notions which prevail here with 
refpeft to every thing which has a relation to 
trade. The foundations on which this bank 
rcfts, are the fimpleft that can be imagined. 
There is neither paper nor any kind of coined 
money, but only a large quantity of filver, 
which is meafured out by the pound. It is, 
however, the moft refpefted, and I muft think 
the moft fecurc of all the eftablilhments of the 
kind in the world. 

The government of Hamburg is wonderful. 
I am acquainted with no commonwealth that 
has fo nicely hit off the juft mean betwixt arifto* 
cracy and democracy, and fecured itfelf fo well 
againft the inconveniencies of both, as this has 
done. The legiflative power is in the hands of 
the aflembled burgefles. Tlaefe are chof^n 
from the five pariQies of the city. The firft 
college, or firft deputation of' them, confifts of 
the aldermen, three of whom are chofen by the 
inhabitants of each parilh. Every parifh alfo 
fe^ds nine perfons to the fecond, which^ with 
the former one, make a college of fixty. 

Finally, 
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Finally, each parifh contributes twenty-four to 
the third,making, when joined to the two former, 
a number of one hundred and eighty. The ordi- 
nary bufinefs is regularly brought by the council 
before this affembly j butwhcn there is a new law 
to be made, or a new tax to be raifed, after having 
pafled this court, it muft farther be laid be- 
fore a general affembly of the burghers. The 
one hundred and eighty, together with fix af- 
feffors added to them from each parilh, muft ap- 
pear before this affembly, in which every man 
who poffeffes a houfe of his own, or an eftatc 
that is out of debt, or a certain fum in fpecic 
above the value for which the houfe or eftatc 
is mortgaged, may appear and give his vote. 
The niiferable corporation fyftem, which, in 
other republics approaching towards democracy, 
often leads to ridiculous, and often to very feri- 
ous' and fatal exceffes, has no influence here 
upon the ftate. No manufafturer can tyran- 
nize over the people, as is the cafe in many 
other republican governments; flor does the 
happinefs of the whole depend upon the will or 
caprice of a company of Ikinners or barber 
furgeons. Due provifion has alfo been made 
that the will of the mob, which often overturns 
the wifeft ordinances, and the raoft ufeful pro- 

jefts^ 
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jedsj in countries approaching fo nearly to the 
democratic form as Hamburg does, fhould 
not cafily do mifchief here. Before a law comes 
before a general afiembly of the people, it has 
been tried and approved by the wifer part of 
them, which renders it not difficult to gain over 
the reft to the good fide, as of courfe they 
will have confidence in legiflators originally 
nominated by themfelves. This legiflative 
affembly is likewife fo numerous as to render 
it very difficult for a part to get the mattery 
over the whole, by the ufual democratic 
artifices. 

As thefc colleges are cftablifticd for a long 
time, and are not eafily changed, the members 
of them are well enough acquainted with the 
true circumftances of the commonwealth, to be. 
able to lay before both their refpc6tive commu- 
riities, and the burghers in general affembly, an 
accurate and juft account of the fenfe of every 
law, proclamation, or tax. The divifion of the 
burgher focieties, according to pariflics,has like-, 
wife this farther advantage attending it, that 
family connexions do not fo eafily acquire a pre- 
judicial influence as they do in republics divided 
into corporations or private focieties. If you will 
take the trouble to compare this conftitution 

with 
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Turith that of other commonwealths, many more 
advantages will immediately ftrike you. 

The council in whofe hands the executive 
power is lodged, confifts of thirty- fix perfons, 
to wit, four burgomaftcrs, four fyndics, twenty- 
four counfellors, and four fccretaries. Only 
the burgomaftcrs and counfellors have votes. 
It elefts its own members by lot. The power 
being direfted only towards the proper execution 
of the laws in being, is illimited, the natural 
confequence of which is, that both th^ courts 
of juftice andthe police have a ftrength here 
which they have in few republics that are fo 
democratic. Nor is government taken in hand 
here as in other countries, by perfons who have 
no proper vocation to it. Three of the burgo- 
maftcrs, the counfellors, and all the fyndics 
and fccretaries, muft be graduated literati, who 
have given proofs of theif learning. One 
burgomafter and ten counfellors muft, con- 
fiftently with the nature of the commonwealth^ 
be merchants. The pay of the counfellors is 
fufficient to reftrain the fpirit of innovation. 
Honour, virtue and ability, are the moft likely 
foundations to fucceed in being elefted. 
When a counfellor abufes his power, he is 
jobliged to leave the city. The number of 
counfellors is too fmall for the power of private 
4 families 
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families to be able to put a .reftraint on the ad- 
miniftration of juftice and police. In a word, 
the legiflative power is as gentle and popular 
as it can be ; and the executive is, as it muft be, 
monarcbically ftrong* Hanmburg is in truth the 
model of a well-regulated commonwealth. ' A 
mifapplication or wafte of the public treafure 
happens very feldom, and is almoft impoffible, 
as the perfbns who are charged with the ad- 
mi niftration of it, arc no members of the 
council, but on the contrary are watched over 
with the greateft attention by them and the 
general aflembly, and are obliged to the greateft 
pun<5hiality. They confift of ten perlbns fe- 
lefted from the general aflembly, and are chofen 
out of each parifli, one by vote and the other by 
lot. Every fix years each of the three deputies 
lays his office down, and his parifh fends another 
in his ftead. The reafon of the change is not as 
in other republics, that all may have a ihare of 
the cake, but to free the deputies from a trou- 
blefome and laborious office. 

The income of the ftate is very large. It is 
made up partly from ftanding fources of income, 
and partly from occafional taxes granted by the 
community. Some taxes are voluntary, and the 
burghers have the right to put what they think 
their quota into the purfe which is fhut^ and the 

deputies 
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deputies dare not open in their prefence. 
Upon the whole the taxes are confiderable. In 
order not to let the mouth of the Elbe, on 
which the cxiftence of the country depends^ 
be choked up with fand, and for the mainte* 
nance of the feveral harbours in it, they have 
been obliged to raife fome taxes, which in ap- 
pearance are beyond their means. The aggre- 
gate of them together makes about three mil-^ 
lions of marks, or four millions of livres, and 
is hardly fufficient for the purpofes required of 
them. 

The quick and conftant revolutions in the 
fortunes of every citizen fecure this common- 
wealth ftill more than its conftitution from the 
mifchiefs of oligarchy and family plots. They 
know nothing here of domineering or dan- 
gerous houfes, from which none of the repub- 
lics of the prefent day are free. One fign of 
the good government and wonderful adminiftra- 
tion of this commonwealth is, that it is almoft 
the only imperial city^hat carries none of the 
fuits between its* own members before the tri- 
bunal of the empire. At Vienna they men- 
tioned to me feveral free imperial towns who had 
f endered themfelves dependant on the emperor, 
by carrying their private grievances before the 
emperor's court. In the beginning of this 

century 
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century Hamburg itfelf was expofed to fotnt 
danger of this kind, but in 1708 it was fup* 
prefled by the benevolent offices of the imperial 
court, and the zeal of feveral patriots of the 
place, and fince that time the tranquillity of 
the country has met with no interruption. 
The bands of fociety arc too faft bound for there 
to be any caufe of unealinefs about future events^ 
The only real caufe of apprehcnfion which 
diis city has experienced of late years, has 
arifen from a mifunderftood religious zeal ; but 
in our time religious zeal, if it light any fire, 
can only light up a fire of ftraw, which is 
very eafily put out again* In the inftance be* 
fore us, the imperial minifters, (whom the 
burgeffes have more than one caufe to refpeft) 
and the wifdom of the council united, took joint 
care that the fparks fhould be fmothered before 
they covild break out into a flame. The cafe 
was this : Hamburg was bleffed with an ortho- 
dox pried, who let it want for nothing that 
could ftir up a flame. This, by conftant blow- 
ing, he had at length fo well fed, that the peo- 
ple were for proceeding to aftion to prevent 
the catholics from ferving God in the chapel 
belonging to the imperial minifterj but th^ 
police took care to prevent the mifchief, which 
has nevef i^nce broke out to ^ny extent. 

There 
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There is indeed at the head of the preient 
clergy^ a man who would do our prefent philo* 
Ibphical age very little credit, were it not that 
every body knows the government only fuffers 
him becaufe they are fecure that his inquifitorial 
Ipirit only hurts himfelf, and cannot have the 
lead bad effefk upon others. This gentleman, 
who is called Gofs, fome time fince gave fire in 
his pulpit againil the pope and all his adherents; 
but this produced no other effeft than his being 
compelled to make an apology to the imperial 
mmifter. The cafe it feems was this : When 
this gentleman firft afcended his paper tribunal, 
the cuflrom ftill prevailed at Hamburg of 
curfing the pope and all his adherents publicly 
in the prayer before fetmon. The government 
wifely perceiving that this gave great fcandal 
in fuch times as thefe, ordered the court pricft 
to omit this ceremony in future. The love, 
however, of curfing had taken fuch firm poffcf- 
fion of the man, that he not only gave in a 
formal proteftation againft this inroad of the 
fpiritual lipon the temporal power ^ but the next 
3unday, without waiting to fee what anfwer 
his fuperiors would make, fired a double 
volley. Upon this, the council took the beft 
way of teaching the ill-mannered brute a better 
VOL. Ill* H behaviouf^ 
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behaviour^ by punifhing him with the k^s of 
his fat benefice. Mynheer high paftor had foon 
.philofophy enough to fee that it was better for 
him not to curfc than to ftarvc, and fo the pope 
and his ftate had juilice done them in the 
ftate and high church of Hamburg* But 
though this man has been many times publicly 
and univerfally hifled fince this events which 
took place twelve or fifteen years ago, 
and though he has been the jeft of all the 
proteftant part of Germany, and even of his 
own brethren at Hamburg, y€t is not his holy 
head in the lead cooled. He raves as pub- 
licly againft the race of monks, as he does 
againft the pope. He is the declared enemy of 
all public amufements<^ The theatres are A 
particular eye-fore to him. This, as the better 
part of the public do nothing but amufe them-* 
felves with him, gave rife to a very humorous 
adventure^ An Englifhman who happened to 
be at the play, was fo pleafed with a piece which 
he faw e^ibited, that he aiked the gentlemani 
who fat next to him the name of the author* 
The gentleman, whofe name is Dreyer> hap- 
pening to be a wit, aflured the Englifhman that 
this very excellent and interefting drama was 
written by Mr. Gofs, firft preacher in Ham- 
burg. The Engliihman, full of impatience to 

2 be 
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be acquainted with fuch an extraordinary good 
poet, went the next day to make his bow to the 
reverend author, who, contrary to his expefta- 
tion, received the compliment upon the fruit of 
his brain fo ill, that he fairly fhewed him the 
outfide of his door: Dreyer, who had fent the 
Briton on the errand, foon after met him in the 
ftreet, wher* the Englifhman, without entering 
i/ito the leaft explanation, gave him fuch a box 
on the ear, as very nearly brought him to the 
ground. . Notwithftanding which, Mr. Dreyer 
has fmce that time played the antitheatrical 
prieft feveral other tricks. 

I have talked to you thus long of this prieft, 
in order to convince you that^the proteftant 
clergy are not as tolerant throughout Ger- 
many as they are in Pruffia and Saxony. Not- 
withftanding this, the religion of the more 
faftiionable people who inhabit the lower parts 
of the Elbe, is by no means fo auftere as 
that of thofe who dwell higher up. The miftaken 
zeal againft public amufements is attended with 
this bad confequence here, that every other kind 
of pernicious excefs reigns uncontrolled. Thus 
whilft no theatre can fupport itfelf in a city 
which has ninety thoufand inhabitants, many 
thoufand guilders are every day loft at play 
during the hours in which it is ufual in- other 
places to go to the play. 

H 2 L E Tr 
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Hamburgh; 

SI^CE my lafl: Ictttr, my dcarcft brother, 
I have made an cxcurfion into the terri- 
tories of Denmark. As foon as I came into 
Holftein, which is ftill a part of Germany, I 
wa4 ftruck with the difference of living and 
manners, as well as the diverfity of agricul- 
ture ; but when I had got fome pofts beyond the 
Eyder, which is xht natural boundary between 
Germany arid Denmark, I found a difference 
betwixt Germany and this country, which was* 
as ftriking as any betwixt Bavaria and Saxony, 
When people praife proteftants for their good^ 
ferife, and freedom from prejudices, deftruftivc 
of happinefs, they ought to make fome limi- 
tations ^ as fhoiild proteftants alfo when they pafs 
indifcriminate ' cerifures ' on the catholics, for- 
their ftupidity, lazinefs arid debauchery. 

The Danes arc at leaft a cientury behind moff 
of the proteftant ftatcs of Germany, and in no 
refpe£ts better than the Bavarian^ dr Portugueze. 
They are the moft melancholy, nioft untradt- 
able, and moft clown ifh people I have hitherto 
feen. Their debauchery, bigotry and bfUfa- 

lity 
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lit/ diftinguifh them fo much from the greater 
part of theGermans^ that itis only neceflary to be 
amongft chem to he coavinced of the inefficacy 
of religion alone to make men better, when 
other favourable circumftances do not concur. 
There are; it is true, enlightened men amongft 
the priefts of this country, but in general they 
are as proud, as intolerant, and as ignorant as 
the Spanilh priefts. I faw fome of them who 
were likewife very like the Spanilh priefts in 
their external appearance. They wore their 
fpe£kacles over the nofe, held up their heads^ 
drew back the body, fpoke through the nofe 
and throat, and ftrutted juft J ike the priefts at 
•Barcelona or Saragoffa. . When they fit down 
to preach, they do it as if they were in 
labour with the falvation of mankind. I vi- 
fited one of them, who paffes for a great bo- 
tanift, though he knows nothing more than the 
medicinal plants of his own country. He was 
ftudying his fermon for the next Sunday. It 
was long a matter of doubt whether or no he 
would give me an audience. After having 
converled for about half an hour upon the wind 
and weather, with his two daughters, che 
fiUieft and moft unformed creatures I had 
ever fcen, who, out of real or affefted modefty, 
never trufted thcmfelves to look in my face, out 

H 3 came 



102 l?ftAV£LS THROUGH GERMANY* 

came their bulky and yeUow-coloufed mother 
from the ftudy of her lord and hufband, to 
afiure me that he was extremely bufy about 
his Sunday's difcourfe, which would however 
only take him up another hour, after which I 
ihould have the honour of fmoking a pipe of 
tobacco with him. I was for fome minutes in 
doubt whether I fliould accept of this honour 
or not. It rather hurt my felf-love to thinly 
that I was deftined to ferve a clownilh prieft for 
the vehiculum to his fmoking, and I would 
have gone away, but that I recoUeft^d that had 
I been amongft the Hottentots, I fhould have 
been obliged to pay refpedt to the cuftoms of 
the country. After waiting therefore fome 
time the penetrale was opened, and I beheld my 
hfiro, a ftiort fquare fat figure, the Trulliber of 
fcience, enthroned amidft a labyrinth of books, 
and encompafled with clouds of fmoke which 
fcarce allowed me to view his vifage. In four 
or five minutes our converfation was at an end. 
I tried him every* way, but no tone I could 
take would bring a word out in return. At 
length, after having obfcrved himfelf that 
fmoking rather fpoiled the converfation, he 
took his fermon in hand, and read me a period 
or two by way of enlivening it. Of this I did 
not hear a word, as the fmoke of the tobacco 

puffed 
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puffed under my nofe, took away my refpira-^ 
cion, and obliged me to attend to felf-preferva- 
tion J but he was determined I fliould not get 
off thus, ^nd fo propofed to open what he called 
his treafure. This was a cheft which contained 
all the fermons he had ever written, making in 
all eight or ten thick folio volumes. When he 
took out the firft a cold fweat ran down my 
fhoulders, wh}ch making him apprehenfiye that he 
might kill his patient, he affured me he would 
readonly the texts of the fermons from the tables 
of contents. I bore it for one table with great 
refignat|on ^ but as he was taking down the 
fecond folio, took my hat and ftick and hur** 
fitd to the door. In no proteftant country 
which I have yet feen, Holland itfelf not ex- 
cepted, arc the priefts held in fuch profound 
reverence by the people as they are in Den- 
mark, Pride and infolence in the minifters of 
a humble religion, is eyer a fure mark of little 
knowledge and a bad government in the places 
where it is found. The temporal and fpiritual 
powers are by nature fo jealous of each other, 
that there muft always be indolence ia the 
governors when the priefthood comes to have a 
certain degree of authority. Every body know$ 
what an influence the Danifh priefts had in the 
fat? of Struenfce. You obfcrve indeed, ia 
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circry part of Denmark^ notwithftandmg many 
foreigners are fctdcd there, many marks of 
the overgrown ' power of the priefts. In 
fever al places I found prejudices conceiv- 
ed againft me, on account of my being a 
catholic,* by people from whom one fhould 
have expefted better things. AtHorfens, a young 
lady of one of the bed houfes, could not be 
perfuaded that the catholics were chriftians. 
They look upon us in the fame light as Jews 
and heathens. I do not believe that the king 
of Denmark, as abfolute as his power is, in other 
things, could make as great advances to tolera- 
tion, as has been done at Vienna. 

The government of Denmark is the moft 
defpotic in the univerfe. This form of govern- 
ment has its advantages and difad vantages ; 
the fmalhiefs of the country renders it eafy to 
govern thus; and on the other hand, thiii 
very circumftance makes the people feel more 
fcvcrely the weaknefs and oppreflion of its go- 
vernors. Denmark is in truth the fmalleft of 
all the European powers. It contains hardly 
1,800,000 inhabitants,. Lapland, Greenland, 
and Iceland included; and the Holftein- 
crs, who live in a part of Germany, hardly 
make the number two millions in all. The 
king of Denmark's income does not amount to 

above* 
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above nine millions of Rhenifh florinsj or twen« 
ty millions of livres, * even with what arifcs 
from the paifage of the Sounds which the fea- ' 
faring nations wiUiogly pay. He cannot cope 
with the ele£tor of Saxony^ and the eleAor of 
Bavaria is upon a footing with him. Without 
f)jbfidies> the king of Denmark is unable to 
maistaia an army of forty thpu^uid qnen and a 
fleet of twenty Ihips of dste line only for a few 
years. The taxes are very high, and fome of 
then\ are of a fort which are met with in very 
tew counmes. Here a man mud pay fpr a 
lice&fe to manry^ Our government you know 
formerly raifed 9 ta^ on bachelors i bi^t the 
Danifh and French principles of gov^rnmen^ are 
very different. 

The emptinefs of the treafury is the re?fon 
why more projects are entfcred into in Denmark 
than in any other country in the world i put 
moft of them are only air bubbles, which |re 
in general blown away by the firft wind. The 
private intereft of the projc&pr is commonly at 
the bottom of them all, ^nd the coyrt wants not 
only the power, but the good will to encourage 
the projefts of good patriots. The king, who is 
the only king in modern hiftory who has dif- 

tinguiihed himfclf by a public trial of his wife, 
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is obliged to k^ve a great part of the govern- 
ment to his minifter. His ftep-tnother, it 
is true, poffcffes a great deal of court-craft } 
but ftill the minifters and counfellors have 
the moft influence. Amongft them, there" 
are conftantly cabals, intrigues, and revolutions, 
as you may Iparn from the hiftory ofStruenfee, 
particularly his apology, which will make 
every man who reads it exclaim-— i?^^/iri ill^ 
^ui prtnuh Another firft minifter has been 
lately difmiffed, 

St, Germain was very ill treated in Copen- 
hagen, The late king called him to his couri 
with a view of having his troops better difcir- 
plined, at a time when it was his intention to 
take part in the affairs of the north^ or at leaft tp 
make himfelf formidable, St. Germain was 
told, that he would have the command of fifty o^r 
fixty thoufand men ; but when he came, he 
found hardly any foldiers except the guards. The 
relt confiftcd partly of a wild undifciplined 
militia, and partly of anumbejr of hungry inva-p» 
lids. There was no cavalry at all. The good 
king, who had only feen his troops upon paper, 
and probably, as he was not born for a num-' 
berer of troops, had not fufEciently conlidered 
them even there, could not eafily conceive ho\«p 
^ grjat army fhould have mouldered ?way by 
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St. Germain's arrival. Somcoftheminiftrjr, who 

governed the p^per troops, entertained hopes 

diat St. Germain would play part of the game 

with them ; but he was flot the man for their 

purpofe, for as foon as he found out that part 

of the fums deftined for the payment of the 

forces went into the purfcs of the miniftry, 

commiflariesj ^nd officers^ he fet himfelf with 

his ufual determined fpirit to bring about a 

reformation^ He, however, foon found out, 

that even if the abufes could be correfted, 

the hopes of having an army able to take part 

in the affairs of the north, muft continue a vain 

expectation. Being fatisfied, therefore, that 

where there is nothing, thefe can be nothing to 

reform, he told the king, widi his ufual frec-r 

dom, that he faw npthing in which he could be 

of any ufe to his majefty j on the contrary, he 

was only a burthen, and in his opinion, it 

would be moft advifeable to fend him away 

again. 

The minifters were extremely happy to get 
rid of fo troublefome an infpedtor, and the 
more, becaufe they could not eafily have .got 
rid of him by a court intrigue, becaufe the king 
loved him j for court intrigues can do but little 
againft extraordinary talents, united with a true 
^npwltcdffe of hviman fiature and courts, where 

cfpecially^ 
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cfpccially, as the cafe was here, the fovercign 
is on the fide of jullice s^ often as he under- 
ihuids it. After fome trifling, and a great many 
Wider-hand tricks, the niiniflry propofed to St. 
Germain tq accept of a certain fum of money 
paid once for all, inftead of the promifed pen- 
fion. Nothing could be more agreeable to 
l}im than this, as he knew the unfteadinefs of the 
Panifh court. But he wa$ unfortunate in the 
end, for having never paid apy attention to his 
9wn private money matters, he thoughtlefly 
contented himfelf with a letter of credit of fifty 
qr fixty thoufand thalcrs, ^ on a merchant at 
Hamburgh, whom, on his arrival in that city, 
\xG found had become a bankrupt, and was run 
away from the German ftatcs and territory. 
St. Germain thought, to his laft hour, that the 
minifter was an accomplice in the rpbbery. It 
is well knoi^n that he was maintained for a long 
tjme after by a colledipn made for him by the 
officers of our German troops, out of their own 
allowance. A beautiful trait in the hiflory of 
the DanifH minifters. 

Struenfee, and every other man who had a 
grain of penetration, thought thjit the beft prin- 
ciples of government which the court of Dcm^ 
mark could adopt, would be to make retrench- 

mems 
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ments of the fums expended on foreign affairs ; 
not to meddle with the difpuces fubfifting be- 
tween the other German powers ; to limit iis 
own eftablifliment to what would fufEce for the 
maintenance of the internal tranquillity and the 
police, and to employ all its llrength in the 
cultivation of the wafte lands, and the promo-- 
tion of induftry. This is indeed all that ex- 
perience and patriotifm united can recommend ; 
fdr in the prefent circumftances of the two 
countries, Denm^k has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, or if it had, a word from Ruflia or 
Pruflia would fct every thing to rights thcre^ 
But on the other fide of the country, the firfl: 
cledtor of Germany who fhall fet himfelf to op- 
pofe an extcnfion of the Danifh power, would 
reduce the country to great difficulties. The 
lofs of a fingle magazine ot- treafury would put 
an end to their whole war apparatus : Nay, 
even if moft of their operations did not de- 
pend upon foreign fubfidies, they would not be 
able to keep the field long againfl: a middling 
German army. The militia of the country, in 
whi<5h the ftrength of the army principally con- 
fiftsj is raw and unformed, and the Germaa 
forces, whidh have been raifed at a great ex- 
pence, would defert the inftant they let foot out 
pfthe country; for they all dctcft a climate in 

which. 
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which, by rcafon of the unwhokfomnefs of the 
air, the bad and unufual food, and the little atten- 
tion ihewn to their health, they are expofed to 
perilh like fo many fleas. Whenever I had occafion 
to converfe with Germans in the Danifli fervice, 
the tears u fed to rundown their cheeks, when they 
recounted how they had been decoyed away by 
the crimps, and defcribed the miferies of their 
prefent ftate. Indeed the inftancesof the extra- 
ordinary means they have made ufe of to get out 
of the detefted country are almoft incredible. Be« 
fides all this, there is a want of cavalry, which in 
the prefent times is fo ferviceable, and conftitutes 
a fourth part of the German armies. Innumer- 
able fubfidies indeed would be required to put 
that of this country upon a refpeftable footing. 
It cannot be raifed out of nothing in a minute, 
on the breakingoutofawar; and the maintenance 
of it in time of peace demands an expence which, 
the refources of the ftate, with all the fubfidies 
they can procure, are not equal to. The times arc 
paft, in which wonders could be done with a 
handful of undifciplined and difobedient troops, 
who were maintained at the coft of the enemy. 
The mode of war now in ufe requires prepar- 
ation, and a provifioii for fuch and fo many 
wants as would make the Danifh minifter's hair 
Hand an end, if an account of them were to be 

fei 
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let before him. Suppofing the Dahilh oouit to 
receive a fubfidy of even a miUiofi of chalers * 
per annum^ which is more than the ^French 
or Englilh courts have ever given to the 
courts bf Stockholm or Copenhagen, this would 
hardly be fufficient to enable it to keep the field 
one campaign with an army of 40,000 men, and 
it would be completely ruined by the lois of a 
fingle battle. The fhort campaign in the Ba^ 
Varian war fbme years ago, though no extra-- 
ordinary Ih-oke was (truck in it, cod the court 
of Vienna feventy-two millions of RheniihguiU 
ders,*excluri ve of the fums expended on previous 
preparations, which are always neceflary. The 
army was at lead: three hundred thousand meit 
ftrong. Calculate what the proportion will be 
for forty thoufand men — but what would forty 
thoufand men do, if, what however is impoffible^ 
the court of Denmark alone was to carry on 
afiy operations for a length of time out of its 
own territories? The king of Pruffia would fwal- 
low up this army in a moment, let him have 
ever (b much occupation; for it is a maxim, tha£ 
when a man is once engaged with great enemies, 
he will do well to add le^r ones to them, as a 
jingle ftroke may get from tbefe all that is loft 
on the other fide. What became of the Swe- 

dilh 
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difli army^ whom French fubfidies kd into 
Pomerania^ in the lad Silefian war ? And yet 
the king of Pniffia had at that time to cope 
with moft of the principal powers in Eu- 
rope. What became of the poor Saxons ? of 
the poor army of the empire ? And yet 
the Saxon and Imperial, troops were better 
kept, and at leaft as well fed^ as the Danifh are 
likely to be. 

Denmark cannot, like Sweden^ be compelled 
in any cafe to break the neutrality, nor is it 
neceilary for it^ on that account, always to main-^ 
tain itfelf in a refpeftable fituation. For more 
realbns^ than one, it has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, and its pofition fecures it on 
every other fide. Indeed, could it render its 
power ever fo refpeftable, it has nothing to ex- 
pefk at any time by taking part in an offenfive 
war, but a great deal to lofe ; whereas the ad* 
vantages it would derive from bellowing the 
fums wafted in military preparations on the 
improvement of the country, are confiderable. 
I have been thus particular on this point, in 
Older to convince you and your friends, that 
our court added a new folly to the many it has 
lately been guilty of, when for certain privy 
purpofes it gave fubfidies to the Danifh courts 

The 
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The money was in every refpeft thrown away. 
Half of it ftuck to the fingers of the Danifh mini- 
iters and commi0aries^ and the other half was 
very ill fpent. Strong as all thefe reafons are 
itgainft the keeping up a great land army 
in Denmark, every day produces frefli pro- 
jfe6ti5 to encourage it. The vain minifter, 
whom Struenfee has fo well depicted in his 
apology, will not let the world forget that Den- 
mark is a monarchy. He gives himfelf airs of 
aftonifhing confequence. A few external marks 
of refpeft from the great courts, make him 
believe that he is refpcdled, whereas he is in 
faft the jeft of them all. A fingle word from 
the Ruffian minifter brings the whole country to 
the Emprefs's feet ; and fhe has at leaft twenty 
times more weight at Copenhagen, than either at 
Vienna or at Berlin. It will certainly be much 
more politic in Denmark to aim only at being a 
maritime power, which is more confiftent with the 
nature of the country, and the fituation of the 
people. By purfuing this plan the Danes 
might, with fome afiiftance, make themfelves 
formidable, or at leaft proted their merchants 
in time of war. But the Danifh minifter 
choofes to fhine both by fea and land. The 
navy accordingly confifts of fifty fhips, inclu- 
ding thofe of fifty guns j however, not above fix 
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of chefe are in a condition to put to fea under 
fix or eight weeks^ though fince the armed neu- 
trality they have been making all fort of prepar- 
ation to put to fea. Many (hips have been re- 
paired within thefe fix or ei^t years, and otheri 
are no longer in a reparable ftate. 

The facility with which adventurers of the firft 
clafs contrive to make their way into the Danifh 
councils^ and even into the miniftry, is no very 
favourable fymptomof the wifdom of this court* 
There is a proverb at Hamburgh, that when a 
man is fit for nothing elfe, he is fit for a Danifh 
privy counfellor, and may make his fortune by 
projcfts at Copenhagen. Under fuch circum- 
ftanccs much patriotifm is not to be expefted. 
Upon the whole, the Danifh government is a 
vifible proof, that defpotifm, notwithflanding 
all itfr great apparent force, is the weakeft of all 
governments, when the head is not very found 
and flrong. The miniflers ride on the counfel- 
lors, the counfellors on the fccretaries, the le- 
cretaries on their clerks, and the wives of all 
thefe oh their lovers. It fometimcs happens 
too that the miftifler is governed by the Goun- 
fellor, the counfellor by the clerk, and fb on ; 
all this produces an abfolute anarchy, and the 
quiet and hap'pinefs of the <:ountry depends 
vpon the throwing the handkerchief to this or 

a that 
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thit woman. It is no woilderj that in H court like 
this many cataftrophes happen fimilar to that 
Which took place ten yeafs ago. Prince Fre- 
derick, the king^s brothcr-in-law, p^omifcs the 
tountry fome hopes of better days. H^ feems 
to be more difpofed to do wh&t is fight, than to 
govern by faftion or intriguei. His inBuence is 
however hitherto very limited. 

On my return out of Lj^land, I c^me hither by 
Lubeck. That place, which formerly played fo 
great a part in the league of the Hant2 cities, has 
fcarce half the importance of Hamburgh in point 
either of population^ riches, or trade. The Danifh 
minifter fets his whole force againft this place> 
ias he has only Hamburgh and it to fear. At 
Lubeck, however^ his principal operations are 
confined for the prefent, for though he makes 
the poor town feel what he would do by every 
petty injury in his power, he dares not hitherto 
come to open hoftilitieSi as it is protected by 
the emperor and the ftates of the empire. He 
'Is therefore compelled to change his fiege into a 
kind of blockade. The bond of union betwixt 
the German imperial towns operates much 
more forcibly with regard to foreign pow- 
ers, than is commonly imagined 3 and the ar- 
ticle in the emperor's coronation oath, not 
to allow of any diminution of the empire, is 
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maintained in its fult force under Jofeph the' 
Second. It is indeed this article which com- 
pels our court to treat the fmall princes its 
neighbours who border on Germany with much 
more attention and refpfeft than it ihews towards 
the other foveretgn ftates in its neighbourhood. 
It would not darCj for inftanccy to aS: towards 
the imperial ftate of Spires, as it has lately done 
towards Geneva, where it interpofcd with fuch 
great cfFeft, after having formally renounced 
the mediation, and having hardly any bond of 
uni^n with the city. 
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ALL the country, dear brother, which lays 
to the north and north*weft of this, and 
is watered by th6 Elbe and the Embs, is partly 
fand, and partly mudi and morafs. Indeed the 
mud which is thrown up by die fca and rivers, 
is looked upon here as a paradifaical earth, as it 
affords the inhabitants bread and hay, whilft xkc 
higher countries arc nothing but fand. Hercy 
liiy d^ear brother, a man perceives, for the fif ft time; 
I the 
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the biciTings of a mountainous country. Through 
the whole road^ from Hamburgh to Embden^ 
and from thence through a great part of Weft- 

phalia to this place^ I did not fee a fingle 
hill^ a fingle laughing landfcape^ Ihady foreft> 
beautiful wood, or, in brief, any of the things 
which can give a fillip to life. In Weft- 
phalia I faw large heaths which were dill more 
barren than thofe of Jutland, The whole coun- 
try has been fubjedt to revolutions. It is a bot- 
tom of fand, which the rivers from the higher 
parts of Germany have formed, and to which 
they are conftantly adding. In fome parts the 
fea adds a quantity of mud, and in others en- 
tirely demoliflies the barriers oppofed to it, Co 
that the inhabitants' have conftantlv to contend 
with the water and frogs. The rivers overflow 
every year, and lay the country for many miles 
under water. The innundations of the Wefcr 
are particularly terrible. When they happen, 
the cities and villages are as it were in the midft 
of a fea, and feem to fbrm fo many iflands. The 
confequences of this are agues, colds, and fe- 
vers, which would commit vaft ravages amongfl: 
the poor people, were it not that cuftom renders 
them hardy, and that they are in * the habit of 
warming their infides well with brandy. To a 
ftranger, however, the country muft be ex- 
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trcmely unwholefomc in winter and fpting^ 
The inhabitants are all through of the fnail or^ 
der^ yellow fHinned^ foft flefhed^ and fuU of 
vrinklcs. Their fmall round figures z,re very 
ftriking when you compare them to the tall 
long Germans of the fouthern parts, Yon hardly 
f vcr fee rofy cheeks among the men of the 
country, and but very feldom among the women. 
They live here as in Denmark, failor-likej^ 
upon fhell-fifh, (which they ^-ender very pala- 
table) fijh, fruits, and brandy, of which lad the 
wives of the common peojde take large bum- 
pers , Of the fine fruits and excellent vegetable^ 
which the other Germans, particularly the Suar 
biansand inhabitants about the Rhine, are fofond 
of, they know nothiijg, The people are ftupid^^ 
naturally nlelancholy, and generally jpeaking 
dirty ; they arc nptj, however, particularly in the 
Hanoverian country, fo ferocious and ill-r 
natured as the Danes. Many of the farmers 
here are very rich. The facility with which 
they difpofc of their crops, the great fertility 
of their marfhcs, their fiiheries^^ the great extent 
of land they poflcfs amongft the heaths, (which 
may always be ufed for paftures) and the 
government, which is ever very gentle, fe- 
^ure them advantages which the inhabitants of 
^any countfies inwhich nature has poured outall 
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bet abundance^ do not enjoy. In many parts 
of Weftphalia I faw no fmall villages^ but the 
whole country belonged to fome great landlords^ 
whofe eftates reached many miles in circumfer* 
cnce. There are, howcverj likewife fome very 
finall farmers. Thofe particularly who dwell 
on this iidc the Wefcr, about Bremen and Del- 
menhorft, appear in general not to be in very 
good circumftances. In many places they have 
their cattle in their houfes ; and I have been 
twice forced to reft upon a ftraw bed amongft the 
cows, which is indeed an accident that, is fure 
to happen to a knight-errant of my complexion, 
^ foon as he goes a ftep out of the great roads. 
In the finall villages there are no inns, and a 
man is forced to put up with the fmall farmers, 
who have nothing to fet before him but brandy 
and potatoes^ or fome falted bacon, and brown 
bread made of bran. I cannot conceive how 
our troops did to exift in this country during 
the laft Silefiah war. 

Bremen is a very rich city, containing about 
five and twenty (houfand inhabitants. It drives a 
very large tfade for iron, flax, hemp, and linen, 
with France^ England, Spain, and Portugal, 
and in return takes back other provifions, with 
which it fupplies Weftphalia and the countries 
ahou; K[afiQver. It ^Ifo geta a great deal by 
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Mts filheries ; the trade for blubber "with the fouth 
of Germany is very confiderable. StiflF and 
fuUen as the inhabitants of the country are in 
general, you meet with fome very fociable and 
converf^ble people amongft them. 

Embden is by no means fo fine a place as 
Bremen. The king of PruflSa has taken an 
everlafting diflike to the inhabitants of this 
city, who, to fay the truth, when taken in the 
lump, are not a very amiable people. They 
are very remarkable for their lazinefs and infen- 
fibility. It was a great while before the good 
endeavpurs of the king to turn this people to 
commerce and fhip-building were attended with 
any fuccefs. The Eaft India Company, which 
he had eftablifhed at a great expence in this city, 
was ruined within a few years of its ereftion, ai^d 
certain republican prejudices, which the burghers 
of this city afFefted,renderedali the king's other 
efforts for a time inefFc6lual. At length the 
aftivity and wifdom of the government, at- 
tended with fome fortunate circumftances, got 
the better of the impediments to that extenfion 
of commerce for which the city is particqlarly 
well fituated. The herring fifhery, which the 
king took every ftep in his power to encourage, 
brings in large fums of money every year. The 
American war aflifted the king's defigqg very 

muchji 
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^rnuch^ and the trade of the place now bcg^ 
to be very flouriftiing. Embden imports many 
Weftphalian linens to the fouth countries, and 
provides a part of Weftphalia with fpices and 
wines. They have alfo a confiderable trade ia 
cheele. Their harbour is extremely good. 

The duchies of Oldenburg and Delmen- 
horft, which the king of Denmark^ at the define 
of the Ruffian court, exchanged for a part of 
Holftein> with a prince of Gottorp, now make 
a very good principality, which contains feventy* 
five thoufand people, and yields every year 
about four hundred thoufand Rheniih guilders^. 
It is from all thefe countries, but particularly 
from Friefland, that they procurie tha ftrong 
fine coach-horfes who trot fo proudly over the 
pavement of many Italian cities, and are fpmc- 
times, though feldomer, met with in France. 
The court of Pef erfburgh buys up feveral of 
jhefe horfps tQ moynt its heavy cavalry, who 
look very formidable on this terrible cattle. 
The Dutch cuirafficrs are fupplied from Hol- 
•ftein; and in truth the horfes of that coun* 
try are preferable to thofe of Friefland and 
Oldenburg for this fervice, as with the fanic 
^rength they connect more alacrity and life. 

Hanover, confidei: it in what light you wiU, is 

a very 
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a very fine city^ The mimber of its inhabit 
tants is abpnt twenty thoufand. There are very 
good focieties here^ to which the officers con-- 
txibute not a little^ The nobility is as poltfhed 
and refined in its manners as that of any other 
German city. The country^ which hereabouts 
begins to be more elevated^ is not quite fo ugly 
• as the deeper country round the Wefer. Prin9c 
Frederick, the king's fecond fon, refides heir 
at prefent, and make^i a particular circle of the 
inhabitants very happy. He is bifhop qf Ofna- 
borgj which principality |m)duces him> yearly, 
a revenue of one hpndred ^d eighty thoufand 
Rheiiifli florins. Having come to this very 
early in lifcj and his indulgent fiither having 
given up tp him, when he comes of agCji all 
the province of the bifliopric, without any de- 
du6tion whatever, he will have an ijicome 
of three millions pf florins, or three hundred 
thoufand pounds, They wifli and hope here, 
that in procefs of time he will be declared go^ 
yernor of his father's ppffeflions in this country^^ 
and refide cpnftantly. His great incpme wil! 
make this a confiderable advantage to the 
-city in point of intereft, and his wonderful edu- 
cation gives the whole country hopes pf a wife 
^nd gentle s^dminiiliration. 

ThougV 
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Though fome parts of the electorate of 
Hanoycr are very fertile, yet, upon the whole^ 
it is the moil mifer^ble part of all Germany, 
^t is about fcven hundred German miles in cir* 
cumfer^nce, but hardly contains feven hundred 
thouiand inhabitants^ nay, fome think this is 
going too far, for though they have numbere4 
one hundred thoufand houfes, our commiflaries 
in the laft war, who numbeied the people, 
could not make more of them than five hun-^ 
dred thoufand fouls in 4II the Hanoverian 
dominions. But put them at feven hundred 
thoufand, ftill you will find nq other country of 
{he like extent in all Germany, which does not 
(:ontain more than one thpufand fouls for every 
fquare mile. The difference betwixt Hanover 
^nd Suabia, Saxqny^ Auftria, Bohemia, and the 
pther parts of Germany, is ftill more confider- 
able ; for each of thefe ftates has two thoufan4 
five hundred fouls for ^ycfy fquare mile, and fome 
of them much more. The caufe of the (lender 
population is almpft intirely owing to nature* 
^^he country abounds in fand-heaths, which it 
is almoft impoflible to cultivate. Alm<A the 
whole country bet^pep Hamburgh and this 
place is a deep fand. The difference in point of 
riches is ftill more confiderable. The whole re- 
ycnues of Hanqver amount, only to four hundred 
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and eighty thoufand guilders; of which the 
mines in the Harts done contribute one hun-* 
dred thoufand. The country belonging to the 
eleftor of Saxony> which is very little larger, 
bring in nearly as much again. 

The government of this country is gentle. 
The great offices of ftate are held by aftive and 
enlightened patriots. Nothing is known here 
of extorting money from the poor. Little of 
the. money of this country goes to London; 
but almoft the whole is fpent in the improve- 
ment of the country. The army> which confumes 
the greateft part of it^ is large^ and confifts of 
twenty thoufand men. They are the beft fed 
of all the German troops, but are not near fo 
well difciplined as either the Pruflian or Au- 
ftrian armies. This, however, is the fofteft of 
all the German governments, and there is a 
fpirit of liberty throughout, which is a ftrong 
contrail to what you meet with in other parts 
of the country. I had hardly been three days 
here when I made an excurfion to Brunfwick. 
Germany has few prinpes of whom it has fo 
much right to be proud, as of this. It was with 
a kind of enthufiafm that I looked upon one of 
the firfl heroes of Germany, though he had 
become fuch at our expence. The reigning 
duke is one of the firft generals of the Pruf- 

fian 
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lian army. He is a confummate ftatefmaiijand 
the favourite of the king of Pniflia. I need 
only mention prince Ferdinand, to you^ to CQn*^ 
vince you how glad I muft have been to iee 
him« He is only known to you as a terrible 
enemy ; but his good hearty his extended un* 
derftanding, his adive zeal for the intereft of 
mankind as far as his fphere reaches^ and his 
affability towards every man ; would fbon make 
you forget that he was your enemy> if you 
knew him bttter. 

Brunfwick is the rendezvous of the Germart 
free-mafons, at the head of whom the prince is* 
Moil of the protcftant princes in Germany are 
members of this numerous order. It is not 
long fince the fyftem of the German lodges has 
been fixedj ilnd that they have acc^uired a kind 
of confiftency, Germany in general is much 
indebted to this order, as it is certainly owing 
to mafonry that many Of its princes have be^ 
comd much niore affable and gentle in their 
manners than they were before. 

Four princes of this illuftrious houfc fought 
in the laft Silefian war, for the honour and free- 
dom of Germany. The youngeft of them, only 
feventeen years of age, died covered with 
wounds, under a heap of Huflars, who had 
been the witneffes of his valour, and whom^ he 

comforted to his lateft breath. Probably you 

may 
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may not know diat thin is the elder brtnch ol^ 
thehoufeof Brunfwicky and that the king of 
Great Britain defcends from a younger (on*, 
firunfwick is a rcry handfome city. It carried 
on a very thriving trade^ and has a great Mtm^ 
ber of manufaftures. The number of inhabi->* 
tantSy amongft whom you meet with exceeding 
good company> confifts of at teaft turenty-fouf 
ihoufand. The whole income of the prefent 

duke is eftimated at one million three hundred 
thoufand Rhenifh florins, or one hundred and 
thirty thoufand pounds^ 



LETTER LIX. 

CafleU 

THAT* ideal beauty, my deareft brother, 
which dances before the eyes of ou# 
artifts, though it fo often vaniihcs under theij^ 
pencils, was certainly never taken from Ger- 
many* All the human figures you meet with 
between this place and the Northern and Eaft* 
cm Seas, are fo far from poflclling it, that there 

are no lines of it to be difcovcred amongft 
them. 

You 
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You would in vain look for a girfs body 
refemWing the Grecian model. There are, 
it is true, faces enough with very foft ftrokes m 
them, but they all want the Greek profile and 
fpirit. Nor has the fine white flelh the firmneft 
infeparable from a truly fine form* 

In the lower parts of the Elbe and Weftr, 
vou fee indeed fome fiiow bofoms, and fome 
lily and rofy cheeks, but they foon vanifli when 
the girh have once pafled their bloom, and 
the whole is fo flat and lifelefs, that you can«* 
not give it the name of a fine form. Evoi 
amongfl: the Saxons, the faireft creatures 
under the fun who are not Grecians, you 
feldom meet with a face which has any ap- . 
peatancc of ideal beauty ; and yet thefe are in 
the north, what the women of Florence are in 
the fouth, and far exceed all their country*^ 
women in life and ipirit. 

The men of the north are equally dellitutc 
of ideal beauty. Winckelman, himfelf, thinks 
that better models for the ftudy of male beauty 
are to^e met with in Naples and Sicily, than 
ambngft his countrymen the Saxons, though 
they are, without any comparifon, the hand- 
Ibmeft of the northern nations. 

It is well known that no German will attempt 
to vie with the inhabitants of the fouthern 

countries 
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countries in point of beauty $ but when yon 
tell a German that the inhabitants of the fouth 
are ftronger and more- durably built than thofe 
of the northi they look upon this as a great 
paradox— and yet ftrength is the principal 
point of manjy beauty. Have you ever rccn 
4 Sicilian wreftle with an Hanoverian or Weft- 
phalian? I confider wreftling as the greateft 
proof of ftrength. I alfo believe that you 
would not find in all the north a porter like the 
Genoefe or Neapolitan carrier^ that is^ a man 
able to carry four hundred pounds weight for 
a confiderable way. Nor do I think that if 
both were put into the fame circumftances> as 
much could be done with German troops as 
with Spanifh ones. We are hot now to confider 
that in the prefent days the latter are fo much 
excelled in difciplinej for in Charles the Fifth's 
time they were both alike. But the German 
troops in Spain ahd Italy ferved only once ; and 
few of the armies which the emperors carried 
into Italy with them ever came home. Oji the 
contrary, the Spaniards under Charles the Fifth 
fought many battles with great reputation on 
the Rhine, as well as in Holland, the climate 
of which is fo different from their own 5 they 
fliewed more valour, and bore more fatigues 
than the inhabitants themfelves, who muft have 

been 
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been fubdued had it not been that they were 
affifted by external circumftances, and that the 
prince of Grangers fpirit did more than all the 
Mynheers put together. 

The national pride of the Germans has led 
them to give themfelves a pre-eminence over 
the fouthern nations, which hiftory, nature and 
appearances, equally give the lye to. They 
imagine that underftanding, courage, aftivity, 
ftrength, and liberty, are the natural appendages 
of their thick and foggy air; and that the 
fouth is the natural habitation of ftupidity, in- 
dolence, cowardice, and tyranny. On the con- 
trary, confider what is depofed by bijiory^ ap^ 
pearance^y and nature. Hiftory teaches us that 
light is come into the world from the fouth ; 
appearances teach us that the Spaniards and 
Italians are much more frugal in eating and 
drinking, and probably too in the enjoyments 
of love than the Germans, amongft whom we 
include the Danes, the Swedes, the Ruffians, 
and the Poles: and nature teaches us that 
bodily and mental beauty are commonly to be 
found where the great creator of the bodies of 
men has appointed the fineft forms, and the 
greateft ftrength. Let us examine this pofition 
a little more fully : Compare the undcrftandings 
of men, as they are more and more removed 

VOL. HI, K from 
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from the happy air of Greece, Afia Minor, and 
Italy, till you come to the North Pole, and you 
will find that nature does not fuffer the in- 
habitants of the coafl of Barbary, the Arabs, 
the people of the coaft of Guinea, and the 
Abyflinians, to fink into the fame degree of in- 
dolence and cowardice as the Grecnlanders, the 
Samoyedes, and the Laplanders. What alio- 
nifhing proofs do the negroes give us of bodily 
ftrength, courage, and coolnef$ of intrepidity ; 
a fure iign that the warm and gonial air of tho 
fouth,' raifes human nature, and that the bitter 
and cold blafts of th^ north deprefs it. 

But perhaps you will tell me that at prefenc 
the inhabitants of the north, excel thofc of the 
fouth. I allow it ; but it proves nothing more, 
thap that religion, manners, and government, 
have more influence over men than climate. 
But thefe very manners, cuftoms, and arts of 
government, which in the prefeht century give 
the north fuch an advantage over thi fouth,: 
came originally from the fouth. What are^ 
our republics ir^rt than copies of the Greek 
and Roman ? Crippled as our legiflation is, in 
comparifon of thofe of Carthage, Egypt, Rome, 
and Athens, it is only what we have been able 
to gather out of the ruins of tho& ftatcs. 
Have the Pruffian. tallies any thing better in 

them 
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them than the Macedonian phalanx was ? Can 
any one be furpnfed that the people who dwelt 
near the Elbe and Wefer, Ihould have over- 
come Varus, when we fee that the North 
Americans, by nature the moft cowardly, and 
at the breaking out of the war the moft undi- 
fciplincd people upon earth, are able, by the 
advantages of their woods, rivers, pools, and 
the extent of their uncultivated country, to op- 
pofe all the force Great Britain can bring 
againft them ? And yet the climate of North 
America is not fo adverfe to the Engliih, as 
chat of the fouth of Germany muft have been 
to the Romans j nor was Germany at that time 
nearly fo well cultivated as North America now 
is ? Let a man conceive Varus*s army on the 
river St. Lawrence, lake Superior, the lake of 
the Illinois, and the upper regions of the 
Mifliffippi, and ft ill he will have no true idea 
of their fituation in Germany. They were far 
from poflcfllng the facilities of providing for 
the exigencies of war, which they would have 
had in North America. Germany was at that 
time an uninterrupted wood; its rivers were 
not confined within a ftanding bed, but in fevc- 
ral places formpd immenfc moraffes, too many 
and too vifible marks of which ftill remain. 

K 2 The 
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The inhabitants of Germany, who afterwards 
fubdued the fouth, were no doubt indebted for 
this advantage to the wars which the Romans 
had before waged againft them, juft as the 
Turks and North Americans have become 
good foldiers by their wars with the Ruffians 
^nd Britons. What think you if any body had 
told the Scipios that fome time or other the 
conquerors of Rome Ihould come out of the 
Hercinian forefts ? would they have attri- 
buted any thing to the climate ? No, they would 
have anfwered that the manners, conftitution, 
and armies of Rome muft firft be changed ; 
and that was the cafe. 

But what became of thefe northern conquer- 
ors when the luxury of the inhabitants of the 
fouth had fubdued their natures, and made thenri 
vaflals to them ? Were they not like the over- 
flowings of their own rivers, which thaw after a 
long froft, and lay wafte the fields far and near 
with ice and fand ? All the conquerors of the . 
fouth, enlightened and ere£led\ whereas all the 
conquerors of the north darkened and "pulled 
down ? This was the cafe both before, and after 
the Roman sera. The Babylonians and Egyp- 
tians, fuppofing the accounts of the expeditions 
of the latter to be true, were benevolent con- 
querors. 
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querors, like the Greeks and Macedonians. 
But what were the Scythians ? The Arabs 
fpread arts, fciences, and humanity, wherever 
they extended their power. But what darknefs 
enfucd when the northern Turks had extended 
the bounds of their empire ? It is a ftriking 
inftance of the bodily weaknefs of the northern 
nations, that they always become enervated as 
foon as they have been fome time in the fouth, 
which they never could cope with long; 
whereas no hiftory informs us of the climate 
of the north ever having been fatal to the 
ftrength and aftivity of the Romans. How did 
Cflefar's troops hold out in Gaul, Britany, and 
Holland ? How did the Romans behave under 
the emperors on the Rhine, the Danube, and 
the neighbourhood of the Elbe and Wefer ? 
You tell us it is the climate which prevents the 
northern people from being hardy in the fouth. 
But were the Romans effeminate when their 
forefathers eat oatmeal pap ? Were the Spar- 
tans or Macedonians effeminate ? Thegenerality 
of the Spaniards and Italians of this day, are by 
no means a weak people. It is not therefore the 
climate alone which makes the difference. It 
Is rather the weak nervous fyftem of the north- 
ern nations which renders them unable to bear 
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the contrail of the hot days and cold nighty 
which braces up the ftrong-built natives; nor 
can they fupport 'the change made in their 
way of life. The great bodies of the Dutch, 
Danes, and Poles, are bare lumps of fle(h an4 
bones, the former of which is difguftinglf 
flabby. On the other hand, the lighter Italians, 
as well as the darker Spaniards, are more 
finewy, and more mufcular, which is the true 
charader of bodily ftrength. Nor are the 
minds of the northern nations lefs weak than 
their bodies. A proof of it is, their never 
having been able to cftablifli lafting empires 
in their fouthern conquefts. Their kingdoms 
were a bare accident of fortune, and they never 
had felicity of genius enough to form plans or 
knit the focial band. How differently did the 
nations of the fouth, particularly the Romans, 
manage their conquefts ? juft as if they were 
ftill a fre0i people, and had known nothing of 
fciences or arts ! 

. In general nature difpkys far diBFerent vigour^ 
a far more magnificent fpirit of creation in thp 
fouth, than what fhe does in the northern pro- 
vinces. What riches, and variety, and ftrength, 
is in the vegetable kingdonnsof the fouth ? The 
(hrub which furnifhes the balfam of Mecca, 
and the plants from Ceylon and the Molucca 

idands. 
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iflands, fhame the unfruitfulnefs of the earth 
near the poles ; and the vigour of nature feems 
evidently to decreafe in proportion as we 
recede from the equator. Our favoury fruits 
have all come to us from the fouth s and the 
better tafted and more fpirited they are the lefs 
able are they to bear the north. The nobler fruits, 
juft like the generous wines, which gladden 
and make ftrong the heart of man, cannot take 
root in the north. In the fame manner in the 
mineral kingdom, nature fhews herfelf more 
venerable in the fouth, than fhc does in the 
north. — And in the animal world ! How very 
different are the beafts of the fouth to thofe 
of the north ! Why then fliould not nature, 
which weaves every thing elfe more ftrongly 
in a warm climate, alfo weave man more 
ftrOngly there ? It is true, indeed, that under- 
ftanding and morals are no exclufive property 
of any ftrip of land. They depend on laws, 
cuftoms, education, and government j which 
may, and often do render the artificial man 
fuperior to the natural one. But the natural 
underftanding awakes fooner from its fleep in 
a warm country, than it does in a cold one. 
Under a warm fun abftraft ideas are much 
quicker formed. The fenfes are much clearer 
here y and the underftanding depends on 

K 4 the 
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the quicknefs of the fenfes. Imagination, 
which is fo connefted with all the operations 
of the fun, has more force in Sicily than in Ice- 
land, The firft force of the impreflions made 
by the fenfes, give the powers of the mind an 
alacrity in the fouthern countries, which is the 
true charafter of genius, and which the inha- 
bitants of the north cannot reach by any cold 
abftraftions which they may arrive at, from their 
manners, cuftoms, or government. Nor 
are the fine moral feelings fo indepcndant of 
the fine fenfujtl ones, as fome philofophers, whp 
know little of human nature, are willing to 
imagine. The Germans, who charge the 
French, Italians, and all the fouthern nations, 
with indolence, flavery, and debafement of 
rnind, forget that the Siberians and Kamtfchat-.* 
dales, amidft their almoft eternal ices and 
fnows, are* according to the accounts of all 
travellers, the moft cowardly, moft fenfual, 
moft debafed, and moft enflaved people upon 
earth. Nor can the glow of liberty be fo tho-p 
roughly ftifled in Italy as it is in fevcral north-., 
ern countries, ^hich appear the feat of de^^ 
fpotifm; nay, the governments of France and 
Spain th^mfelves, are not fo defpotick as many 
Germans pleafe themfelves in believing them 
to be;, The ckar and dry ^\r of the fouth, 

elevates 
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elevates the foul juft as it gives tone to the 
nerves. All the perfons who have breathed a 
fine weftern air in the mountains, (peak of feel- 
ings which they knew not in the plains. So 
the air of the fouth of Europe is as different 
from that of the north, as the air of the Swifs 
Alps is different from that of the plains. As a 
proof of this, the heftic Engliih go to Nifmcs, 
Nice, Pifa, and Naples, to repair their Ihattered 
conftitutions. 

But it is true, after all^ that the inhabitants of 
the Elbe and Wefer, though thus abandoned by- 
nature, exceed the Sicilians and Neapoliuns as 
much in ftrength of mind, as they are outdone 
by them in bodily ftrength and beauty. It is 
true ', and what then ? The liberal citizen of 
the world admires the omnipotence of govern- 
ment, whiich is able to raife men fo far above 
their natural (ituation, or to fink them fo deep 
below it ', but he does not therefore allow him- 
felfto contraft illiberal prejudices againft any 
nation. He congratulates the northern nations 
upon their having made themfelves what they 
are, and rejoices 'that they are every day be- 
coming greater and greater j but he does not 
forget that the people of the fouth were fooner 
great, and that the arts of cultivation, and light 
of all kinds came from them. 

You 
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You will eafily perceive, from the nature of 
fhefc fpeculations, that they were made in the 
poft- waggon . My company confifted of a fwine of 
an Oldenburgh dealer in horfes, a clodpole Bre- 
men broker, and a pretty female piece of flefti, 
mere dead flefli, lying before me on the ftraw. 
There was not a word fpoke all the way from 
Gottingen here j fo that if the dulcis et alta quies 
had not been now and then interrupted by cough- 
ing, fneezing, belchingj and the like, I fhould 
not have known that I had company with me. 

At Gottingen I vifited feveral profeffors, to 
whom I cannot refufe my utmoft veneration, 
but who were all fo convinced of the cultivation 
of Germany, and fo fore fet againft us South* 
landers, that I did not know how to reconcile it 
with their knowledge of mankind. All thefc 
gentlemen fpbke to me of the political and lite- 
rary fituation of their own country with a ve- 
neration which often bordered on the ridiculous. 
This arifes partly from national pride, partly 
from partiality to their own country, and 
partly from true rank Cbarlatani/m. Thefe 
gentlemen look upon our goverment as the 
quinteffence of defpotifm, our academies as 
hofpitals for fools, our foldiers as women, and 
our writers, to whom however, as appears 
from their writings, they are fo much indebted, 

as 
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as petit maitres. In a word, they confider the 
fouth as the kmgdom of darkncfi and tyranny, 
and allow more fenfe and khowkdge of things^ 
to the Danes, Swedes, and RuiHans, than to the 
moil refped^ble people in the fbuth. It was 
this abfurdity which gave rile to my {peculations 
in the poft waggon, which were however much 
int^mpted by ftrong j<^. Amongft other per- 
sons I vifited here was Profeflbr Schk>ffer, whom 
I found unjuft towards us, out of mere party 
motives. Poffibly there aw few hiftorians ia 
the world who know ib many hiftorical fi&fb as 
this gentleman does* I found a moft unex* 
peAed and extraordinary fund of knowledge 
of modern hiftory about him. He poflefles an 
infinite number of living languages. His hu« 
mour, which is fomewhat too iharp and fatyri* 
cal, docs not always make him amiable as a 
private man, but often produces very good 
effects as a writer. What he is mod diftin*^ 
guifhed by is his journal. It is publiihcd under 
the haoie of Political Letters, and is one of the 
moil generally fpread about in Germany, and 
other neighbouring countries, though Mr* 
Linguet has thought proper to call it peu 
€cnnu. It is not like the Englifh, Dutch, and 
French journals, which confift moftly of decla* 
mation, and reflexions, which are commonly 

founded 
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founded on falfe fafts and falfe rcafoning. 
Schloffcr's journal contains for the moft part 
only records, to which he fometimes adds (hort 
notes, always intercfting, and fometinnes very 
fcvere, but for the coUeftion of which future 
hiftorians will be obliged to hinn. . Falfe fafts 
fometimes flip in, but thefc are generally re6ti- 
ficd in the courfe of time ; and upon the whole, 
there is no work from which a man may gather 
the prefent ftate of politics, particularly thofe of 
one part of Germany, fo well as from this. It 
contains numerous lifts of the population and 
income of many German ftates, and alfo of their 
agriculture and induftry. As Mr. Schlofler is 
particularly bent on hunting down the follies 
and fultanifm of German princes, together with 
abfurdities, barbarity, and monkifm, he is 
not wanting in interefting anecdotes, which 
often give occafion to ftill more interefting ex* 
planations. This journal may indeed be con- 
fidered as one of the fureft bars aorainft the 
tyranny ef the lefler princes of Germany : And 
it is certainly known that it has produced great 
efFe<fts in fcveral courts, Perfons of the firft 
rank, and often princes themfclves, fend the 
author papers. The plan of this journal is as 
advantageous to the editor as it is to the public. 
It fupports itfclf by the contributions of ftran- 

gers, 
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gcrs, and is not odious by any felfifh or party 
remarks of the editors ; all works of knowledge 
are acceflible to the author, and the lefler 
princes who have any ihame left are compelled 
to ftand in fear of the ibong cenfor who pub- 
lickly cxpofes their Ihamc. Mr. Schlofler 
makes ufe of all the freedom which the place of 
his refidence allows him ; and he often gives 
very intcrefting accounts of other countries be- 
fides Germany in his journal. The reputation 
of the work encreafes every day more and more, 
and he may be aiTured that he will foon be uni- 
verfally read in his native country. In my 
own opinion, a fingle number of this work has 
more merit than all Linguet's Annals put toge- 
ther, at leaft it contains more truth. This 
journal marks the learned character of the 
Germans extremely well. In the German hif- 
torians and politicians there appears no marks 
of the acute obfervation, the piercing conjefture, 
and the elegant portraitures of men and man- 
ners, which diftingutlh the Englilh hiftorians 
and politicians. Every thing with them is 
made up of dry matter of faft, which they en- 
deavour to eftablilh fo as to fet it above the 
power of attack. The genuine lover of truth, 
who loves it for itfelf, and does not defire a 

particle of wit to be fpent in its fupport, had 

rather 
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rather read a dry lift of population in Schlofler^a 
letters^ than all the pompous declamations of 
the EngliOi travellers and politicians^ who are 
often brought to fhame by a few cyphers they 
read in this book. In every part of literature 
the Germans diftinguifh themfelves from other 
nations in the fame way. 

Gottingen is a prstty little city^ containing 
about eighty thoufand fouls, the territory. about it 
kpleafanter^ and produces more than that of any 
other part of Hanover I have feen. It fubfifts 
entirely by the univerfity, which is one of the 
beft I have feen. There are Ruffian, Danifh, 
Swedifhj and Englifh, * as well as German 
ftudents in it. The ftud^its here are about 
eight hundred, and the profeffors, including 
the dancing and fencing mafters, are about fixty* 

The king of Great Britain Ipares no expence 
to bring thefc higher fort of fchools into repute. 
The library, which is kept up at his expence, 
and is always encreafing, is as numerous as it is 
weir difpofed. The phyfical apparatus, aftro- 
Romical inftruments, the colledtion of natural 

hiftory, 

^ The Englifh have, I am informed, been lactely almoft 
banifhed ; at leaft the profeflbrs do Rot defire the company 
of young men fo totally loft to what ought to be the glory of 
young men ai they for the mofi part are. 
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hjilory^ the chirugical inflruments, the botanical 
garden, every thing, in a word, befpeaks royal 
care. 

The way, in the Proteftant univerfities, of 
going through all the fciences in half-yearly 
courfes, which difpleafed Mr, Pilati fo much, 
has my full approbation. Though it may be 
calculated for the advantage of the pockets of the 
profeflbrs, the fcholars lofe nothing by it. No 
fciences arc tborckgbly learned at any univerfity. 
All that can be done, and that is done, is to give 
the ftudent the elements of them, to let him 
have a notion of the parts of the building, and 
ihew him the eafieft way of coming at it. It 
depends upon him afterwards to travel the 
whole of the road. If the young man lays his 
foundation right, the half year's courfe is as 
profitable to him as it is to the mafter. It 
fpares his time and money. When a young man 
comes here they commonly lay a Progratnma 
before him, in which all the arts are difpofed 
according to their natural order, and likewife 
according to their connexion with each other. 
In cocifequence of this it happens not unfre- 
quently that a ftudent attends fix or feven 
courfes in a day. What then ? you will tell 
m<? he will only be confined by the variety of 

knov/ledge. 
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knowledge. I believe not. The generality of 
young men will not be at the pains of digging 
deep for themfelves. Leftures make a deeper 
imprefCon on the mind than the filent xnedi- 
tation of a clofet. We muft likewife confider 
that the profeflbrs are able to give the marrpw 
andrefblt of the whole. 

I do not approve of the leftures being paid for 
by the ftudents. It is true, that it tends to keep 
vp the Ipirit and emulation of the profeflbrs ; but 
their independence of the ftudents, were it other- 
wife, would in my opinion be attended with 
much more beneficial confequences. All that 
can leflen the reverence of the fcholar towards 
the matter ought to be avoided with the greateft 
caution. The ftudens are, it is true, for the 
moftpart, well educated young men ; but ftill 
they are too young to know how to efteem a 
man of merit according to his real abilities. 
Too much reverence for him that teaches 
feldom does any harm to him that is to be 
taught. In fhort, cabals, confpiracies, with a 
number of inferior artifices, to which good men 
fometimes condefcend, for the fake of a few 
guilders, but which leflen them in the eyes of 
the ftudents, are the confequence of this part 
of the plan. 

When 



TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 1 45 

When Mr. Pilati fays that the Germans treat 
all the fciences only in a compendious way^ he 
Ihews himfelf quite ignorant of the method 
adopted by the public profcflbrs, at leaft by 
thofe of this place. Almoft tv^TY profeffor 
compoles a plan of his leftures, which ferves his 
hearers for a fyllabus of what they are to be taught. 
You cannot properly call this a compend of 
fcience, in the fenfe you affix to this name, 
when you give it to BofTuet's Introdufbion to 
Univerfal Hiftory. It is neither more nor lefs 
than an account of the method which every man 
for himfelf purpofes to ufe in teaching his fcho* 
lars a fcience. Another objeft, with thofe who 
make the moil of their induftry, is to lend or 
fell this manufcript for a few louis d'ors. It is 
true indeed, that fome have taken fo much pains 
with thefe fyllabufes, that they may pafs for com- 
pendia; but it does qot follow from thence 
that the literati of Germany, who are not, it 
muft be remembered, all proteftants, treat all 
the fciences compendioufly. Some of thefc 
fyllabufes, which have gone beyond their origi- 
nal defign, and are become compendia, are 
matter- pieces of more value than feveral works 
in folio s and, taken in general, are an evident 
fign that the Univerfity of Gottingen pofTefles 
feveral moft valuable men. Upon the whole, 

vot. III. L the 
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the thorough freedom of opinion which is eftab- 
liihed here, me abfence of the notions and abfufd 
fyftems which keep other unircrfities in bon-» 
dage^ together with an enlightened and gentle 
adminiftration, fecurc advantages to thefe 
fchools which are hardly to be found in any other. 

Caffel is not only a very handfome,but in fotne 
rcfpefts a magnificent city. It contains about 
thirty-two thoufand inhabitants. This is one of 
the cities of Germany which, as well as feveral 
others, the Hugunpts have caufed to flourilh at 
our expence. They have eftablifhed feveral 
confiderable manufactures in it, one amongft 
others of hats, which are not at all inferior to 
thofe made at Lyons, in finenefs and ftrength, 
and are held in equal eftimation. 

The number of the fubjefts of the landgrave, 
I have been aflured is three hundred and thirty 
thoufand. His income amounts to two millions 
two hundred and twenty thoufand Rhenilh flo- 
rins (about two hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds). Add to this, the country of Hanau, 
which contains one hundred thoufand men, and 
brings in fomething above five hundred thou- 
fand florins, or fifty thoufand pounds j ftill th^ 
poflTeflions of this houfe are not fo good a& 
thofe of aDutchy of Wirtemberg. 

This 
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This cduntrjr is the mod military of all Gcn 
many. The peafants are not only always difci- 
p1ined> but always ready to march any where 
through the wide world. The (ending the Hef- 
Can troops to North America, cannot be con* 
fidered as a hardfliip in itfelf, confidering the 
intimate eonneftion of this country with Great 
Britain; but the connexion itfelf is a very 
unprofitable one for this country. The 
Englifli fubfidies can never make amends 
for the lofs which the treaty has hitherto 
brought on both prince and people. The coun- 
try was ftripped of all its young men, after the 
laft Silefian war, and fcarcely had it begun to 
bloom again when they mere fcnt to America. 
At leaft twenty thoufand Heffians, of whom, 
one half will never Come home, are gone to 
that part of the world. The country has 
therefore loft a fixth of its moft ufeful inhabi- 
tants, by the tea-burning bufinefs at Bofton. 
The taxes are very confidcrable, as you will 
fee if you compare the population and taxes of 
this country with thofe of the duchy of Wir- 
temberg, whom nature has put in poifeffion dl 
far greater advantages than fhe has done the 
Heffians. Though the landgrave has remit- 
ted his fubjefts a part of the taxes for as long 
a time as- the war ftiall laft, they defert in gre# 

L 2 number^. 
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numbers, and go into Hungary, PoUndj and 
Turkey. 

The military conftituiion of this country, 
has, on fcveral occafions, been as ufeful to the 
German empire in general, as it has been pre- 
judicial to the people themfelves. So early as 
the reformation, the Heflians contributed ex- 
ceedingly towards maintaining the freedom of 
the empires and the Silefian war would not 
have ended nearly fo well for England, or the 
king of Pruflia, if fixteen or eighteen thoufand 
brave Heflians had not ftood the brunt of our 
troops. 



L E T T E R LX. 

Wurtzburg. 

YO U will fee, if you take up a map of 
Germany, that I have been true to my 
promife; and that I have gone through the 
holy Roman empire crofs-ways and length- 
ways, through wood and through thicket, by 
<}ale and by vale— in a word, like a true knight* 
crrant. 

The Hef&ans, my dear brother, take them in 
general, are deformed to a degree. The 

women 
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women are the uglieft creatures I have ever 
icen. Their drcfs is horrid. Moft of them arc 
clad in black, and wear their petticoats fo 
high, that you can fee no (hape — only the ugly 
thick leg as high as the knee, is moft confpicu- 
ous. The men in fome degree make up in 
ftrength what is wanting in beauty. Upon the 
whole, though not a large, they are a ftout 
ftrong-built people. Here and there you fee 
a giant-like figure ; but they all have large bo« 
dies and feet. . Moft of them are white ; and 
their hair is crifp. Their way of living is 
favage. Their beft food is potatoes and brandy; 
which laft they give even to their children. 

The people are much the fame in the Fuldefe. 
The whole traft of country from Caffel to the 
borders of Franconia, is rough and wild. The 
people are like the country, which abounds 
in woods and hills. 

The prefent prince of Fulda is a man of 
tafte ; who lives well, and loves expence. He 
is extremely tolerant, and no friend to the po- 
pilh hierarchy. He calls the pope his brother. 
He is^ without doubt, the richeft abbot in the 
catholic. world. The number of his fubjefts, 
whom he governs with great gentlencfs, and 
cjctremely well, amounts to feven hundred 
thoufand i and he has an income of three hun- 

L 3 . drcd 
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dred thourand Rhenifh guilders*. He hat 
founded fcveral ufeful eftabliihiticnts for educa- 
tionsj and allows his ecclefiaftics a freedom in 
fpeaking and writing, which diftinguifhes them 
from thofe of the other parts of Germany. 
During my abode at Vienna> it was there looked 
upon as a very heroic degree of courage in fome 
profane literati, to declare that the council was 
above the pope. At Fulda I read thefCj and 
much more bold things, in works which are at 
)ea(t of twelve years (landing. The palace 
of Fulda is a very pretty building i and I met 
with much better company here than I ex« 
pelted. 

Wurtzburg is upon the whole a very fine 
city. It is fituated in a large plain very 
fruitful in vines and watered by the Maine. 
The prince's palace is one of the fineft 
buildings I have hitherto fetn in Germany. 
There obtains amongft the inhabitants^ who are 
fixteen thoufand in number, an alacrity, a love 
for the pleafures of the fenfes, and a^ freedom 
pf intercdijrfe between the two {cxts, which 
you do not find in any proteftant city of the 
fame fize, and which befpeaks the great affluence 
and eafc of the country very ftrongly. 

♦ Thirty thoufand pounds, 

I was 



TBAVCL8 THROtrOB GERMANY. I5X 

I was ft ruck here^ as in Fulda, with the tole« 
tant ipirit and knowledge of the priefthood, 
who arc far beyond their brethren of Auftria 
and Bavaria. As thefe qualities are commonly 
united to good manners and good converfatibn, 
the tan of feveral literati> into whofe (bciety I 
fell on my firft arrival here^ did not furprife 
me. I faw, in fhort, that fome favourable 
exceptions to the general chara£fcerj are to be 
met with in the catholic parts of Germany, 
as well as unfavourable ones in the pro* 
teftant parts. It muft be owned that the former 
are hr lefs common than the other .-^Not that 
you are to think the fun in his meridian even 
here* I was fpeaking yefterday to a pried 
about the execution of the witches, with 
which this government has been fo often and 
fo juftly reproached. At firft he appeared as 
if he did not underftand me. At length h« 
told me, with a confidential air, that the 
moft intelligent perfons were not fatbfied with 
the grounds of trial, as feveral learned divinea 
had determined, that the woman who had been 
burned for a witch, might have been obfejfa as 
well as cireumjejfay by the devil. I do not 
know whether you enter into the fcnfe of this 
nice diftinftion. It is as much as to fay, that 
the devil was not abfolutely in the circumfer- 
ence of her body j but that Satan, in order to 

t 4 pi^r 



Ija TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

play her into the hands of juftice^ made the 
miracles feem to come from her belly, and 
blinded the fpe£tators at her coft. I was afto* 
nifhed at hearing this expreffion from a man 
who poflefles fo much knowledge in his own 
fcienre i but he was not one of the great wits of 
the place : and after all, if this theological dif- 
tindion fhould in future fave a witch from the 
ftake, on the ground, that it is impoffible to dif- 
tinguifh - whether (he be objejfa or circumfeffk^ 
the nonfenfe will have had its ufe. 

The prefcnt governor is a very intelligent 
man. He underftands both men and things, 
and is one of the few German bifhops who 
have only their own mprit to thank for their 
good fortune and promotion. He is of an old 
but not very rich family, of the name of Van 
Erthal, and is brother to the elefkor of Mentz. 
His knowledge and adivity recommended him 
to the imperial court, who gave him the con- 
fpicuous place of imperial commiiTary at the 
diet of Ratifbon ; there he diftinguifhed him- 
felf fo much, that the imperial court gave him 
tills bifhoprick in commendam^ 

Wurtzburg alone is one of the ridheft bi(hop- 
rics in the country i the dipcefe contains about 
one hundred and ninety thoufand inhabitants, and 
iiic revenue is eight hundred thoufand Rhenifli 

florins. 
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florinSy or eighty tTioufand pounds; but bc- 
fidcs this, the bilhop holds the bi(hopric of 
Bamberg, which is one of the fatteft benefices 
of the empire, and brings in about feven hun- 
dred thoufand guilders, or feventy thoufand 
pounds. Both thefe countries are in fomeof the 
beft land in Germany. They abound plenti- 
ftiUy in the neceflaries of life. Wurtzburg 
gains a great deal by its wines, which are 
carried as far as Sweden. They praifed the 
Stein wine to me very . much. I ufted it, but 
found it very fiery and burning on the tongue. 
It is very full of tartar, and raifes third. 

Agriculture feems to be well underftood in 
this country 5 but in their manufa&urcs they 
are a great way behind, not only the northern 
parts of Germany, but their neighbours the 
Fuldans. Thefe make a great number of very 
fine damaiks; with which, as well as the plainer 
linens, they drive a good trade. The Wurtz- 
burghers have no employment equally profitable. 
Befides tliis,asin winter time the Fuldans employ 
thcmfelves in fplnning and weaving; they are 
infinitely better off in their wild country, than 
the people of Wurtzburg in their paradife. The 
biihopt indeed, of the laft place, has a fine manu- 
f^Aure of looking- glafles and china i but they 
*rc the only good manufaftures of the place. 

The 
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The prcfent biibop gircs ki'mfclf a great ded 
of trouble to infpire his fubjcAs witb % tsfte 

for the arts • • « 

In offder to give this letter its proper lengthy 
|«evioi]$ to my fealiog it, I made an eaicurfioa 
into Fr3ncoma9 whieh is the leaft of * all the 
ctrclea. But the game . I have taken in this 
chafe is ib very little, as tobe hanlly worth the 
p^agc you vill have to pay for it. 

Batnberg is a pretty large, handfome, Kvely cityj 
contatniog near twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
What is mofftreinaricaUe in it is, the gardening, 
which in no part of Germany is fb flourifbing 
9& it is here. Several hundred gardeners carry 
Oft a coniiderable trade as far as Holland^ 
with finall pickled gerkins, a prodigious number 
of iiquorice roots, onions which are looked upon 
as ^e beft in Germany, and other things* 
They alfo fi^Iy the neighbourhood round with 
" pot^-herbs^ very good apples, and cauliflowers. 
Their geKxi ilrong beer is likewiie carried as for 
as the Rhine. . The commoa people here be-* 
lieve ibiit there is no liquorice any where elfe 
in die wc^ld, and that this was planted here and 
given to this eity as an excluilve polfe^lion for 
ever, by the holy Cunigunda, who lies buried 
in the cathedral, wkh her hufband Henry the 
Second. As I am upois the miracles of this 

holy 
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holy pair, I cannot forbear communicating to 
you another anecdote concerning them, which 
I have learned here -, and I do it the more vnU 
lingly, becaufe holy legends are the only things 
worth mentioning from hence. Poflibly it may 
be known to you that Henry the Second, the 
founder of this bifhopric, was, notwithftandxng 
his fanftity, extremely jealous of this Cuni* 
gunda ', k that in conformity to the cuftoms of 
the times, he determined to have the ordeal 
proof of her chaftity. After fhe had walked 
over the red hot plow-(hares unhurt, he of courfe 
embraced his fpoufe, and begged her pardon 
for the fufpicions he had entertained. It hap- 
pened that fome time before, vying with each 
other in affedbion towards this foundation, they 
had had two new bells put up in *the cathedral* 
After the ordeal proof was over, they u(ed to walk 
together every day in the court about the cathe* 
dral at the time of chiming the bells* Henry's 
confort was one day fo mortified at finding that 
his bell had a better tone than her's, that in 
order to give her a proof of his hearty confi- 
dence and love, the emperor took a golden ring 
from his finger, and threw it up into the air^ 
when it clung round the bell fo as to deaden 
the found, which continues dull to this day. 
This piece of gallantry is almoft too fine for the 

tenth 
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tenth and eleventh centuries; but the old ca- 
thedrals of Bamberg and Wurtzburg, would fur- 
nifh each of them a numerous, and not a very un- 
interefting colleftion of talcs of knight errantry, 
legends, and ftories of apparitions. The abun* 
dance of fuch tales, is a fure proof that the peo- 
ple are idle, and have not a fufficient number 
of ufeful employments to take up their thoughts 
and converfations. . Pfalm-finging, to which 
the common people amongft the . reformed 
have recourfe whenever they are tired, has 
not, it is true, that colouring of imagination 
which marks the amufements of the catholics 
in Germany ; but it is more adapted to the 
notions of the common people, and gives them 
no falfe and dangerous opinions. I cannot here 
pafs over an anecdote of a fpirit from Wurtzburg. 
I was affilred, that even to this day, from 
eleven to twelve at night, the watch cannot be 
fet in a certain ftrcct, on account of a very 
dangerous man walking through it at this time, 
who carries his body under his right arm. 

Notwithftanding the excellence of the foil, 
the people of the bilhoprics of Wurtzburg and 
Bamberg are upon the whole extremely poor. 
This does not arife fo much from a negleft 
of agriculture, as from a want of frugality. 
It is however impoflible that agriculture 

fhould 
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fliould employ all the people of fo populous a 
country. It is no doubt owing to both educa-f 
tion and cuftom^ that we fee To many beggars 
in a country where nature has (hewn herfelf 
fo liberal. The government of the fpiritual 
princes in Germany, which I have hitherto 
feen, is much more gentle than thofc of moft 
of the temporal princes ; and the abufe caft 
upon them, is upon the whole very unjuft. It 
requires many ages to make a diffipated and 
luxurious people frugal and induftrious. The 
relaxed manners of the Roman catholics in 
Germany are in a great meafure owing to the 
falfe notions inculcated into them bv their 
teachers- Schlofler tells us in his journal, that a 
Roman catholic prieft was accufed of herefy, by 
one biihop, and two univerfities, for teaching 

* that fejf-love was the principle of all human 
'aftionsi that a negleft of the earthly advan- 

* tages which time and opportunity offer to 
^ men, was a philofophical fin ; and that it was 

* unlawful to do another a kindnefs, by which 

* we might confiderably fufFer ourfeives.* 
Thefe exceflive notions of liberality and con- 
tempt for temporal things, are the true reafons 
why the Roman catholic Germans in general 
are, as Mr. Pilati has obferved, better hearted 
than the protectant ones. The number of beg- 

4 gars 
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gars are themfelves a proof of it 5 fot if tfiey 
did not find fo many givers, they would foon 
karn to work. It would, however, be much 
better if there were no beggars, and the people 
were made a little more frugal. For the fame 
reafon it is that you find many more charitable 
foundations of all forts amongft the catholics 
than amdngft the protectants, though the former 
are fo poor. The Julius Hofpital, at Wurtz- 
burg, is richer than all the foundations of the 
fort in the king of Pruflia's dominions put to- 
gether; but all thcfe foundations are a new 
encouragement to luxury. 

The mendicant orders of friars find their 
account in their doftrines of free-gifts, and 
contempt of the things of this world, (which 
they themfelves carefully gather -,) and they are 
al.fo the principal defenders of them. Ex- 
clufive of the maffes for fouls, which, taken 
altogether, do not amount to a great deal, the 
catholic fcailar priefts do not get much by the 
liberality of the people. 

The benefices in the cathedrals of Wurtz- 
burg and Bamberg, are looked upon as the beft 
In Germany. In good years each is worth 
three thoufand five hundred guilders*! but 

you 

* About three hundred and fifty pounds. 
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you fcldom meet with a pricft who has 00 more 
than one of them. Several of them have four or 
five prebends in as many cathedrals, and receive 
from eight to ten or twelve thoufand guilders 
per year. The prelates of thofe found§tions 
receive from twenty to thirty thoufand florins 
a year. The whole trouble of a German canon 
confifts in his being obliged to refidence in 
his cathedral for a month in the year. No 
other qualification is required of him but to 
be able to read Latin, and prove himfelf de* 
fcended from a good family on the mother's 
fide. 

In a certain epifcopal city in Germany, 
there is this proverb, * that prebends mak^ 
* themfelves.* In general you fee them hover- 
ing round the ladies. 

I am aflured that every canon of Wurtzburg^ 
at his firft entry into the chapter, receives a 
llrake with a fwitch from each of his col- 
leagues. This extraordinary inauguration 
is contrived with a view of preventing any 
prince, who of courfe cannot fubmit to fuch a 
ceremony, from defiring to be of the chapter. 

Nurenberg is an ugly town, which gjrovrk 
every day more defcrted. At the end of the 
fifteenth century, this town contained above 
fifty thoufand male inhabitants, who were not 

above 
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above one fourth ''of the whole y whereas the 
whole population now hardly amounts to a fixth 
part of the number. In the coiirfe of the laft 
years eleven hundred men have died every 
yean^ Many hundred houfes iland quite emptyj 
and the others are tenanted only by fingle fa^ 
milies. The inhabitants are dill a very mduf- 
trious people, and it is a very pretty fight to 
fee the little children employed in making the 
various toys, for the manufa^ure of which this 
place is fo diftinguiihed in Europe. 

I am furprifed to find fo many German writers 
laughing at thefe productions of the Nuren- 
berghers, and making a proverb of their induf- 
try. Is not the great exportation of thefe com- 
modities a fufficient juftification of the mode in 
which thefe people employ their time ? But thefe 
reproaches are the more unjuft bccaufc Nuren- 
berg has long produced artifts who vie with the 
beft: Englifh. ones, in making matheniatical 
and phyfical inftruments. You meet no where, 
out of England, with fuch good manufadtures 
in fteel, iron, and copper, as you do here. 
Will any man then fay he has a right to blame 
thefe people^ becaufe, amidfl: their more im- 
portant bufinefs, they find ufeful and profitable 
employinents for their wives and children ? 

Nurenberg 
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Nurenberg is far ilipcrior to Augfburg in the 
arts. 

The great caufe of the ruin of this town ia 
the ariftocracy. I could not have believed^ 
had not refpeftable citizens of Nurenbcrg 
told it me, the ill-treatment which they re- 
ceive from twenty or thirty families, in 
whofe hands the government is. From time 
to time every citizen muft have an inventory 
of his efie&s taken, and I do not know for 
what reafon, give a third or fourth part of them 
to die regency. Exclufive of the evil of thefe 
numberlefs gifts, it is extremely bad po* 
licy in a commercial ftate, to compel the mer- 
chant to inform every one of the profit of his 
trade. Thefe patricians have likewife a num- 
ber of families in their intereft, amongft whom 
they divide the employments of the date, which 
are very confiderable. All this renders it not 
furprifing to find that the rich citizens leave the 
city, and endeavour to emancipate them- 
(elves by taking refuge in the Auflrian or Pruf- 
(ian territories. 

The morals of the Nurenburgers are better 
and purer than thofe of any other German city. 
The magiftrate is particularly anxious to put a 
ftop to fornication. I do not exaggerate, but 
relate a real fa£l: when I aiTure you, that the 

VOL. Jii. M young 
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young men of the i:ity underwent a phyfical 
vifitation by fome of the members of the ma- 
giftracy attended by phyficians. There is a very 
charafteriftical print of this bufinefs, in which 
the deputies are reprefented in their bufincft 
with their fpeftacies upon their nofes. : 

Nurenberg has a more confiderable territory 
belonging to it than any other imperial city. 
The number of its fubjefts in the country is 
cftimated at four hundred thoufand. Thefc 
the regency does not govern in fo arbitrary a 
manner^ as it does the inhabitants of the cityi; 
or if it does, this does riot prevent the country 
from being very well cultivated, though there 
is a great deal of fand abottt it. I have not^ 
bdieid prettier villages any where than there 
is here. Every thing befpeaks a great degree 
of opulence in the farmers, who, as well^s the 
town*s-peoplc, remain faithful to. their old 
drefs. 

The margraviates of Anfpach and Bareith, 
exhibit,. in point of induftry, a ftrbng contraft 
to the induftry of the bifliopricksof Wurtzburg 
and Bamberg. Nature has not been nearly fo li- 
beral to them J and yet the inhabitants of thcrfe 
countries ,th ou gh loaded with much greater taxes, 
are in much better circumftances than thofe of th^ 
foriTver. The cities of Erlang> Anfpach> Schwa^ 
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)Szcky and fome others^ have fome very good ma-^ 
ilufa6tures. The ^refcnt margrave, who is the laft 
branch of a houfe, which promifes no new ones> 
is a very clever and amiable man. The well- * 
knowh Mademoifelle N '^ ' ■ — is his compa- 
liion ; ^ prbof, at lealt^ of his good tafte. His 
income amounts to fix teen hundred thoufand' 
Rhenilh florins, of ofie hundred and fixty thou- 
iltnd pounds. His peafants are fpinewhat dif- 
contented with him for having fold their chil- 
dren to the Englifli; There wercj indeed, 
great difcontehts amongft the troops that were 
to go to America ; but the margrave was not 
affe£ted by them. He feems determined to 
make as much of the country as he tan, upon 
the principle that after his death it is to fall into 
other haads. '» 

The remainder of Franconia is compofed of 
a number of fmall principalities. The people 
here in general fuflFer very great opprcflion. 
Thoie are particularly miierable whofe mafters 
refide id the great courts; for, by this -meaoA»> 
they are not only deprived of the fpcnding of 
great fums amongft them, but are fubjeftcd ta-^ 
the tyranny of defpotic fcrvants, who are al- 
ways worfc than the matters, and choofe to have 
their {hare of the plunder. The locum tenens -. 
of a well-kaown dutchy in Franconia, hardly 

M a , keeps 
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keeps his place moi^e than feven or eight 
years> in which (hort time he commonly faves 
enough to be no longer a fervant. This will^ 
no doubt, make you think of the fervants of the 
Englifh Eaft'India company, who are called 
nabobs at tlieir return; which they, literally 
fpeaking, are, at the expence of the Indians. 
It is thanks to Handing armies that the people 
of this country are as quiet as they are under. 
their nabobs. In^ the famous rebellion which 
broke out in 1525, and has been lb well de* 
fcribed by Gothe, in his Gofs of Berlichingen, 
they treated the princes, dukes, and other 
great perfons, in a very ftrange manner. A 
number of thefe ruffians having made them- 
felves mafters of fome caftles belonging to the 
marquifles of Hohenloe, put collars round 
their necks, and cried out under their nofe, 
* Now are we mafters of Hohenloe, and ye arc 
' nothing ?' It was very impolitic in the im- 
perial cities of Franconia, Suabia, and the circles 
o^the Rhine, to be acceflary at that time in 
fubduing the peafants. At prefcnt the op- 
prefiion of the princes falls as heavily upon them 
as it jdoes on their own fubjefts $ a thing they 
might have forefeen, as thefe princes were already 
fo powerful, by means of their ftanding armies, 
that the falvation of the cities would have been 

to 
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to make a common cauie with the peafants 
againft them, as without* the alfiftance then af- 
forded by thefe citiesj the infurgents would not 
have been fubdued ; for the now (o weak cities 
of Halle^ Bopfingen, Dunckelfpuhl, Nordlin- 
gen, &c. were at that time more formidable to 
the rebellious peafants, than the greateft prin- 
ces 1 but they have now no longer any fuch 
fortunate opportunity to expert* 



LETTER UCI, 

Francfortt 

I Came hither through the Speflart, which 
is the thickell foreft I have met with in 
the common road. In the fpace of twenty- 
fevcn miles, I faw only a fingle village and an 
hunting box. The reft was almcft intirely 
wood and hill, Notwithftanding all this, the 
road is a very wonderful one j and the eleftor 
of Mentz, to whom the greaceft part of the 
country belongs, keeps it very clear from rob- 
bers. For twenty years paft there have hardly 
been two inftances of any perfon having been 
attacked in theie frightful forefts s and at pre- 
f?nt t;hey a,rc fo fecure, that you may travel 

M 3 through 
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. through then^ in the night without any sppri-> 
hen^pns. At AfchafFenbufg, a pretty German 
town, there are always thirty huflars, who tra- 

^ vel through the Speflart at ftated times, in or- 

^derto prevent, the poflibility of an accident. 
If all the princes of Germany were to make 
ufe:of liieic Ibrces'for thefe purpofes, thei$e 

;a8roiil4..j:>e;n{focaufe to complain of their mili- 
tary eilablifhmenti^ on, the tyrannical mannc^r 
in which their hufbandmen are treated. The 
beauty nnd».U}\lhBSf.m4di itSiUttuatioar^^ncou- 
raged me to make an excurfion as far as Afchaf-^ 
fenbur^* At foqie diftanpe n^rth and eailward, 
you -fee the Speffart, which forms a half circle 
round this city, and protefls it from the high 
winces. The country about this city is uncon?- 

ejnonly fruitful. It is fampus for producing- a 
greatjiumber of apple-trees,^ with the fruit of 
which they inake a cyder, which only a con- 
noiffeur c^n diftinguiih from trup wine. It is 
pften. exported to the north as ^ Rhenifh. ^ I 

.j#cfi fqmc -of it ths^t was fevcn ye^rs oldj if 

Jiad a great deal qf fire, but coft^ twenty*fbuT 
q-eut^^ers the bpttlie, a price for which you may 
)^avc very gopd wine. 

The goyerniaient encourages , the people t<i 
make;. as much .as poflible of the advwtftgerftf 
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their fituation. They have planted mulberry- 
trees, and have made feme very good experi- 
ments on filk-worms. On the banks of the 
Maine, near the city, there is a fine alley, 
which runs through a very extended plain. 
You meet here with a curious memorial of the 
fixteenth century. An old German knight, as 
big as the life, and armed at all points, is 
kneding before ^ crucifix, at the bottom of 
■which h« has depofited his helmet. The whole 
has the appearance' of an immenfe pyramid, of 
which the crofs forms the head, and the knight 
and his appurtenances the lower parts. The 
work is extremely good, and altogether exhibits 
a very ftriking appearance to the beholder. 
• Francfort is a fine large city. There is 
no town in Germany which has larger or more 
magnificent inns than thofe of this place. Ex- 
cepting Hamburgh, this is the only imperial 
city which keeps up all its priftine Iplfendour. 
Whilft Nurenberg, -Auglburg, and feveral 
others about it, are going to decay, it con- 
tinues to thrive and to improve. The outfides 
of the houfes arc very Splendid, and the ftyle of 
the architcfture Ihews that the inhabitant^ 
know how to lay out their money with tafte. 
There arc about thirty inhabitants in the*^ place 
Vr}io arc worth a million of livres ^ and you 

. ' AJ4 ^ may 
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may name above thirty Calvinifticai houfcs, 
who have thirty thoufand guilders. Thie 
number of very rich Catholics and Lutherans^ 
is not lefs : fo that in all^ there may be about 
two hundred houfes who have incomes of one 
hundred thoufand guilders*, and above. There 
is a high appearance of affluence throughout. 
The furniture of their houfes, their gardens, 
equipage, drefs, and female ornaments, every 
thing, in fliort, befpeaks a ftate above the ordi- 
nary citizen, and which approaches the extreme 
of magnificence. 

. The trade of Francfort is extremely hurtful 
to Germany. According to the accounts given 
me by a very underftanding merchant of thi^ 
placcj the exports of German commodities by 
(his channel, hardly amount to a tendi of the 
imports from France, Holland, Italy, and other 
countries. The former confift of iron and 
other, rough or worked metals, (which are ex- 
ported moftly into France and Holland) of 
wine, linen, and other infignificant articles. 
The latter, on the contrary, are made up of all 
kinds of fpices, female ornaments, handker^ 
chiefs, filks, and, in (hort, all the expenfive 
articles of luxury furniihed by Italy, France, 
and Holland* In a word, Francfort is the great 

canal 

^ Ten thoufand pounds* 
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canal by which the gold of the empire runs out« 
The lofs which this place brings on the coun- 
tries about the upper parts of the Rhine^ 
Danube, and Maine, may be judged of by 
the value of the louis^d'ors. As all the pay- 
ments of this pl^ce to France and Holland, 
muft be made in this coin, they are commonly 
worth twelve crcijtzcr more here than in the 
other parts of Gerttiany, the country about the 
LbW^r Rhine only excepted, which drives the 
fame kipd of unpatriotic trade. The older 
people of this place, ^s welj as in Bavaria^ 
JE^'ranconia, and Suabia, remember the times, 
when, aftpr the operations of Lewis XIV. our 
ioiiis and crown pieces were the coin the moft 
commonly to be met with in the country. But 
now they are very feldom found in the ordinary 
c6urfe of trade. Very few of them were re- 
coined, as the mint cannot cope with the high 
agio given by the merchants in the cpurfe of 
exchange. They are, however, fcnt in heaps 
tp Holland, and twenty creutzej* for every 
louis-;d'or is paid above the market price. 

There are fome woollen, carpet, and cotton 
pianufadures here, and in the country round. 
Thefe belong in part to the merchants of the 
pl^ce^i but are moft of them only rented by 

them, 
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them, and a great part of the woollen manufac- 
tures of Hanauj are fold by third hands here. 
Upon the whole, the entire trade of this place 
as a mere Jcwilh bufinefs, which .employs very 
few hands profitably^ and is in a great meafure 
fupported by the internal confumption. The 
greateft merchants of this place are not afliamed 
of being brokers ; and a great number of tra- 
ders, with revenues of from forty to fifty or 
fixty thpufand guilders, do only commifHon 
bulinefsj whereas, if they had more a£tivity, 
and the true fpirit; of induftry, they might make 
ufe of their rnoney to more advantage in ma- 
nufaftures. ; 

The fituatipn of the place fecures it the per- 
petual enjoyment of the advantages which have 
made it fq rich. It lies in the midft of the befl 
part of Germany, in a country the natural 
ivealth of which, is favourable to luxury, and 
which is broken into fo m^ny fmall ftates, that 
there is no caufe to fe^ the prohibition of fo- 
reign wares. It has not, like Dantzick> which 
carries on the fame kind of trade, but is now 
nearly ruined by Prulfia and Poland; powerful 
and enlightened neighbours to cope with, who 
ve attentive to lofe no advantages that may be 
procured to their own fubjcds*. 

Franq^ 
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\. Erancfort contains thirty-four thoufand in- 

iliabitantSj including the ftrangers conftantly 

refident. Thofe 'who come for the fair are 

generally dlimated at fome thoufands. Amongft 

thefc, there were at laft fpring fair fifty princes. 

As the way to the principal high roads of Ger- 

tnany lies through this place^ all the perfons of 

confequencCj who go to the baths and watering 

.places, commonly take Francfort in their way 

;to them. This occafions a concourfe of good 

company J and the apparatus of the fair, to- 

.gethcr with jthe liberty of living which prevails 

at thefe times, form together an interefting 

'^ftacle. The German nobility come here 

from many caufes, fuch as payments and fales 

of many kinds tq make, the neighbourhood of 

powerful courts, and various other reafons. 

The government, which was formerly very 
rigid, has now fomewhat relaxed, and endea- 
vours to make the ftay of ftrangers as agreeable 
to them as can be. During the fair, there arc 
play-houfes, concerts, a Vaux-hall, fine walks, 
public dancing»-booths, and women of the town 
in abundance. A village in this neighbourhood 
called Bornheim, is famous all over Germany 
for its brothels. 

Excepting at the time of the fair, ftrangers, 
^1^0 are generally here in great numbers, arc 



lyz TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 

but ill-treated. As Francfort is one of the few 
imperial cities who have freed themfelyes from 
the tyranny of the cxcife fyftem, the magiftracesj 
who haye loft confiderably by lofing it, endea- 
vour to make themfe|ves amende by making 
ftrangers feel the weight of their privileges, 
For inftance, the innkeepers will not allow a 
ftranger to take up his quarters at a private 
Iioufe, even though he eats at bjs inn, Th© 
little jealoufy incident to fmaller ftates, but 
which you would not expert to meet with in 
t city fo confpicuous as this is for its t9d^ 
iometimes alfo plays ftrangers fqurvy tricks^ 
A few years fince, two miftrcffes of a German 
prince, with very large revenues, fettled herc^ 
and fpcnt large fums of money. After a time 
they were tenilhed the city by the nfiagiftratesj^ 
under pretence that they led diffipated and idle 
lives i but the true reafon w^s, that the ladies 
of the place, who could not afibrd tq fpend as 
much money as they did, grew jealous of 
them. 

The ever-increafing luxury of the Germans, 
particularly of thofe who inhabit the countries 
round this place, the habit the German noblejft 
arc under of coming hither to make a figure, 
the increafmg care of the magiftrat;c to procure 

ftransers 
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ftrangers every kind of pleafure, the admirable 
roads which lead hither from every part of Ger- 
many, and the excellent inns, are the reaibnd 
why this .fair is of late years more and more 
frequented. It is now vifited by French and 
£ngliih> who meet here with every article of 
luxury they can defire. 

In general the inhabitants of this place are 
rather ftiff in their carriage. There is, how- 
ever, ibme excellent company to be met with 
amongft them. Amongft the patricians there 
are feveral very refpeftable perfons of good 
nobility who have no Ihare in the magiftracy. 

Francfort has ever fupplied, and ftill con- 
tinues to fopply Germany with fome of its firft- 
ratc literati; and you meet here with well- 
informed men in every branch of the arto and 
fciences. The only thing which ftands in the 
way of liberty of thought, and refinement of 
manners, and aUb afiefts trade and induftry 
confiderably, is the inquifitorial ftate of the 
Lutheran clergy, who are here the principal 
church. The reformed, who, in proportion of 
their numbers, are without a doubt the richeft 
part of the inhabitants, have not yet been able, 
with all their pains, to obtain the liberty of 
worfhipping God publicly ; though the catho- 
lics, whole religion differs much more than 

thetrs. 



I<7V Tk AVAL'S frfRO»GH;eEkMA^l*f/ 

thefffjs', from that of the eftablifhed church/- 
have rtiore chapels than any other feft, and' 
the Jews have a public and very confiderabl^ 
fynagogue. 

• The number of Jews fettled here is about fij^' 
thoufand. There are fome who are worth i 
million, and vie with the Chriftians in every 
article of cxpcnce. Their induftry is not to 
be conceived. They are pimps, language* 
matters, fencing-mafters, dancing^mafters, wri-^ 
ting and arithmetic matters, and their daugh- - 
ters are at the fervice of the uncircumcifed* 
Thofe who go into their ftreets, are in danger ' 
of being preffed to death by them. They fall 
upon ftrangers by dozens, and compel them to * 
buy their wares. It is very difficult for a man ' 
to difentangle himfelf from them without the 
help of a good ftick ; and they call to ftrangers 
from the diftance of three or four hundred 
paces. The houfes of their well-encompaffed 
ftreets are filled to the very roofs with inhabi- 
tants. In feven of them, which hardly occupied 
a fpace of fifty yards, and were burned down 
fome years fince, there" were twetve hun- 
dred perfons. On the other hand, there is' 
often only one family in the houfes belonging 
to the rich. This is the fign of an incredible 
affluence, for houfe-fent is dearer in thcfc ^ 

ftreets, 
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|^€€ts, than in any part of London, Paris, or 
any other great city. There is a law which 
forbids the Jews to live any where out of their 
fixeets ', hut the magiftrate winks at the break- 
ing of it, and only renews it from time to time 
to extort money from thofe who choofe to live 
elfewhere. « * 

The celebrated colleges here are a wonderful 
inftitution. Thefe confiit of afTociations of 
people of the fame rank, who aflemble on a 
certain day. ^ There are colleges of nobility, 
of artifts of all kinds> of bookfcUers, of doctors 
of law and phyfic ; and, in ftiort, of all orders. 
It is not difficult for a ftranger to be introdu-* 
ccd to thefe, and the advantage he derives by 
it, of being acquainted in an hour with the 
moft reputable people of his own rank, is 
incredible. 

The government of this city is of a mixed 
kind, and very intricate. The conteft between 
the ariftocracy and democracy is warmer here ' 
than in any other city in Germany, Hardly a 
year paffcs but the burghers begin a new law- 
fuit with the council, or the council with the 
burghers. The confcquence is, that as law- 
fuits carried before the imperial court are of 
Very long duration, the law-fuits of the city of 
Francfort, againft itfelf, already amount to 

fome 
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fbme dozens. I have it from good authoricy^j 
that tite ftate has laid out thirty thoufand rix« 
dollars, in the laft twenty years, annually^ in 
expences for law-futts carried on betwixt its 
own citizens. And as the fpirit of pettyfogging 
and litigioufnefs is no where higher than it is 
here, Francfort is likewife engaged in perpetual 
diiputes with the princes^ dukes, and marquiffes, 
round it, much to the advantage of the lawyers 
of Vienna and Wefslar. The cofts of thefe, 
during the above-mentioned period, have 
amounted to twenty thoufand rix dollars an- 
nually $ fo that when we come to cad up ftate 
expences, we may lay this fingle article at fifty 
thoufand rix dollars. The annual revenue of 
the ftate is about fix hundred thoufand guilders, 
of thirty thoufand pounds, which are moftly 
raifed from the excife and cuftoms. The con- 
tributions of the burghers, which are a kind of 
tax, are very numerous. They are laid on 
according to the true principles of a commer- 
cial commonwealth. They are divided into 
two portions, viz. the large tax of fifty guilders^ 
and the fmaller, of twehty-five guilders per 
annum. Every burgher has tlic liberty of pay- 
ing to the large or fmall fund, and c^onfe- 
quently taxes himfelf. * If I miftake not, an in- 
come of thirty thoufand guilders fobjefts a 
I man 
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man to pay the higher tax ; but the magiftracy 
of this place, has not, like thofe of Nurenberg, 
the right, fo contrary to the true fpirit of 
trade, of taking an inventory of the circum- 
ftances of a merchant. This leaves the mer- 
chants at liberty to value their eftates over or 
under the line of limitation ; and it is evidently 
the intereft of every merchant to pafs for a man 
of an eftate of more than thirty thoufand guil- 
ders, and contribute to the large tax. — The 
clafs of inhabitants to which all the reformed, 
and likcwife a large part of the catholics be- 
long, have greater taxes to pay. The latter 
may, by favour of the magiftracy, arrive at the 
rights of burgeffes, but not take part in the 
government. The former are intirely excluded 
from the power of becoming burgeffes. 



LETTER LXII. 

Mentz. 

^ I^HE country between this place and 
JL Francfort, particularly that in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mentz, is one of thp richeft I 
have hitherto feen, and the road is the bcft and 
handfomeft I have met with in Gc;-many. Till 
VOL. ni» N within 
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within three miles of l^rancfort) it is in ^jftraighc 
linej raifed, paved, and guarded qn both fides 
with high ftonesy which fecurc the foot paflen^ 
gers from waggons and hor&s. . The only de^ 
fe£l in this road is> that it is tQ9 narrow in the 
middle for two waggons to p2^(s. AU the roads 
through the domain of the city of Francfort 
fu'C built in the fame magnificent ftyle, fo that 
it is eftimated that every three miles has coft 
the city above fixty thoufand guilders, or fix 
thoufand pounds. The cbaujfee in the one and 
twenty miles belonging to Mentz, is not raifed 
in fo expenlive a ilyle as that of Francfort, but 
it is broader ; it is planted with trees on both 
fides all, the way, and very well kept. Here 
and tnere you meet with noble alleys of walnut 
and other fruit-trees, the villages at the end 
of which exhibit beautiful perfpeftives. There 
is hardly a road in Germany more fiequented 
th^ this J the place of poft-mafter of Hater** 
fheim, a place midway between the two cities> 
is the beft of any of the territories of the im- 
perial (rtt cities. Jn the territory of Mentz, 
each horfe pays two-pence cbaujre money, zt 
every poft> and each of the three pofts^ brings 
in fix thoufand guilders. At kaft fevcnty- 
two thoufand horfes pafs this road every year> 
bcfidcs a great number of horfes belonging t^ 

private 
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pAvU^ perfons^ iK>t t»Hcfi ifitd the a<:coqnt« 
T}»^r« Ukewife go every d^ bcweeii the twp 
cities twQ large veffels, which are conftantly 
fil^d with men and merchandize. I met with 
vgg^ns on this raa4> which^ ^ a diftance, 
lool^ed like jiarge houfes. They were drawn 
by fixteen pr eighteen horfes, and, as the wag- 
goners a0Mred m^, carried loads of one hundred 
and forty or one hundred aod fifty hundred 
weighs* Th^y generally gQ from Francfixrt to 

Straft^Qfg. 

Wc cam? chrough the pretty Bttlc city of 
Hochft» wM-ch i^ fituated virry pleafantly and 
whole&mely, on an elevation fix mUr* frpwi 
Frai>^f<Ht^ I ^uld n^ have made pB^ption 
of thi$ p\9^e, byt fo fct right % wiftake into 
which Mr. Moore ha^ faUen i in doing which 
I ihall hay^ occai|on to lay before you a very 
rminaFkabl^ inllance of the ppliticajl iiiifaia- 
nagei^eQi of two diiffermt governments. 

Near this little town you fee a m^nifi<?cnt 
country-houfe, the archit^fturc of which h n9t 
y^rf good* The b^ijder \% w \t^\^n of the 
name of Qploi^garOi who, without ^ penny of 
original fortinie, has found mean^ to acqu^r^^ 
intirely by his own induftry, a ii^apifial of frofld ^ 
million to a million and a half of guilders. 
He made his fortune intirely by the fnuflF 

^^ 2 which 
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i^hich bears his namej which is ftili extremely 
liked throughout all Germany. This man was 
ranked in- the clafs of inhabitants; I do riot 
know exaftly whether he was defirous to leave 
the city, or whether the government of Franc- 
fort had occafion to tax him afrefli as an out^ 
burgher ; be that as it may^ he was called upon 
to lay an account of his circumftances before 
the regency. He offered an immenfe fum of 
money if they would take his word for the fum 
totals without defcending into particulars ; but 

nothing would fatisfy them but an inventory, 
which they inlifted on with all the obftinacy 
and harihnefs of a fmall itate. It fo happens 
that there is a compaft fubfifting between the 
ftates of Mentz and Francfort, by which the 
burgeffes of the one are allowed ta migrate to 
the other, without let or molcrftation. Bolon^ 
garo determined to feize the opportunity to re- 
venge himfelf of a government who had treated 
him fo ill. He accordingly built at Hochft, 
tod became a fubje£t of Mentz, which faved 
him from the necelTity oi, laying an inventory 
of his eftatc before the magiftracy of Francfort, 
and enabled him to go there as often as he 
pleafed, without leaving a creutzer ♦ behind 
him. Mr« Moore fays that the immenfe pa- 
lace 

• A ferdung. 
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kce which he has built at Hochft^ flands quite 
empty $ but we fliall cafily conceive how much* 
bufinefs is carried on there, if we confider that 
Mr. Bolongaro now pays at leaft eight thoufand 
guilders lefs to the cuftoms at Francfort, than 
he did before, when his whole bufinefs was 
done in that city. He has alfo contrived that 
great part of the confignments fent from Bre- 
men, Hamburgh, and the feveral parts of 
Heffia and Hanover into Suabia, Alfatia, and 
Switzerland, fliouid go through Hochft inftead 
of going through Francfort as they did before. 
The legiflature of Mentz has much facilitated 
this by building him a crane on the Maine, 
before his palace. 

Mr. Bolongaro has carried his revenge ftill far- 
ther. He took Mr. Beggiora, one of the acutefl: 
and moft intelligent of his countrymen, out of 
one of the beft houfes of Francfort, and entered 
into partnerfliip with him for eftablifhing a com- 
merce in drugs, the moft capital branch of 
trade in Francfort, at Hochft. The bare firm 
of Mr. Bolongaro was of unfpeakable fervice 
to this trade, and foon repaid him, with intereft, 
the fums he had advanced -, but befides this, 
the partner enjoyed the exemption of cuftoms 
which Bolongaro had obtained from the re- 
gency of Mentz, for twenty years. The con- 

N 3 fcquencc 
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fequcncc was, that this newbrknth t^ trtde 
Wai opened to fo mueh idvantagt, a^ foon t^ 
put ofie hilndred and fixty thoufand guilders, 
*r (ixtccn thou&nd pounds, intb Mt. Bolon-* 
giro's pocket. All thl^ Ihews that th* regency 
6f Francfort coi1:imitted a great offenee agaiftft 
the profperity of the country, by the pirfitcu-^ 
tion of Mr. Bolortgard i and that Mf • M oore^ 
who ddubtlefs faW B^iofigaro's building in 
Company with the Fraficfortians, and through 
their eyes, would not have found it fo empty 
if he had feen it with his own. 

The Regency of Ment£ were not, however, 
guilty of a lefs fauh in their adoption of Mu 
Bolongaro, than that of Francfort in their per- 
iecution of him. The poflefTors of AQiUions 
are not always beneficial inhabitants to a IhnaU 
ftate ; on the contrary, a ctmple of dozen of 
Weavers looms, which fupport an iddulfa-ious 
man in a ci'editable liHanher, are at all times of 
more value than ever fo many palaces of this 
Bolongafo kind. The court of Mentz has 
pwd Very dcfi^rly for the honour of having this 
rich man for its fubjeft, by entering into ton-^ 
trafts very advantageous to him, but much 
otfaerwife to die ftate^ Mr. Boiongaro engaged 
to fpend a certain form, I believe twenty thfoo^ 
iand guilders * every yesr, during twenty 

years,, 

* Two thou&nd pounds. 
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years, in building at Hochft. For this the go* 
▼crnmcnt of Mentz granted him an exemption 
of all cuftoms for twenty years, an illimited 
freedom of trade, as much done as he chofe to 
take from the ruins of an old caftle, and four 
horfts free from taxes for his own ufe. The 
exemption of cuftoms alone, and the liberty to 
leave Francfort, are more than an equivalent 
for the promifed buildings of twenty years ; but 
iven thefe laft he has contrived to turn intirely to 
his own advantage. He had made the regency 
of Mentz believe, in his boafting and mag- 
nificent manner, that in the courfe of the 
twenty years he would build them a fuperb 
new town, which he propofcd to call Emme- 
rickftadt, in honour of the dead cleftor; but 
all he did was to build fome houfes adjoining 
to his palace, which no doubt Mr. Moore 
took for the wings of it. It is certain that Mr. 
Bolongaro fcarcc expended half the yearly 
fum he had covenanted to do ; and that for 
many years the whole town of Emmerickftadt, 
from whence hi dated his letters to all the 
world, was occupied by his own tompting- 
houfeonly* 

Still, however, might the regency of Mentz 
have been excufable for laying out fo much in 
the acquis tion of this rich citizen, had fome 

N 4 part 
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part of his money at leaft been devoted to the 
employment of ufefiil hands, or fome part of 
his fubftance fpent for the benefit of the ftatc ; 
but excepting a few plaifterers and carpenters, 
no fubjcft of Mentz has feen a penny of Mr. 
Bolonga^c's money. Ahiioil all his tobacco 
is prepared out of the country, and even the 
greateft part of it exported from Francfort, where 
bis principal warehoufes and magazines ilill are. 
He only removed that part of his trade to 
Hochft, which he could not carry on fo well at 
Francfort, and availed hinafelf of the privileges 
of a citizen of Mentz, to hurt the former city, 
without being of the leaft ufe to the latter : nay, 
it is ftill free for him or his heirs to leave Hoclift 
whenever they pleafe, and make it up with 
Francfort. In the mean time he has built him- 
felf a palace for the fummer in the cheapeft 
manner, and furrounded it with common 
houfes, the rents of which will richly pay him 
for the fums he has laid out upon them. 

This however was only a political error in the 
regency of Mentz ; but the univerfal liberty 
of trade granted to Mr. Bolongaro, is an 
unpardonable offence, both againft piorals and 
politics. This man', who originally was lower 
than the dirt in the ftreets, became a miracle of 
popular infolencei There we examples of his 

niggardlinefs. 
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Riggardlinefs^ which almoft^ furpafs all concep- 
tion, and they are the more ftrong from being 
a Angular contrail, to the brutal and ofFenfive 
magnificence that is peculiar to him. The 
pride of doing mifchief, has led him to make his 
feUow-citizens feel the weight of his money in 
every tranfa6tion by which a penny is to be 
got. There were eight or nine retail merchants 

in the little t»wh of Hochft, who contrived to 
live honourably, and carry on a fmall trade. 
Mr. Bolongaro could not reft contented with 

. the great advantage his own commerce enjoyed 
$t)m the exclufive privilege given him, but he 
muft make ufe of it, if not to the total ruin, to 
the manifeft oppreffion of thefe poor people. 
He therefore opened a druggift's fliop for the 
fale of his goods in the retail way. The re- 
gency of Mentz, though afting upon much 
better principles than any other of the ecclefi- 
aftical ftates of Germany, had ftill not fenfe 
enough to fee that eight middling and decent 
trades-people are a greater acquifition to a 
country than one very rich one, even when the 
capital of the latter is a thoxifand times greater 
than that of the former. 

AjMr. Bolongaro*s abjeft fpirit carried him fldll 
farther. He wanted a monopoly of all the moft 

.important articles of commerce, and to obtaip 

4 it. 
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it, ofTered the regency a large fum ; but this 
the prefetit prince would not accept. 

To fill up the meafure of his crimes. Bo- 
longaro brought a complaint againft the filher- 
men of the place, for having hurt fome tree or 
ftatue in his garden, and infifted on their being 
deprived of the privilege of fifliing in the river 
Nid, which runs under the wall of his garden 
into the Maine. This too the regency was 
weak and wicked enough to grant : thus rob- 
bing of their bread a number of poor families, 
in order to ferve a wretch, whofe charader I 
cannot better fum up, than by telling you he 
^ve an old friend, who had met with misfor- 
tunes, and was come a great way in hopes of 
receiving affifUnce from this profperous country- 
man of his, a fingle faur/ous piece ^, and that 
the worft he could pick out of his purfe. 

1 fhould not have detained you thus long with 
this trifling incident, but to (hew how fondly the 
fmall ftates of Germany purchafe the power of 
doing each other harm ; for there is no doubt 
but the defire of hurting Francfort was the true 
cavrfe that led the regency of Mentz to give this 
ridiculous protedtion. 

i vifited the china manufadure at Hochft i 
it is not hitherto in very brilliant circumfl;ances ; 

it 

♦ Two-pence. 
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k is divided into Ihares^ the poflefibrs of ^hich 
are not men calculated to do what is bed for 
the whole : they are^ however, hard at work 
upon plans to improve it. Amongft other peo* 
pie engaged in them, I vifited Mr. Melchior^ 
who is certainly one of the greateft ftatuariei 
How exiiling, and has an unfpeakable love for 
his art. There are but few great works of his, 
though what he has done in this way is inimit* 
able ; but he is without a rival in fmall models, 
and it is to his labours that this porcelane manu-» 
fa^ory owes its celebrity. 

The villages and farms which we met with 
on the way to Francfort hither, would pais for 
towns in Bavaria, or the north of Germany. 
They all befpeak a high fkate of opulence ia 
the inhabitants. The beggars one occaiionally 
fees, are a confequence <rf the way of thinking 
of the German catholics, and the opinions of 
their governors, which I mentioned in fpcaking 
of Wurtzburg. A peafant is in* genial ex- 
tremely happy throughout the whole country. 
He is almdd every where a freeman, and op- 
prefied with no hard taxes. A little more care 
to provide employments for die hands that could 
be fpared from agriculture, with a little iQore 
attention to educaticHi, in ord« to infpirc the 
people with a greater difgvri^ to begging, wouM 

make 
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ihake thisi government almoft perfedl, In\the 
neighbouring country . of Darmftadt, which I 
likewife vifited froni Francfort, the peafant is 
by no means fo rich as the inhabitant of the 
territory of Mentz, for nature has not been fo 
liberal to him, and he is loaded with more 
taxes ; but he is cleaner and more aftive ; nor 
will you fee fo many beggars in the ftreets of 
Darmftadt. 

Till within fix miles of Mentz, the inhabi- 
tants live chiefly on their agriculture. The 
earth yields uncommon returns, and the corn 
of this country is imported far and wide on the 
Rhine. There are alfo large quantities of 
fruits and greens of all kinds ; excellent afpara- 
gus and cabbage are the food of the moft com- 
mon people : nor is there a place in Germany 
where the people are fo fond of them, or have a 
greater fupply of provifions of this kind. Great 
Aip-loads of their cabbages, as well raw as 
pickled; are carried down the Lower Rhine, as 
fax as Holland, The little city of Croneburg, 
fituated on an eminence fix miles off the main 
road, drives a trade with Holland to the 
amount of eight thoufand guilders a-year for 
apples, cyder, and chefnuts, of which laft it 
has large groves. All the villages of the coun- 
fry lie in orchards of trete, andrCoounand large 

fields 
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fields of com bdow. Thefc numerous orchards 
make the country look a little poor, though it 
is as well cultivated as any other part of Ger- 
many. In the ftrip of land which lies betwixt 
Francfort, Mentz, and the neareft hills to the 
north of Mentz, contaming a fpace of about 
twelve miles long, and fix broad, they reckon 
eight little cities, five large market-towns, and 
about eighty villages, few of which contain lefs 
than fixty families. 

At Wickeard, a place which is fix miles from 
Mentz, the nature of the country intirely 
changes ; an arm of the large mountain called 
Wetteraw, extends itfelf here to the banks of 
the Maine, and forms a couple of large hills, on 
the one of which, Wickeard, and on the other, 
Hocheim is fituated. The fouthern and weft- 
ern fides of the former produce an excellent 
wine. The eaftem fide of the fecond yields 
admirable corn ; and the parts of it expofed to 
the fouth ahd weft, afford the moft delicious wine, 
without comparifon, of all Germany. The lit- 
de village of Hocheim, from whence the Eng- 
liih give ail kinds of Rhenilh v/ine the name of 
Hock, contains about three hundred families. 
A prettier village I have not feen. It belongs 
to the chapter of Mentz, the dean of which en- 
joys th? revcAUje of it ; in a good year he makes 

from 
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from twelve to fifteen thoiifand gutldt rs of ids 
wine. He and the Auguftines of Mentz and 
Francfort^ have the exclufive enjoyment of the 
bed Hocheimer wine^ of which^ in good years^ 
a piece^ confiding of one hundred meafures^ 
fells for from nine hundred to one thoufand 
guilders from the prefs. This is certainly one 
of the deardft wines in the world. Having a 
defire to tafie it on the fpot^ we were obliged to 
pay a rix dollar ; it was, however, of the beft 
vintage in this century, to wk, that of 1766. 
Nor (hould we have had it, but fer an advocate 
of Mentz, to whom the hoftefs meant to flicw 
fevour. This was the firfi: German wine I had 
met with which was intirely without any four 
tafte : it was quite a perfume to the tongue ; 
whereas the otKer wine of Hocheim, let it be 
as good as it may, is not quite clear of vine* 
gar ; though for this alfo, if it has any age, you 
are forced to pay a guilder and a hai£ The 
whole way fi-om Hocheim to Mentz, was die 
mdl beautiful of the whole journey duringthree 
miles. It lay along the ilope of the hill, covered 
with fine vineyards, which are Shaded from the 
road by beautiflil fruit-trees. This defcent com>- 
mands a beauti^l profpeffc, over a fimaU, but 
uncommonly ridi country, terminated by the 
conflux of the Rhine and Maiae. The fine 

wine 
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wine does iiot grow on this fi4e of the hill, but 
pn the other. From hence you defcend into a 
vale, watered by a iiule rivulet, where cpm- 
fields, meadows, and orchards, form the pret- 
tied proTped imaginable. At the left, through 
on orchard of fruit-trees, you fee the beautiful 
village of Koftheim. The way then winds 
Xhrough the orchards and vineyards of the large 
village of Caffel, which appears diredly oppo- 
fite to Mentz, at the end of a fine alley leading 
to the banks of the Rhine. 

As foMk as you arrive at the bridge of boats 
acrok the Rhine, you are ftruck with one of 
the xnofl magnificent fpedacles that it is pofiible 
for human imagination to conceive. The 
proud ftream whidi has now fwallowed up the 
Maine, and is fourteen hundred fctt broad, 
comes out of a plain which extends as far as the 
horizon ; but at Mentz large hills come athwait 
its courie, and compel it, after forming feme 
illands, to change the northern direction, which 
it has kept from Switzerland hither, for a wefi>- 
«ra one. It as thefe hills, on the flopes of which 
you behold Ibvend habitations, which form that 
celebrated amphitheatre called the Rhinegau, 
the throne of the German Bacchus, The 
ilhine iliil keeps the beautiful green fo much 
admired in Switzerland ; and even at fome difr 

tance 



tp* tAavels through GERMANV. 
tancc below this city, the difference of its wa- 
ters and thofe of the muddy Maine, is eafily to 
be difcemed. Direftly before your eyes you 
have the city of Mentz, which prefents itfelf 
with a majefty not to be defcribed. The num- 
berlefs boats which deck its banks, as well as 
the numerous and magnificent towers of its 
churches, are reflecSied by the clear flxeam. 
The length of the city towards the Rhine, in- 
cluding the fortifications, is at leaft a mile and 
a half. Amidft the large and fomething dark 
mafs of old buildings, you fee now and then a 
few new ones ftrike out, which form a pleafing 
contrail. Both the houfes towards the Rhine, 
and thofe at the two ends of the city, are here 
and there ornamented with a rich green. In a 
word, the fituation of Drefden, magnificent as 
it is, is hardly to be compared with that of 
Mentz. 

When you come into the city the beauty of 
the profpcft is much clunged. The ftreets are 
dark, narrow, and not very clean. — ;But before 
I fay any thing more of Mentz, I muft give you 
an account of fome excurfions I made from 
Francfort into the neighbouring cities. 

I took a ride to Darmftadt, which is a fmall 
but lovely place. At Francfort they had de- 
fcribed the people to me as ftifF, but I found 

the 
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the circle in which I livedo and which confift«d 
of fbme counfellorsr and officers^ vuicommbnly 
affable, genteel, and cafy. Indeed were it in 
my pav^cty I wifh for no better company to 
make me relifh Hfe th^ that I met with at 
Dannftadt } nor do I know a place where I 
flioutd pitch my tent fo willingly, if it depended 
upon myfelf co fix the place of my abode. Yoa 
are in the inidft of feverai large cities, hot far 
diftanc from each other. The company is fuch 
» you can only riieet with in large cities. The 
atr ii^ go6d ; the provifiotlis . cheap ; and you 
have it always in your power to unite the dty 
aitti c6untiy life. Add to this, that the popu« 
hoity.of the court, the delicate Engliffa garden 
ofica to every body, the magnificent parade; 
the number of agreeable women, and the hunt- 
ing parties, which are to be made at no great 
expense, render it a moft defirable habitation. 
Tlie talents of the reigning prince aire alto- 
gether of the military kind. He refides KttlJe? 
at DarmilEadt ;• but the hereditary prince, who is 
conftandy ti^re, is one of the moft agreeable 
and bcft men in* the worlds He knows nothinjg^ 
of the htawcur which encom^ffes fo many other 
German' princes, and baniflies ftrangers from 
them. The income of this court is eftimated to 

• 

amount ID cn)€ million one hundred and fifty 
VQt.iiu O thoirfahd 
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thoufand Rhenifli guilders^ or about one htm^ 
dred and fifteen thoufand pounds ; a great parc^ 
however^ of this, is appropriated to the pay« 
ment of the principal or intereft of old debts.— 
This is the fituation of all the German courts. 

This part of the territory of Darmibdt^ which 
lies betwixt the Rhine, the Maine, the Berg- 
(bralfe, and the Odenwald, is the mdS; confider- 
able of them in extent, but by no m^ns the 
befl ; it is made up chiefly of fandy plains and 
thick forefls, the beft part of which is the Black 
Wood. Some diflridts on the Bergftrafle 
and the Odenwald are uncommonly fruitful; 
but in general the poiTeffions of this houie, 
which lay in the Wetterau, are much richer 
than this part of the marquifate of CaflTeneln- 
Bogen. Notwithftanding this, there is a great 
degree of opulence amongft the peafants ; their 
indufby, and the adlivity and wifiiom of the go- 
vernment, making up for what nature has refufed 
them. The villages in this country have an 
uncommonly neat and gay afpeft. The corn 
afforded by thefe fandy plains, the quantity 
of wood, and the large quantity cf garden 
ftuff, together with the other produce of 
their agriculture, bring conliderable fums to 
the country. The little hamlet of Gerau fells 
from four to five thoufand guilders-worth of 
iwl^bage, which is looked upon as the beft in 

this 
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this €X>untry, every year. The afparagus of 
Ddbrmftadt are famous all over Germany for 
their beauty and fize : at feveral places they 
likewife make a wine^ which is very tolerable. 

The peafants of this country are a very ftrong 
and handfome race of men^ well boned and 
well fiftewed. Better or more aftive troops than 
the three Darmftadt regiments of infantry, are 
not to be feen in Germany ; the Pruflian troops 
themfelves not excepted. They confift of about 
6000 men. The regiment of them quartered 
at Pirmaientz is vifited and admired by our offi* 
cers from Stratzburg, Landau, Fort Lewis, and 
other places. It is indeed a pattern of difcipline, 
oeconomy, and good behaviour. The wonderful 
military talents; of the Prince of Darmfladt give 
the greatefl expedations of the regiment called 
formerly the Royal Baviere, which he com- 
manded in our army. This prince is commonly 
much blamed for his military turn; but his 
troops are really no detriment to the country ; 
it is incredible how little they coft ; and as 
Jthey have frequent furloughs granted, agricul- 
ture fufFers nothing from them : they are, in fadt, 
only a well-difdplined and well-regulated mili- 
tia. Nor is the military educadon without its ad- 
vantages in other refpe£b ; one immediately fees, 
lapoxi looking at thefe pes^ants^ that they have 

o % feei\ 
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ftsnfemce; fortiie natoqral oao&queacoi of ir» 
a pecnliar dsgret o£ QtKkr^ doum^dsy Md 4K* 
Wfitff tUftinguifli tlnn torn th«ir fm^ah^^m^ 
Nor.ato ^^6 croopt; cbaiinaiqdkbsiQr bbctoM^^ 
^Bk^tihafe^ of .toaiiy other Gersiu priocm. The 
£ngIiBi dsild'^ Gcmral Fawcct^ oftmd ^ tnudi 
hifj^KT fxnee i)r cheoi dsui inHb^t li9 gi^v^ tiw^ 
Lan4gmreorHe6^; but he mm n^ 4 ^tde^ 
ai|d> ^oni^ faii naoney iraukl haVo h^e^ of great 
Urvice for die psyment-crf'okl dabta. 

In my wa^ fiom Afcha^^burg to Fn&dbct^ 

I oune tI|ro¥igh Haaaiu The oausttry belong* 

ing to the priAce of that name preduees a 

great deal of com^ wiood, mne, and &ky v^db 

may bring in aboiit fifty thou&ad RhafiB& gu^ 

dtr^f er about five thoiKfand 'pounds y&uAy^ 

Hanau is a vary pretty and weU*peopkd cfty^ 

in which there are feveral iiHKiu&&ure9^ pacti* 

cufarly of woolton ftuffk The reigning poBoe 

is the moft amiable man I have yet met with 

amongft the German potentates. £very Aaai* 

ger who haa eidier rank, merit, or knowlei^j^^ 

'to diftinguifti him, is^fecure of a good reGepcvm 

at his court. I am acquainfeQii wkh no^ fCfSotL 

of that y^ rank, who lets a ftra&ger Ssd. lua 

^dvatJba fi>^ Uttle as thit fovereign IdnesL He 

Iran ib lihoroug^ly diveft idrafelf of iiis AKOon^ 

ithat I know itw pedbna wlua ^equal; hJDa ckto 
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in the choke or enjoyment of the pleafures ^ 
fociety^ His broths i$ as amiable as hin^sH* : 
they are both zeSftbiOS firee-m^fi^ns^ JB^ H 
blamed, as well as ' tite Fiiixce oi Darmftadt^ 
on aiccouiRC of the mnnber of his troops; but as 
lie is heir of Csflfel^ the goverHtmentof. whidi 'j% 
imirely military, this Fiq>roKdi is of little confe- 
quencc 

• Frandbrt commands a^ mo^ bemidfu) eoun^ 
on all fid»« The villager i^d^ hamlets of t)^ 
country wo^ ptifs foi? ^iw^s in other |)Iac^. 
In aB Bavaria diere \^ tybt a city, excepting Mu- 
nich only, wiftch cto vie #ith* the hamlot o# 
Hofenbach, tha^ee mite^ dMSant from Franc- 
fent, either in beauty, popnlatito, <^ riches. 

I made an excurfiort^ with a gentleman of 
FrancfeftPt, to Hamfefg von ier Ikht^ the^refi^ 
dence of a prince of the houfe of Heflc, who 
Jakes his name from this little town. The t^- 
ritorjr of this prince coftfifts only dF a few fittall 
Villages, m on^ ^ which there is a very rich 
colony of Hugottots. The proper name dF this 
is Fredewkfdorf, but in the whole country they 
call it WaMchdorfl This arifes from our being 
called Welches in this country ; a name which- 
in Batarfa^and Auftria is: commonly given to the 
Itadkii$; There are good'mam]fadures^here,pittti-^ 
^i^aify of Various wcoQe&ftuffs^ The couiti$itkt^ 

03 the 
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the city, exceedingly fmall ; but ftrangers ar^ 
made very welcome. The princefs, who is a 
lifter to the late Grand Dutchefs of Ruffia, the 
Dutchefs of Weimar, and the Margravine of Ba- 
den, is one of the moft refpeftable women I have 
ever feen. The education of thefe four princeifes 
does the utmoft honour to all Germany, as well 
as to their refpeftable mother, whofe magnificent 
grave, in the park of Darmftadt, is a lafling me- 
morial of her uncorrupt tafte and noble way of 
thinking. The Prince qf Homberg is alfo a 
well-educated man ; fo that this court, fmall as 
it is, was one of thofe I admired moft in all 
Germany. The whole of its income does not 
amount to more than one hundred thoufand ris; 
dollars, or ten thoufand pounds* 

The country betwi^ct Francfort, Homberg^i 
Cronberg, and Rodelheim, is thick fe^ with vil- 
lages and hamlets^ which form the prettieft 
inland pidturc inaaginable. You feldom meet 
with a pleafanter landfcape than from the view 
at Oberurfel, a large hamlet in the territory of 
Mentz, which lies between Cronberg and Hom- 
berg. The noife of fome iron and copper ham- 
mers has an exceeding.good effeft. 

We met with an adventure in this country, which 
I Ihall all my life long recoiled with the greateft 
plcafur?. Behind Crojiberg the mountain diJled 

Altkonigcr^ 
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Altkonigery or the old king, raifes its bare head 
high above the ridge of hills, which protedt the 
fine plain along the fide of the Maine, between 
Francfort and Mentz, from the rude North 
wind. They tell many flxange ftories of this 
hill, and of an old ruinous cattle which ftands om 
it. We afcended him with fbme difficulty, but 
at the top met with a fpedtacle which will never 
go out of my remembrance. Diredtly to the 
fouth you overlook a plain thirty-three miles 
broad, which is terminated by the fummits of 
the Odenwalde and the Sfejfarf. Here you 
may diicern all the villages, hamlets, and 
towns, which lie between Francfort and the 
.Maine ; together with a great part of the coun- 
try of Darmftadt. The eaftem view is clofed 
by the Spcffart, which is fifty-one miles diftant. 
The whcde country of Afchaffenburg, along the 
Maine, along the Neckcr, and as far as the 
Donneriberg in the Upper Palatinate, lay like 
a map under our feet. Thefe extenfive pro- 
fpeds arc common ejiough in many countries, 
but you feldom find them fo riiickly fprinkled 
with the finiling habitations of men. Beliind 
you to the northward, and on both fides to the 
weft and north-eaft, you overlook partly barren 
er well-wooded mountains, and partly the moft 
agreeable mixture, of foft hills and plainsthat 

p 4 can 
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cm be conceiv^ Direddy 4gfi# -^ Wefli 
the row of mountains fi>nus U^e fineil atnpbi- 
theatre ^at can be cx)npeivcd. The ii^eft £ghtj 
however, was that which we faw the next mom* 
ing. There is a foot on this t^ountam very fa- 
vourable for feeing tlie fifing^fun. lo order to 
enjoy this fpeftade, we had provided ourielve* 
with pcUifies, to guard againi^ tl^e coldj l>ut 
were obliged to make a fire of wood ifi t^e nights, 
though after one of the warmed days in Auguft. 
The rife of the morning, however, fi^ly over- 
paid us for the toils of the night. Never did 
I feel my own exigence, or that oi the beiii^ 
which animates all nature more fiiUy, than at the 
inftant in which the firft ray of the mora ^kled 
the tops of the Speffart and Qdinw^lde^ bo^ 
which at a diitance appeared tp.b^ ifland$ of fire. 
As &r as this hill aU w^ thick darjkn^s^ ; but this 
eaAern view appea^red tike an iUuminated ijfland 
fwimming on thj^. black Qcean of night. The 
mornixag fpreading widei; aqd wider (hewed us 
the moil beaudful landfcape.ia miniature that 
we had ever fee% W^ beheld villages, a&f off 
in the. fhaii^, w^hi(;h oi>s t;^ of th^ m^miii^* 
fun broke through ap4. ^^F^Ufid the dackncfs of,; 
By d^ree? we faw. thft fep^po?^. of the hills,^ 
with their fcv^ral breaks apd windings. Evciy 
thing logked a$ it cjipes when yoy j^ a. fine. an«l 

wcU- 
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jfrdl-iU\miined landfcap^ tlvaugh a pcrCpeEtxvc* 
glafs. A preflure never before ei^pene^ce^ 
cook poifeilion of my breaft on beholding tios 
fccne. But the fifft break, of the fon huQfelf 
fiupafled ^ the beauties of the day-lMre^lu 
The |;randeur^ variety , ;ua4 magnificence of thb 
appearai^ic^ is above all defcription. The plaio^ 
feventy-fivo miles loiog^ and forty*two tuites 
broadj» w^ch lies Ipetwixt the Sf^ant^ the 
JDoimpfia^^ the wefteirn paiTt of the QdenfU^idc^ 
ajad our hiUSj^ was oy^rfpread with large ftreaks 
of lights which contrafted in the ftro^atg^ man-. 
Jiier with the thickne& of the fliades. We be«' 
held the top of the Donnerjberg gilded over, 
whilA: deep darknefs brooded at his feet and all 
over the Rhine bene^jb.. We ourfelyes were 
in lights but the plains and villages beneath 
us were in a kind of hal£ darknefe, only broken 
by the refleftion of the light from our hills. 
The elevated parts of the immenfe plains, which 
lay bdfore us, broke through the darknefs with 
a cheerfalncfs, which, brought them half as near 
agun to us, and produced the mofl: agreeable 
4^tption, Now a fpire emerged from the 
jgloom, then the fummit of a hill covered with 
wopd> then a whole village with its trees 
feemed to fwim on the earth ; here lay a corn- 
field in light, by whjch it (eemed, if I may ule 

the 
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the expreffion^ as it were^ parted and raifed up 
horn die country round. The Maine, which 
lutkerto had appeared like a dark flripe of the 
profpeffc^ began likewife to be iHuminated widi 
filver ; and the Rhine was ibon brought nearer 
to our eyes in the fame manner. But I fed 
that I am attempting to defcribe a fcene above 
an defcription; and, fi^r the defcribing of 
which X have no talents. In brief, I have often 
Iben the fun rife, but never {o magniiicendy as 
^pon the AU-Konig. It is indeed mod likely 
Ast a man may go through many countries, 
without meeting with fo favourable a fpot as this 
is for iuch an objed* 



LETTER LXIIL 

Mentz^. 

TRAVELLERS, who do not care for 
the trouble of moving far from their head 
quarters, carry away no very favourable inw 
freffion of this town with them. The beft part 
of it is that in which there are hardly any innS;^ 
or any thoroughfares. The inn of the Three 
Crowns, which is far the beft in the place, and 
indeed an excellent one, is in the very worft 

fituatioo 
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Ikuation imaginable. From hence you maj^* 
wander over the greateft part of the town, with* 
out meeting with any thing but a heap of black 
houfes, many of which threaten to fall into the 
narrow ftreets. It was owing to thefe caufes thai 
1 had heard fuch very different accounts of thit 
town before I came into it ; fome defcribing^ &. 
as a fink, and others as one of the bed towns in 
Germany. A few days ago I met with a coun- 
tryman of ours, an avenfurier, who, finding his 
account in being here, like feveral other gen- 
tlemen of his clafs, would have flood me out 
that it was the only handfbme town in Germany* 
As the good gentleman had feen nothing but 
Cologne, Treves, and a part of Wcftphalia, the 
only anfwer that I could make him was, that 
Germany was very large. 

The northern part of the city, in which the 
archbifhop refides, is full of very regular build< 
ings. Here are three regular fbeets, called the 
Blercbetiy which run parallel to each other from 
the banks of the Rhine to 600 yards within 
the city, and are cut almoft regularly by very 
pretty crofs flxeets. The archbifhop's palace 
has a moft commanding view of thefe flreets^ 
the Rhine, and the Rhinegau. There are alfb 
Xomp good buildings in the old part of the city. 

The market of beafts is extremely well worth 

5 feeing; 
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leeing; and you here lihd doiere meet with odier 
si^rer^bie fpoci. The market ivt the middle of 
thetown^ diough not rqgohr^ is one of dv pctt> 
ticft pbices I have met with io Genann^* 
^ The cathodbil is w^ worthy iuxicil It k 
ia munenfe lat^ old Gothic buildiBg^ the 
l{>iie of which wjtt ftnkk with hghtning fereiK* 
teen years ^gb, and intirdly htid in aflie& As k 
iva$ made of a fored: of wood^ k burned four^ 
teea houcs bdfoce it waa iodrety confibiiaed. To 
prefenc theCe accidents for the fiitiore, the chap* 
Mr had the pcefent one built to the fame hei^tr 
in ftone^ an widertakibg which cofl! them fany: 
iboufrad guilden, or' four thodaiid pounds 
It js a great pity that it is overloaded wkbimall 
ornaments, and a ftiU greater, that this wonderftd 
edifice is fo choaked up- with fhops and hoides; 
as to be haixfly more ditan half viirble, As^^how- 
^er, houfes and fhops are very deariQ. this pam 
of the town, one cannot be very angry with the 
ehapter for chufing rather to make die moA of its 
ground, than tofhew off die church m die befl: 
advantage* The rent of a (hop and a fixt^ercKxa 
to live in is one hundred and fifty guilders^ or fif- 
teen pounds per annum in this part of the town. 
You will hardly find another church in> Ger-* 
many <rf the height and length of this cxdiednU. 
Theinfide of it is decorated with fevcral magnifi* 
z cent 



rsAVSLf rEtcman otHKAwi. ao§ 

cent monnotients of princes and ether gteat 

peifoiuigcs« Aaiongjft the seft, I admired tbiS 

monumeot of a prelate beiong^ig to thi& cache* 

dial, whofe name was Dahlberg. It was made 

by die fiatuary Mdchiar, whom I moMioned t» 

you in my h& letttr. The prekte^ as lacgp as 

(he life^ is l^^ng on a coffin, upon which dieieii 

a pjfzamid, which a Trinity is canying inoo die 

clouds* The work is very fine, but it would have; 

been mucb finer if the fculptor bad beenfufibred 

10 fbUow hi& c\m ideas* There is likevnfe a fine 

piac^i^ftatuary in the upper dioir ; it reprdemi 

a count of Lamberg, who commanded the kn^ 

perial troops, which drove our forces out of the 

territory c^ Mentz at the be^ning of tlus cen« 

tury, ttnd was killed by the fide of an eleftcnr pala-^ 

tine, during die a(9:ion, by a mufket bait*— he i& 

lifting op the top of his cofiin with his right hand^ 

tmi holds the commonder^s ftaff with his left : 

this has an exceeding good efiedk. Thischm-ch 

eonnniis feveral other monumem well woreh 

feeing. The Treafury is very fuperioc to diat 

of Doefdttn, i^diich has been fb much fpcdten of. 

fiefidcs die cadiedral, the city of Mentz con- 

tains ieveral od^er churches in the modem ftyle, 

Vfsryr weltwcBxh feexng. Sc* Peter's, and the 

Jefezk^i chucdi^ tibough bodi too miidi loaded 

mth oraaaient, ate ainpn^ dm number. The 

church 
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church of the Auguftines^ of which the inhabi-». 
taots of Mentz are fo proud^ is a txiafier-piece of 
bad tafte ; but that of I^natius^ though little is 
iaid about it^ would be a model of the antique, 
if here likewife there had not been too much 
ornament lavifhed. Upon the whole, the pa- 
laces of the noblefie want that nc^le fimplicity, 
which alone conftitutes true beauty and mag- 
nificence. 

In another century [the extcmab of the city 
will be quite changed. The late prince built a 
ffcsiZ deal, and the prefent has a tafte for the 

• iam'e fort of expence. The monks and gover* 

• nors of hofpitals alfo have been forced to rebuild 
their houfes ; fo that when a few more ftreets 
are made broader and ftraighter, the whok will 
have no bad appearance. The inhabitants, 
who, together with the garriion, amount to 
thirty thoufand, are a good kind of people, whoj 
like all the catholics of Germany, make great 
account of a good table. Their faces are in- 
terefting, and they are not deficient either in 
wit or activity. In a few generations more their 
minds will be as cultivated as thofe of their pro- 
teftant brethren, as the government has diitin- 
guifhed itfelf, for the fixteen or eighteen years 
paft, by excellent eftablifhments for education. 
As things now are, there is no catholic ftate m 

Germany^ 
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Germany which contains fo many deep thinking, 
and truly learned men as this does. Under the 
laft government the liberty both of thinking and 
writing was carried almoft as far as it could go : 
and though various confiderations^ fuch as con- 
nexions with the late emprefs, apprehenfions of 
the priefthood, femily motives, and other caufes, 
have made it fbmewhat lefs in the prefent times ; 
ffiH however philofophy makes its way. In tht 
inean time conviftion is not wanting, and the 
theory is as perfeft as can be defired. The 
jtrchbilhop himfelf, like his brother the bifhop 
of Wurtzbuig, is a man whom the knowledge of 
men and things have raifed to the pofleffion of 
many great places : they were his merits alone 
that engaged the emperor to recommend him 
upon the vacancy of this fee. You meet with 
very weU-informed men amongft his counfellors 
and minifters, one of whom is equal to the talk 
of governing a much greater country than the 
eleftorate of Mentz. 

It was probably out of rcfpeft for the im- 
perial court, at vyhich the archbilhop was fomp 
time minifter of Mentz, that he introduced fe- 
veral innovations here not a little detrimental 
to the welfare of the ftatc He is one of the 
great imitators of the emprefs's eftablifliments 
for the prefervation of chaftity. He has alfo 

eftabliihed 
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cftibliihed it as a mastim in his cdnGSkatj^ Id 
compel the man who has fedtited a Wctonaii to 
marry her^ in order to prerent tlie bad eonfe-^ 
q^icnces of whoredom affd fomicatioii. Pity 

s _ 

that the enlightened prelate doe^ not iee the 
bad consequences whkh nnift arife from fueh 
aflbciaoons* They Jbewed me yoo^ men 
here^ who had become hulbafids in dtif w^< 
A lofi of aU true love and fidelity^ ^' tm-f 
firiitfulaeft of the marris^e bed> a^kefy> md 
the moft fcandalous corru]^tiOB$ of every kindi 
muft enfue from fuch regtlation$4 Formerly 
the fame laws were eftabli&ed ^t Naples ; btK 
experience fbon taught that wife kgiflaturei 
that they were detrimental ; and the whores 
were left to their fate. The emperor has like-r 
wiic repealed them at Vienna ^ nor will it be 
long before all the world is convinced that 
every phyfieal interpofition in matters of bare 
morality muft be prejudicial. It is faid^ indeed^ 
that laws of this kind prevent the murder of 
baftard children; but thofe who argue tbxis 
do not confider that the coolnefs they introduce 
between the mairied pairs, and the other difof- 
ders they give rife to, occafion murders by the 
dozens. It is indeed too cruel to make the 
whole happinefs of a young man's life depend 

iipon the fedudion of an hour. 

. . ..* « 
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There are few ciues in Germany^ befides Yi* 
enna, which contain fo rich and numerous a no- 
bility as this does : there are fome houfes here, 
which have eftates of one hundred thoufand 
guilders^ or ten thoufand pounds a year. The 
Counts of BaiTenheim, Schonborn, Stadion, In-> 
gelheim, Elz^ Ofleinj and Walderdorf^ and the 
LiOrds of Dahlberg^ Breitenbachj with fome 
otherSj have incomes of from thirty to one 
hundred thoufand guilders. Sixteen or eighteen 
houfes have from fifteen to thirty thoufand 
guildersj annual revenue. The nobility of this 
place are fome of the oldeft and mod untainted 
in Germany. The fat canonries^ and the hopes 
of fome time or other producing an eleftor^ 
make them fb careful to preferve thcmfelves 
purCi How profitable it is for a family to fee 
one of its branches on the archiepifcopal throne^ 
you may gather from hence. The late eleftor, 
who was not the beft oeconomift in the world, 
and had but litde Nepptifm about him, con- 
trived to leave his family nine hundred thou- 
fand guilders, of which, however, they have 
only the enjoyment, as it returns to the States 
after their death. His anceflor, a Lord of 
Oitein, left behind him four millions of Rheniih 
guilders. 

VOL. iiu P There 
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There are, iimongft the AobiUty of this place, 
many perfons of extraordinary t^ttity who join 
fincommon knotrlcdgc to all the detitft of 
aSive life._ Upbn die ^hole, they are far ftipe- 
rior to the greater part of the German nobility* 
Their education, however, is ftifl too ffiflT. 
The firft minifter of tht court was reftifed ad- 
mittance into their affemMies, for not being 
fufficiently noble ,• and they think they degrade 
themfelves by keeping company with botn-gcois. 
They all fpeak a miferablc French jargon, and 
are aihamed of their nnother-tohgue i fo that 
of courfe they know nothing of the literature 
of their own country y though extremely conver- 
fant in every trifle which COmes^ from pur 
prefleSi. Their tables, drefles, and equipages, 
are all in the high Farifian ton; but if the 
poor barons did but know what wretched figures 
they cut at Paris, and how poor an opinion is 
entertained of them there, notwithftanding the 
compliments they are loaded with for the lake 
of the louis-d'ors, they would wilh the dreffes 
and equips^es, a la Pariftenney at the Devil. 
Some few of them. Indeed, as the Lord of 
Dahlberg, the Stadtholdcr of Erfurth, Baroit 
Grofchlag, Baron van der Leyen, and k few 
more, have brought fomething home fronn 
i>aris, befides the patois of our fiih-women. 
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mad die cut of our dotfaes ; but the number 
4)f thefe improved men 4« too fmall upon the 
whole not to ntake it advifeable to prevent the 
'prefent nobility from coimng into our country^ 
where, tor the moft part, ihey only expofe their 
native land, and leave their healths and for- 
tunes behind them. I am acquainted with 
{qme young mtn of ^ihion, who, from being 
-bred at home, are conftant fubjefts of deiifion 
to tibe foreign educated nobility, by whom they 
^re tceated as cockneys s but they remain in 
pofleflion q[ their plump and red cheeks ; and 
ithough they may not figure in a circle, or make a 
^;ood bow, or ftand upon one leg, they have good 
Xound underfkandings, and know how to have a 
.proper regard for the peafant and mechanic* 
The apparent contrail betwixt thefe perfons 
and the barons is a ilronger argument againft 
the modern education, than any other I could 
make ufe of. 

The clergy of this place are the richeft in 
Geniutny . A canonry brings in three thouland 
five hundred Rhenilh guilders in a moderate 
yea^r. The canonry of the provoft is, without 
comparifon, the richeft in Germany : it brings 
him in forty thoufand guilders a-ycar. Each of 
the deanries is worth two thoufand fix hundred, 
guilders. Theincome of the chapter alltoge* 
.thcr amounts, to three hundred thoufand guil- 

p 2 ders. 
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dcrs. Though it is forbidden by the canons cf 
the church for any one to have more than a 
fingle prebendj there is not an eccleliaftic in 
this place but what has three or four ; fo that 
there is hardly a man amongft them, who has not 
at leaft eight thotifand guilders a-year. The 
lafl; provofl;> a count of Elts, bad prebenck 
enough to procure him an income of feventy- 
five thoufand guilders. Exclufive of the cathe- 
dral, there are fevtral other choirs, inwluch the 
canonries bring in from twelve to fifteen hun- 
dred guilders a-year# To give you an idea of 
the riches of the monafteries of this place, I wiH 
only tell you, that at the deftruftion of the 
Jefuits, their wine, which was reckoned to fell 
extremely cheap, produced one hundred and 
twenty thoufand rix dollars. A little while ago, 
the eledor aboliflied one Carthufian convent, 
and two nunneries, in the holy cellars of which 
there was found wine for at leaft five hundred 
thoufand rix dollars. 

Notwithftanding this great wealth, there is 
hot a more regular clergy in all Germany than 
that of this place. There is no diocefe, in 
which the regulations made by the council of 
Trent have been more ftridly adhered to, than 
they have here j the archbiftiops having made 
a particular point of it, both at the time of the 

reformation. 
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reformation, and ever fincc. One thing which 
greatly contributes to keep up difcipline is the 
not fufFering any prieft to remain in the coun-^ 
try, who has not fixed and ftated duties, and a 
revenue annexed to them. Moft of the irregu- 
larities in Bavaria, Auftria, and other countries, 
arife from Abb6s, who are obliged to fubfift by 
their daily induftry, and any mafles which they 
can pick up. Thefe creatures are entirely unknown 
here. The theological tenets of this court are alfo 
much purer than thofe of any other ecclefiaftical 
Prince in Germany. I was pleafed to fee the 
Bible in the hands of fo many coqimon people, 
efpecially in the country, I was told that the 
reading of it was not forbidden in any part of 
the diocefe, only perfons were enjoined not to 
read it through, without the advice of their conr 
feffors. For a long time fuperftition has been 
hunted through its utmoft recpffes ; ^nd thougU 
it is not quite poffible to get entirely clear of pil- 
grimages, and wonder-working images, you will 
meet with no prieft bold enough to exorcife, or 
to preach fuch nonfenft ^s we hear in the pul- 
pits of other German churches. It is lingular 
enough that Bellarmin's book on the Hierarchy 
was forbid by public proclamation, fq long as 
cighte^iji years ago. The late elecftor did a 

? 3 grc^ 
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great deal towaords the ckaniing of the Hcsily 
Sheepcote : but he fell under the Herculean k- 
hour ; which, however, the prefent elo^ot purfues,. 
though with fomewhat ^ .more modijratc zeal. 
The former was terrible to the monks^ but his 
attention to them rendered him a little too' 
carelefs of the lecular priefts, who under his ad-, 
miniftration rather p^d the bounds of a de^ 
cent liberty, and affumed too gallant an air* 
What think you, for inftancp, of a prieft ap- 
pealing in his public ledtures.to Voltaire on 
Toleration, and other fuch books ? or of fuch oxl^ 
thors as Bayle, and Hehretius, being conunon 
in the hands of fludents in logic f arid this^ 
which made it jQngularly ridiculous, at a tima 
when the jefuits were ftill difputing with all their 
eagerriefs on the infallibility of the Pope, and 
the inimaculate conception of the Virgin Mary ? 
The prefent eleftpr extends his fatherly care tq 
the regulars, as well p the feculars, and ha^ 
brought them to a regularity, which does him- 
felf, as well as them, great honour^ 

It is impoffible to give you an idea of the ve* 
nerati'on in which the late prelate is defervedly 
held. From the conviftion that without a gopd 
education, all projefts of improvement and 

alteration are only palliatives, whi^h do not touch 

th« 



r 



TIIAV«» THilQUGfir CiEHMAl^V. Zli 

the main fore ; diis archbijfhop gave 30^00^ 
guilders a year out of his own privy purfc to- 
wards the ereftion of fchools and other foun- 
dations for the education of youth. The pre- 
fent archb^op, who found the foundation of 
fchools for the common people laid to hi? 
hands, continues to build uppn it with fome 
deviation from the cdd plan ; but he dircfts his 
chief attention to the improvement of the edu- 
catioji of the higher orders, and the extention 
of arts and fciences* With this view he has 
given the ground, on which the three monafte- 
ries which he has pulled down ftood, to the 
Univerfity, which by this means has raifed it$ 
heretofore rather finall income to 100,000 
guilders. As this prelate is entirely free froiH 
any temptation to Nepotifm, he has it in his 
power to do mor;p for the mufes than any other 
German Prince* 

The anecdote related in Mr. Pilati's travels 
of a Swifs officer, who could find no inns tQ 
receive his fervants on account of their rpligjon^ 
does not accord with the fpirit which at prefentj 
at leaft, generally obtains here- I was in feve- 
ral inns, the maftefs of which, when once they 
knew that I was a proteftant, offered me meat 
of their own accord. It is probable tiut the of- 
£cer had not made the grand tour of all the 

f 4 inns ; 
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inns ; for things are here much as they are in 
other places : in one ftreet they read legends^ 
and in another, converfe with Locke and 
Newton. Whoever attempts to judge of Paris 
by the inhabitants of the Porcheron; or of 
Berli^^ from diofe whp had well nigh raifed a 
rebellion on account of a pfalm book; or of 
Hamburgh, from the carrot women headed by 
Paflor Gofle ; will be fure to be miftaken. 

Though the trade of this place has been con- 
ftandy on the encreafe fpr thefe eighteen or 
twenty years paft, yet it is by no means what it 
ought to be, from the fituation, apd other ad- 
vantages. The perfons here, who call them- 
felves merchants, and who make any conli- 
fierable figure, are in fad only brokers, who 
procure their livelihood at |:he expence of 
the coujitfy or territory round, or who ad for 
the merchants of Franckfort. You willjudg^ 
pf the wretched ftate things are m, when I affurc 
you, that ^tis difficult to procure a bill of ex^ 
change of thirty thoufand guilders. A few 
toy-fliops, five or fix druggifts, and four or five 
manufafturers of tobacco, arp all that can poffi- 
bly be called traders, There h not a banker 
in the whole town ; and yet this country enjoys 
the ftaple privilege, and commands, by means 
pf tl^elVlf^yne, Necker, apd Rhine, all the ex- 
ports 
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ports and imports of Alfatia^ tlie Palatinate^ 
Franconia, and a part of Suabia and Heffe, as 
far as the Netherlands. The port too is con* 
ftantly filled with ftiips, but few of them con-p 
itain any merchandize belonging to the inhabi- 
tants of the place. Religious principles are the 
true caufe of this evil. ' When the Huguenots 
were driven out of France, a great number of 
them were defirous of fettling here. They of- 
fered the Eleftor to build a city juft above 
Mentz, (at the conflux of the Rhine and Maync, 
between Caflel and Coftheim,) to fortify it 
at their own expence ; to keep a confbmt gar- 
rifbn there, and, befides all this, to pay a large 
annual fym to the ftate, provided only they 
plight be allowed the freedom of their religion, 
^nd a participation of the rights of the citizens 
of Meiitz. The archbifliop of that time did nop 
chufe that herefy fliould build her neft fo near 
him ; but ,the 1^ has often been heard to ex- 
prefs a wifh that a fimilar offer were to be made 
to him ; arid the prefent wquld moft joyfully 
comply with it. But fuch opportunities are but 
feldom found ; and the times in which it was 
cuftomary to drive put Huguenots are gone by^ 
The pride and ei^travagance of the nobility 
jire ^nothpr hindrance to trade. They and the 
tccl9fifiiftics afe poiTeffed of the largeft capitals, 

whicl^ 



21 8 TRAVELS THROUOB GERMANT. 

which arc entirely employed in the inter*' 
nal confiimption. Whilft the merchant of 
Franckfort has a place amongfl the magifbrates 
of his country ; thofe of this place m«et only 
with the profoiindeft contempt from the gentry, 
who will not fufFer them to aflbciate with them. 
Inflead of catching as they do aU the little airs of 
the London and Parifian noblefle, they would do 
much better to learn of them the art of dou- 
bling their revenues by commercial induftry. 

I have already told you that the faces of the 
inhabitants of this city and the country round it 
are intcfrefting. The pcafents are befides very 
ftrongly built, and are diftinguilhable, by their 
ruddy frefli complexions, from the inhabitants 
of Bavaria, and the northern parts of Germany^ 
who generally have very fallow complexions ; but 
I was not pleafed with the fet of the bones any 
where along the Mayne, or even in part of 
Heflc. Thofe of the inhabitants of this coun- 
try arc particularly difpleafing. The knees ar^ 
all either bent in like a taylo/s, or ftand out 
ftraight like a ftick. You hardly ever meet 
with a clever well-limbed perfon. This is 
owing to the fenfelefs and abfurd fafhion, 
which ftill prevails here, of fv/addling cloaths. 
I could not but be extremely angry with the 
mothers, who <irefred up their children th^s^ 

like 
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tike pieces of ^GdAf and fuffered them to lay ia 
(bis tmftatural pofture all day long. Thorc 
tannot be a dovht but this confbraint mufl: have 
its cfFeft on the foul, which in the fiift years it 
fo clofely united to the body. You mv& not 
expeft to meet here with any of the Germans 
defcribed by Tacitus : black and brown hair is 
jtiuch more common than white. The inha- 
bitants (^ the neighbouring country of Darm- 
ftadt more nearly refemble the old inhabitants. 
An attentive obferver eafily difcovers by the 
External appearance of the inhabitants, what na- 
tives of Germany have had ftrangers mixt a- 
mongft them, and ivhat countries have been en- 
tirely occupied by foreign colonies. No doubt 
but that the black and brown hair of the inhabi- 
tants of this place is derived from the Romans, 
^ho had a ftation here. 



m 



LETTER LXIV. 

Mentz. 

AFTER the Pope, there is no doubt but 
the archbifhop of this place is the moft 
confiderable and richeft prelate in the Chriftian 

Xvprld. The fee is indebted for its inaeafe of 

riches 

S 
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riches to St. Boniface^ who may be called^ with 
great juftice, the apofUe of the Germans. It 
was this man, an Engliihman by birth, who in the 
time of Charlemagne, baptifed Witikind, and 
the other brave Saxons, who had fo long refift- 
cd baptifnj with their fwords, and fpread the 
empire of the vicar of Jefus Chrift as far as the 
northern and eaftern ftas. He it was who intro- 
duced the Roman liturgy into Germany, and made 
t}ie favage inhabitants abftain from eating horfe's 
flelh. But he raifed the papal power to a higher 
pitch than it had been raifed in any other country iu 
Chriftendom. According to th^ teftimony of 
Aventinus, feveral biftiops reproached Boniface 
with having diminifhed their dignity, by the new 
oath of homage he introduced, and with having 
introduced fuperftition and irreligjion in com^ 
pany with the fplendid ceremonies of the Romiflx 
jchurch. But whoever confiders the ftateofthe 
Saxons ^t that time, will fee that the enforc-' 
ing the papal fupremacy was the only efficacious 
means that could be made iif^ of fpr raifing ^ 
laity, and a clergy if poflible ftill more barbaroua 
than they (as they could literally neither write 
nor read), from th^ir favage flumbers. Had it 
been only the connqding together the German 
ecclefiaftics, by means of the papal Hierar- 
chy, . and the bringing them acquainted 

I witlx 
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with other European nations ; this alone would 
have been a fignal fervice done them. Be 
this however as it may, the vicar of Chrifl: re* 
paid the fervices of his apoftles with overflowing 
xneafure. All the new-founded biftiopricks in 
the north of Germany were made fubjeft to the 
fee of Mentz, which Boniface had chofen for his 
refidence. 

The provinces, the moft confiderable in 
the whole papal dominions, all Swabia, Franco* 
nia, Bohemia, and almoft all Saxony, with a part 
of Switzerland, Bavaria, and the upper Rhine, 
belong to this diocefe. Though the reformation, 
and revenge of the kings of Bohemia, have leflened 
it one third, it flill contains the archbifhoprick 
of Sprengel and eleven bifhopricks, mofl: of 
which are the moft confiderable in Germany, 
as Wurzburg, Paderborn Hildefheim Augf- 
bourg, &c. 

It could not fail but that as the vicar of 
Jefus Chrift extencje^ his jurifdidlion to tem- 
poral affairs, his ambafladors (for fo Boniface 
called himfelf, and fo the council of Trent 
calls all biftiops) ihould likewife make their for- 
tune in the matters of this world, a thing the more 
likely to happen, as the ecclefiaftics of that time 
were evidently fuperior to the laity in fcience, 
and alio the greateft politicians of their day. 

Spiritu^il 
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Spkitual and temporal affairs were indeed Co 
interwoven, that the mod eminent Gemian bi- 
fliop would of courfe be the moft powerful elec- 
tor. The fame thing happened in Britain, 
Poland, and in other countries, in which the 
conftitutions were all ariftocraticaL The land- 
graves of Heffe, the Palatines, nay even tlie em- 
peror himfelf thought . it no dilgrace to pay 
allegiance to the archbiftiop of Mcntz, When 
the building of the papal monarchy was com- 
pleted by Gregory the VII • the archbifhops of 
Mentz became, powerful enough to be at the 
head of the empire.' In the 13th and 14th cen- 
turies, they were fo eminent, as ' to be able to 
make emperors without any foreign afEftance; 
and it was to one of them that the houfe of 
Hapfburg was indebted for its firft elevation. 

Since the boundaries of the two powers have 
been more accurately afcertained, and the tem- 
poral has fo much got the better of the fpiritual, 
the power and influence of the archbifhops of 
this place have of courfe been much reduced; 
ftill, however, they are pofTefTed of very im- 
portant prerogatives, which they might exert 
'With niuch more efficacy than they do, were it 
jnot that various circumftances have rendered 
them too dependant on the emperors^ They 
.are ftill the fpeakers in the Electoral College, 

have 
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tiave the appointment of the diets under the 
emperors, tod may order a re-examination of 
the proceedings ofthe imperial courts. Thefehigh 
privileges are, however, too much fubjcft to the 
controul ofthe houie of Auitria ; nor are their fpiri- 
tual powers any longer what they once were. Their 
fuffi'agan biihops have taken it into their heads 
that all bifliops are alike as to power, and that the 
Kkk of ^rchbiihop only intities its pofleflbr to 
the firft place amongft brothers who are equal; 
it is true indeed that now and then appeals 
we received from the confiftory of fome fuiFra- 
gans to that of our vicar general, but they gene- 
rally end in a further appeal to Rome; and 
the metropolitan dignity comirionly lofcs as 
much by them as it gets. 

The temporals, however, which are ftill an- 
nexed to this chair, make him who fits in it rich 
amends for tlie diminution of his fpiritual and 
political fplendour. Though he does not ab- 
folutely poflefs the largeft, yet he certainly has 
the richeft and moll peopled domain of any 
ccclefiaftical potentate in Germany. The country, 
it istrue, does not contain more than 125 German 
miles fquare; whereas the archbilhoprick of Saltsi- 
burg contains 240 ; but then Saltzburg has only 
250,0 ooinhabitants; whereas Mentzhas3 20,000- 
The natural riches of the territory of Mentz, 

and 
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and its advantageous fituation, make afulgeft of 
Mentz much richer than one of Saltzburg> the 
greateft part of which is only inhabited by herdf^ 
men. In the territory of Mentz there are 40 
cities ; in tliat of Saltzburg only feven* 

The tax on veffels which go down the Rhine 
of itfelf produces 60,000 guilders, or 6000L a 
year, which is nearly as mUch as all tlie mines 
of Saltzburg put together, excepting only the 
lalt mine at Halle. The tax on wine, here and 
in the country round, produces the court above 
100,000 guilders, or io,oool. a year, in which 
fum we do not reckon the cuftoms of the 
countries which lye at a greater dilance. Upon 
the whole> the income of the prefent archbilhop 
may be valued at 1,700,000 guilders, or 1 70,000!. 
At leaft I know for a certainty, that in the laft years 
of the late archbifliop, they brought in i ,8oo,ooa 
guilders; and though the prefent elector gave up 
to his fubjefts two out of 1 5 or 16 poll taxes, 
which they were bound to pay ; thefe do not 
amount to above 100,600 guilders; and he has 
much improved feveral other fources of revenue. 
If the lands of the eledor lay altogether, they 
would produce a fufficiency of corn and all the 
prune neceflaries of life; but as feveral parts of 
them lye wide aQinder, the people are compelled 
to purchafe a great deal from foreigners. The 

capital 
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tapital itfelf, as well as the adjacent Rhinegau 
depends on the Palatinate for its corn, notwith- 
ftanding the great abundance of that and every 
other fpecies of grain in its own poffeffions in the 
Wetterau. The nobleft produftion of the elec- 
tor's territory on the Rhine is the wine, which is 
ahnoft the only true Rheniih, Connoifleurs, in- 
deed, allow the wines of Neirftein, Bacharach, 
and a very few other places out of this country 
to be true Rhenifli. But they do not give this 
name to the wines of the Palatinate, of Bardon, 
and of Alfatia. 

There is a great deal of wine made in the 
countries which lie on the fouth and weft of 
the Rhine, at Laubenheim, Bodenheim, Bu- 
deflieim, and Bingen; but the true Rhe- 
nilh, that which infpires fo many who are and 
fo many who are not poets, comes only from the 
RJiinegau, which lies on the northern banks 
of the Rhine, 

A few days ago, I went with a company from 
this place on a party of pleafure to the Rhine- 
gau, and was-prefent at one of the prettieft vil- 
lage feftivities I have ever beheld. Our veffel 
had a much better appearance than the common 
fmacks you meet with in Germany, and was very 
like a fmall Dutch boat. As foon as we had 
pafied the winding which the proud Rhine 

VOL. III. Q^ makes 
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makes to the wcftward, about thcee mUes belov? 
Mentz, we had a profped before us, which is feU 
dom beheld in any country except Switzerland* 
The Rhine grows aAoniftiingjiy wide, ai>d foirna* 
a kind of fea, near a mi}e broad, in which y w 
fee feveral well wooded litde iflands at your 
right. The Rhinegau forms an amphitheatre, 
the beauties of which are beyond all defcription# 
At Walluf, the very high hills come nearly 
down to the river fide; from, thence they recede 
again into the country, forming a kind of half 
circle, the other end of which is fifteen miles off 
at Rudefheim on the banks of the Rhine. The 
banks of the river, the hills which form the cir- 
cles, and the Hopes of the great mount;ain, arc 
thick fown with villages and hamlets. The 
white appearance of the buildings, and the fine 
blue flated roofs of the houfes playing amidft: 
the various green of the landfcape, have an 
admirable effcft. In the fpace of every 
mile as you fail down the river, you meet 
with a village which in any other place would. 
pafs for a town. Many <rf the villages 
contain from three to four hundred feunilies ; 
and there are thirty-fix of them in a fpace of 
'fiftejcn miles long, and fix miles broad, wJiich 
is the width of this beautiful amphitheatre. The 
declivities of all the hills and mountains arC; 
planted thick with vineyards and fruit trees, aad 
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the thick wooded tops of the hills caft a gloomy 
horror over the othcrwife cheerful landfcape. 
Every now and then, a row of rugged hills run 
direftly down to the ftiore, and domineer majef- 
tically over the leffer hills under them. On one 
of thefe great mountains, juft about the middle 
of the Rhinegau you meet with Jobannis^Bergy a 
village,, which produces fome of the beft Rhenifh. 
Before tjiis village is a pretty little rifing, and near 
the banks of the river, there is a very fine old 
caftle, which gives unfpeakable majefty to the 
whole landfcape. Indeed, in every village, you 
meet with fome or oAer large building, which 
contributes very much to the decoration of the 
whole. 

This country is indebted for its riches to this 
femicircular hill, which proted:s it from the cold 
winds of the eafl and north, at the fame time 
that it leaves room enough for the fun to exercife 
his benign influences. The groves and higher 
Hopes of the hills make excellent pafhires, and 
produce large quantities of dung, which, in a 
country of this fort, is of ineflimable value. 

The bank of the Rhine, oppofite to the Rhine- 
gau, is exceedingly barren, and heightens the 
beauty of the profpeft on the other lide, by the 
contrail it exhibits ; on this fide, you hardly meet 
above three or four villages, and thefeare far diflanc 

0^ % from 
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from each other. The great interval between them 
is occupied by heaths and meadows, only here and 
there a thick bu(h affords fome (hade, and a few 
corn fields among the villages enliven the gloomy 
landfcape. The back ground of this country is 
the moft pifturefque part of it. It is formed by 
a narrow gullet of mountains, which diminifh 
in perfpeftive between Rudefheim and Bingen. 
Perpendicular mountains and rocks hang over 
the Rhine in this place, and feem to make it the 
dominion of eternal night. At a diftance, the 
Rhine feems to come out of this landfcape, 
through a hole under ground; and it appears to run 
tedioufly, in order to enjoy its courfe through a 
pleafant country the longer. Amidft the dark- 
nefs which covers this back ground, the cele- 
brated Moufe tower feems to fwim upon the river. 
In a word, there is not any thing in this whole 
traft, that does not contribute fomething to the 
beauty and magnificence of the whole ; or if I 
may be permitted the exprcflion, to make the 
paradife more welcome. As you fail along the 
Rhine, between Mentz and Bingen, the banks 
of the river form an oval amphitheatre, which 
makes one of the richeft and moft pifturefque 
landfcapes to be feen in Europe. 

The night was far advanced when we came to 
Geyfcnheim : before we landed, we had another 

profpedt 
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prolpedt not often feen ; we could difcover al- 
moft the whole coaft of the Rhinegau, which 
appeared one continued row of cities ; the lights 
in the feveral villages made them look like a 
great illuminated city, and the refledtion on the 
glafly Rhine was extremely beautiful, 

The day after our arrival we went to Rude- 
(heim, where we had been invited by an eccle- 
fiaftic of Mentz. We foimd our hoft with a nu- 
merous company, fome of whom were proteft- 
ants. After dinner he carried us in proceffion to 
his great faloon, from whence we had a moft fu- 
perb view of the here very wide Rliine, and the 
village of Bingen. The whole of the preparations 
fecmed to announce a fplendid feftival, the na- 
ture and character of which appeared a riddle to 
me. On a fudden the doors of the faloon were 
opened, and there came forth in feftive order a 
band of muficians, followed by two pretty girls, 
well dreffed, who brought in a large bunch of 
grapes, on a table covered with a fine cloth. 
The fides" of the table were ornamented with 
flowers. They put the bunch of grapes in the 
middle of the faloon, on a kind of throne which 
was raifed on a table ; and I now difcovered that 
' our hoft was celebrating the feflival of the fipft 
ripe bunch of grapes in his vineyard ; a cuftom, 
it fccms, moft religioufly obferved by all the rich 
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inhabitants of this country. This fcaft was the 
more acceptable, as it happened that the grapes 
had this year ripened uncommonly late. After 
the altar of Bacchus was eredted, our hoft made 
a ftiort, but excellent fpeech, fuitcd to the nature 
of the feftivity ; and then we danced. round the 
grape. Never in my life, brother, have I danced 
with fuch pleafure as I did here. The remem- 
brance of thefe joyous moments ftill poflefles and 
tranfports me. Were I to form a commonwealth, 
feftivals of this fort ftiould be the only ones feen 
in it. Can there, indeed, be a more facred or 
more refpeftable holiday, than that in which we 
joyfully thank the Creator for the benefits he has 
beftowed upon us ? Nor was our pleafure di- 
miniihed by this not turning out the only ripe 
bunch of grapes in the vineyard of our hoft ; for 
though on a nearer inveftigation we found more, 
we contended fof the honour of the grape round 
which we had danced and fung, with more heat 
than if it had been an oriental pearl of the fame 
iize. 

Rudefheim is a' rich village, which contains 
about 2500 inhabitants. The wine of this place 
is looked upon as without comparifon the beft of 
th^ Rhinegau, and confequently of all Germany. 
I found it much more fiery than that of Hoch-i 
hcim ; but for pleafantndfs of tafte, there is na 

com^ 
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tomparifon betwixt them. The beft Rudeftieim, 
like the beft Hochheimer, fells upon the fpot for 
three guilders the bottle, -You can have no to- 
lerable wine here for one guilder, nor any very 
good for two ; at leaft I ftiould prefer the worft 
Burgundy I ever tafted to any Rudeftieimer I 
met with either here or at Mentz, for thefe 
prices. Indeed, the wine of our fpiritual hoft was 
far better than any we could get at the inn. It 
ftands to reafon, that the fame vintage furnifhes 
grapes of Tery different degrees of goodnefs ; 
but befides this, it is in the Rhinegau as every 
where elfe. The beft wines are generally fent 
abroad by the poor and middling inhabitants, 
and the worft kept for internal confumption j 
for the expence of the carriage b^ing the fame iii 
both cafes, ftrangers had much rather pay a 
double price for the good than have the bad. It 
is only rich people, fuch as our hoft was, who 
can afford to keep the produce of their land for 
their own drinking. Upon this principle, I have 
eaten much better Swifs cheefes out of Switzer- 
land than in it, and have drank much better 
llhenifli in the inns of the northern parts of Ger- 
many, than in the country where the wine grows. 
The pofition of the country alfo contributes to 
render the wine dearer than it would otherwife 
be. As the beft wine grows in its more northern 

Q^ 4 parts. 
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parts, the cafy tranfport by the Rhine to Hol- 
land, and all parts of the world, raifes its price 
above its real value. 

The place where the flower of the Rudefheim 
wine grows is precifely the neck of the land, 
formed by the winding of the Rhine to the north, 
after it has run to the weftward from Mentz hi- 
ther. This neck, which is a rock almoft per- 
pendicular, enjoys the firfl: rays of the riling, 
and the laft of the fetting fun. It is divided into 
fmall low terraces, which are carried up to the 
utmoft top of the hill like fteep flairs ; thefe are 
guarded by fmall walls, and earthen mounds, 
which are often wafhed away by the rain. The 
firft vine was brought hither from France, and 
they ftill call the beft grape the Orleanois. They 
plant the vine flocks very low, fcarce ever more 
than four or five feet high. This way of planting 
the vine is favourable to the produftion of a great 
deal of wine, but not to its goodnefs, as the 
phlegmatic and harih part? of it would certainly, 
evaporate more, if the fap was refined through 
higher and more numerous canals. This is un- 
doubtedly the reafon why every kind of Rlienifh 
has fbmething in it that is harfh, four, and 
watery. TJie harvefl of the befl vineyards, 
which are the lower ones, in the above-mentioned 
jieck of land, is' often bought before-hand, at the 

advanced 
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advanced price of fome ducats, by Dutxii »aiid 
other merchants. It m\ifl be a very rich ftock to 
yield above four meafures of wine. You may 
eafily imagine, that the cvJtivation of vineyards 
muft be very expenfive in this country, as the 
dung, which is extremely dear, muft be carried 
iLip to the top, of the mountains on the pegfants 
fhoulders^ 

In our return through G^yfenheim, I vifitcd 
the magnificent palace of a Couiit of Oftein, the 
richeft gentleman in N^enjz, who ha§ laid out fe- 
veral millions he inherited frojn his coufin, a for- 
mer eleftor, in life annuities in the Dutch funds. 
The houfe, which is in the modern t^e, pleafed 
me much : but what dehghted me moft, was, 
the half French and. half Englifh garden. Bct 
hind Geyfenheim, the Count has ftruck out fome 
alleys through a wood, in which there are alfo 
fome wilderneffes. The great alley leads through 
a winding walk to the top of that rock at the 
foot of which the beft Rudeflieim wine grows* 
At the top of this rock the Count has built a ter- 
race, furrounded by a rail, commanding one of 
the fineft profpeds I have ever feen. You look 
down upon the vine hills cut into terraces, and 
fee the Rhine, which, rolling through the threat- 
ening hills which block it up, here begins tQ he 
f ncompaffed in deep night. This yi^w down to 

the 
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the river is moil terrific. The partly cov^ed 
and pairtly naked rocks^ which encompafs the ri-^ 
Ter, make you think it is forcing its way through 
a fobtenrancoiis cavern. The rock, on which you 
ftand, ftretches itfelf to the oppofite fliore, where 
another abrupt mountain Hands like an immenfe 
pillar. The meeting together of thefe two great 
mountains occafions a fall in the Rhine, the dead 
noiie of which has a wonderful eSeft in the land-* 
fcape. On the Rudefheimer fide, and near the 
fliore you look direftly down upon from the 
terrace, there has been a paflage cut through th6 
hard rocks, big enough for the largeft fhips to 
fail through ; this is called the Bingenloch. The 
rock, which occafions the fall of the Rhine, juts 
out wonderfully above the water in the midfl of 
the (bream, and forms an iiland partly naked and 
partly covered with briars, on which the cele- 
brated Mouft tower (lands. If you look up the 
Rhine, you have a view of die beft part of the 
fmiling Rhinegau, and the whole oppofite (here. 
Varied and beautiful as diis part of the pro(peft 
is, it is (till exceeded by what you fee on look- 
ing (Iraight before you from the terrace : you 
have here a view into a nairow gulph, through 
vhich the river Nahe, which fills its bottom^ 
c(»nmunicates with the Rhine. On the for? 
ground, where the Nahe joins widh the Rhine^ 

yw 
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you have, to the right, the well wooded coloflal 

m 

mountain, to which the Rudeflieimer rock joins 
itfelf under water. On the neck of land to the 
left, you have the city of Bingen at the foot of 
another mountain, the tops of which are crowned 
by an old caftle. The gullet itfelf, which is near 
two miles long, is wafte and dark ; only the red 
flate of a mountain in it has a Angular efFeft, 
when oppofed to the woods, which appear every 
where to the right, and to the mountains on the 
left, which are partly naked and mean, and 
partly planted with vineyards. In the middle of 
the gullet there is a ftone bridge over the Nahe, 
which ftill bears the name of Drufus's bridge, 
from Drufus Germanicus, its builder, and ex* 
tremely raifes the pidurefque view of the whole. 
At the end of the gullet ftands a mill, not lefs 
piifburefque than the bridge. Such is the fore 
ground; and the back ground is ftill more beau- 
tiful. The gullet, which contains the Nahe, is 
like a glafs, through which you look down upon 
the moft laughing landfcape. The clear light, 
the diftant blue of the hills and mountains, fome 
beautiftil villages, foft woods, and the vine hills 
around all thefe, indicate, that the country be* 
hind this black fluice is an open one, and moft 
richly ornamented : this is a profpeft the like to 
vhich I have nev^r yet fe^r^, 

The 
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The city of Bingen, which, together with the 
toll on the Rhine, worth about 30,000 guilders, 
belongs to the chapter of Mentz, is extremely 
beautiful, and contains about 4,500 inhabitants* 
A great part of the corn, which is carried into 
the Rhinegau from the neighbouring Palatinate,, 
comes through this place, which, on the other 
hand, fupplies the Palatinate with drugs, and 
various foreign commodities. This traffic alone 
would make the place very lively ; but befides 
this, it has very fruitful vineyards. The hill, at 
the foot of which it lies, and one fide of which is 
nude by the gullet, through which the Nahe runs 
into the Rhine, forms another fteep rock behind 
this gullet parallel to the Rhine, and the golden 
Rudefheimer mountain ; it therefore enjoys the 
fame fun as this does, which makes the Bude- 
jfheimer wine that grows on it litde inferior to 
the Rudefheimen 

After I l^ad enjoyed this uncommonly beau- 
tiful profpeft during a few days, I fpent a 
few more in the villages of the Rhinegau: 
here too I received ocular demonftration that 
the cultivators of vineyards are not the hap- 
piefl of men. The inhabitants of thefe regions 
are fome of them extremely rich, and fome ex- 
tremely poor ; the happy middle flate is not fpF 
countries, the chief produdt of which is wine ; 
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for befides, that the cultivation of the vineyard 
is infinitely more troublefome and expenfive than 
agriculture, it is fubjefted to revolutions, which 
in an inftant reduce the holder of land to the 
condition of a day-labourer. It is a great mif- 
fortune for this country, that though reftrained 
by law, the nobility are, through connivance of 
the eledtor, allowed to purchafe as much land 
as they pleafe. The peafant generally begins by 
running in debt for his vineyard ; fo that if it 
does not turn out well, he is reduced to day-la- 
bour, and the rich man extends his poffc/Sons, 
to the great detriment of the country. There are 
feveral peafants here, who having incomes of 
thirty, fifty, or a hundred thoufand guilders a year, 
have laid afide the peafant, and aflumed the wine 
merchant ; but fplendid as their fituation is, it 
does not compenfate, in the eyes of the humane 
man, for the fight of fo many poor people with 
which the villages fwarm. In order to render a 
country of this kind profperous, the ftate Ihould 
appropriate a fiind to the purpofe of maintaining 
the peafant in bad years, and giving him the 
alfiftance which his neceffities, and his want of 
ready money, may from time to time make con- 
venient. 

The inhabitants oftheRhinegau are a handfome 
and uncommonly flxong race of men. You fee 

at 
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at the very firft afpcft that their wine gives ihean 
meny hearts and found bodies. They have a great 
dealof natural wit, and a vivacity and jocofenefs, 
which diftinguifhes them very much from their 
neighbours. You need only compare them with 
ibme of theie, to be convinced that the drinker of 
wine excels the drinker of beer and water, both 
in body and mind, and that the inhabitant of the 
South is much ftouter than he who lives in the 
North ; for though the wine drinker may not 
have quite as much flefh as he who drinks only 
beer, he has better blood, and can bear much 
more work. Tacitus had already obferved this, 
in his treatife De moribus Germanorum, '^ The 
** large and corpulent bodies of the Germans 
•* (fays he) have a great appearance, but are not 
<* made to lall.*' At that time almoft all the Ger- 
mans drank only water; but the mere drinking 
of wine has effefted a revolution in feveral parts 
of Germany, which makes the prefent inhabitants 
of thefe countries very different from thofe de- 
fcribed by Tacitus. Black and brown hair is 
much commoner here than tlie white which 
made the Germans fo famous in old Rome. 

You will eafily imagine that the monks fare, 
particularly well in fo rich a country. We made 
a vifit to the prelate of Erbach. I cannot find 
adequate words tp difcover the poverty of this 

z cloiften 
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•cloifter. Thefe lordly monks^ for (o in every re- 
fpeit they are, have an excellent hunt, rooms 
magnificently furnifhed, billiard tables, half a 
dozen beautiful finging women, and a ftupen- 
dous wine cellar, the well ranged batteries of 
which made me (hudder. A monk, who favi 
my aftonifhment at the number of the cafks, 
affured me, that, without the benign influence 
which flowed from them, it would be totally 
impoflible for the cloifler to fubfift in fo damp a 
lituadon. 

I was not furprized at the hofpitality of thefe 
monks, as I had met with many fcenes of the 
kind before, nor do I envy thefe worldly fathers 
the good lot diey have met with on this earth ; 
but I am not quite fo well fadsfied with the pains 
which fome of them take to keep the people in 
ignorance and fuperftition. I was particularly 
difpleafed with the pilgrimage to a wood near 
Geyfenheim, where the capuchins work miracles 
in abundance. The very name of the place 
aflbrds room for fcandal and blafphemy. It is 
called the Need of God. According to the legend, 
u fmall wooden image of the Redeemer was, by 
the carelefTnefs or ignorance of a former, fhick 
iji the hollow of a tree, where it remained for a 
long time, crying out. Need of God ! Need of 

pod ! till at laft fome peafantt in the neighbour- 
hood 
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hood came and removed the caufe of die piteotfS 
cry. Since diis time it has performed number- 
lefs miracles, which it is poffible help the capu- 
chins out of their neceflities. 



LETTER LXV. 

.Mentz. 

NOtwithstakdino the great reduction, 
made by the archbifhop of this place of 
his civil lift, it ftill remains by much too immo- 
derate and expenfive. He has his minifters, his 
counfellors of ftate, and eighty or ninety privy 
coxmfcllors of various denominations. The ex- 
pence of this eftablifhment is very difpropor- 
tionate to the revenue of the ftate. This is ow- 
ing to the large number of poor nobility, who 
can only accept of employments of this kind* 
Ignorance of the true principles of government 
are the caufes of this evil. The confequence^ 
are, that a great number of perfbns, who might 
be ufefuUy employed, live in idlenefs. 

Even the military eftabliftiment of the country r 
appears to me more calculated for the purpofe of 
feeding a hungry nobility, than for real ufe. At 
the acceflion of the prefent eleftor, though the 
whole army only confifted of 2200 men, there 

were 
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Mrftre fix generals. The regular eftablifliment paid 
for and fvipported by die country is 8000 men ; 
but though there are only 2000 kept up, the 
money expended for their fupport, particularly 
that given to numberlefs ufelefs officers, might 
be made ufe of more for die benefit of the coun- 
try. The army of the archbilhop confifls of a 
German guard of 56 men and 25 horfes, a Swifs 
guard, a fquadron of huflars of 130 men, (the 
mod ufeful troops, as they purge the land of rob* 
bers and murderers), a corps of artillery of 104 
men, three regiments of infentry of 600 men 
each, and fome companies belonging to the 
armies of Franconia and the Upper Palatinate. 

Of the fortifications of Mentz, we may fay 
much the fame as of the army. Were they, in- 
deed, improved and kept up as they ought to 
be, they would vie with Luxemburg, and be 
the mqft powerful of all the barriers againfl 
France. It is true, that the nature of the ground 
does not allow of a regular plan ; but for fingie 
parts, I have feen no place of the fame capa- 
bilides, where greater advantages have been 
. taken of the ground for the eredtion of the fe vcral 
works. . The beauty, as well as fize of them, is 
indeed an. objeft of great wonder; but though 
the circle ol the Upper Rhine, and even the 
empire in general, has laid gut great fums oa 

VOL. Ill* R die 



242 TRAVELS THROUGH OfiRMAKT* 

the building thefe fortifications^ parts of 
them are not finiflied, and parts of them are 
ready to fell to pieces. Their extent, indeed, 
would require a great army to man. But this, 
as well as the maintaining and keeping them up, 
is evidently beyond the power of this court, or 
indeed of the whole circle of the Upper Rhine 
united* They are, therefore, aMb to be looked 
upon as one of the things, which ferve <nore for 
magnificence than real ufe. 

Whilft the greater courts of Germany are en- 
deavouring to Amplify their feveral fyflems as 
much as poiSible, and to intrioduce into their fe- 
veral adminifhations, a ffarong and efficaciotis 
fpirit of oBConomy ; the diffipation, pomp, and 
love of outfide (hew of the lefler ones, is beyond 
all bounds, and almdS: furpaffes all belief. Thefe 
courts very much refemble the expenfive puppet- 
fliew theatre of Prince Efterazi, which I de- 
fcribed to you in a former letter ; the orcheflxa 
is fine, the fcenes beautiful, and the poets and 
machinery deleftable ; but the afkors are only 
puppets, deficient in what conftitutes true great- 
nefs. Thefe petty princes want to make up for 
it, by fhining in little things, an afFedtation 
which would only deferve ridicule^ if it were nofi 
for the opprefiibn of the fubjcft. As things arc 
wraimflattced, it is much too ierious a siatterfoj? 
■2i ■ a fi'iend 
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a friend of human nature to make merrv with. 
This reproach, however, does not fo much 
affedt the prefent archbiftiop, who, as far as cir-i 
cumftanccs allow him, is perhaps the only prelate, 
who endeavours to render his court and ftate ex* 
pences more ufeftil than oftentatious, as it does 
the neighbouring Palatinate through which I 
took a fortnight's ramble* 

When I was at Munich, and faw there the 
ufelefs heap of court attendants, eunuchs, dan- 
cers, fingers, gardiens^ and generals, I placed a 
great part of them to the account of the laft elec- 
tor, and ixnagined the prefent had been unwil- 
ling to make any alterations^, not to render him- 
felf odious, which was the more to be avoided, 
asthcacquifition of Bavaria had made hiscircum- 
ftances very good ; but how furprized was J^ at 
my arrival at Manheim, to find the fame tafte for 
rnagnificence, pleafure,and idle expence. Would 
you believe, brother,, that the court of Manheim, 
the revenue of which is not above 3,200,000 
Rhenifti guilders, lays out 200,000 of them 
annually on its opera and mufic ? Would you be- 
lieve, that the keeping up the Schweffingen gar? 
dens, fcarce inferior to thofe of Verfailks, is an 
anntral expence of 40,000 ? and that the caftlea 
of Manheim and Schweffingen colt do,ooo guil- 

R z ders 
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dcrs a year ? that the hunt cofts 80,000, and the 
flables 100,000 guilders ? that this court has 
eleven regiments, with a general to each, which 
all together do not make above 5500 men ? not- 
withftanding the hosRs of the fervants of the 
court, who, at the time of the difpute between 
their mailer, the counts of Leinengen, and the 
city of Acliin, fpoke of 40,000 men to be fent 
againft the emperor, who threatened them with 
an excaition, and 15,000 more ready to march 
againft the city of Achin. I have already told 
you, when fpeaking g( Munich, that to make 
the puppet theatre complete, the two or three 
jQiips on the Rhine have a lord high admiral 
to them« 

. It is true, indeed, that the good elector is in 
a great meafure innocent of this exceflive waile. 
His fervants bring him in falfe eftimates of his 
gre&tnefs, and flatter \us weaknefs, in order to 
divide the plunder between themfelves. 

The Palatinate is called the paradife of Ger- 
many. You will judge of its fruitfolncfs, when 
I tell yon, that, 6xclufive of a great deal of wheat 
fold in the territories of Mentz and Treves, and 
exported into Switzerland, it fupplies France 
every year with 3000 combs of grain. A comb 
is a meafure of 1 7a pounds* • Befides com, they 
i^ound in wine and tobacco. But what gives 

the 
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iSbt greatsft idea of the profperity of the country, 
is a lift of the taxes, which was (hewed me by a' 
coUe&or. I do not believe there is a lingle ar- 
ticle, the air only which the people breathe ex- • 
cepced,. which is not to be found amongftdiem. 
Some contribution^ fuch as thole for the canai 
of Frankenthorn^ dams on the Rhine, &c. 
which ought naturally co have ceafed, when the- 
neceffities they were meant to ferve (if indeed 
fuch a ufelefs and fuperfluous canal can be called 
a neceffity) have been turned into perpetual im- 
pofts. The moft wonderful thing of adl, how- 
ever, for a politician, are the cuftoms of the Pa- 
latinate. Merely with a view of raifing thefe, 
the cuftom-houfes have been fo increafed, that' 
almofl: every place in the high r6ad has fome par- 
ticular cuiutom payable in it, and all the goods ^ 
which pafs through it are likewife taxable. 
Prejudical as this eftablifluncnt is, even to the 
internal police of the country, as in confequence. 
of it a village is often three times more re- 
mote from the dwelling-place of its bailiff, 
than it ought to be, if nature Jwd the good 
of the fubjeds were more confillted than the 
benefit of the eleftor and his fervants; yet 
is every fpark of patriotifm fo extinguifhed 
iji this country, that there is no expeftationof a> 
fhapge for the better ever being brought about. 
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. In many places on the road, the <mly mark of 
the cuftom-houfe is the great flick, which enforces 
payment. The poor people, who export the 
commodities of the country, are often compelled 
to go three miles out of the road t6 pay the tax. 
In (hort, the only difference betwixt the prac- 
tice of the ancient German nobility, who, even 
fo low down as the times of the Emperor Maxi- 
ifailian, ufed to rob the merchant on the road, or 
compel paflage-money from him ; and the pre- 
fent fyftem of uxation in the Palatinate is, that 
the old nobility did that at the hazard of their 
heads, which the government of the Palatinate 
^oes without danger, and without confcioufhefs 
of doing wrong. 

In order to give you a ftill better idea of the 
opconomy of this country, you mufl: know that 
there is a monopoly eftablifhed for the furnilhing 
of all the wood burnt not only in the city of Man- 
heim, but for fome miles round. This is not fuch 
a monopoly as that efl:abli{hed at Berlin, which 
you know rather helps the peafant to fell his wood, 
than otherwife. Here, a natural fon of the elfeftor, 
raifed by him to the dignity of count, having en* . 
tered into an agreement with the projector, pro- 
cured the patent which has enabled him to 
live magnificently at the expence of the country. 

ThQ 
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The adminiftration of this country is fuch, 
that it is really difgufting to me to pick out fpe- 
cimens of it to lay before you. Every thing that 
you have ever heard of the Jeparate government 
of priefts, miflxeffes, baftards, parvenusy pro- 
jectors, eunuchs, bankrupts, and the like, exifts 
in the Palatinate at one and the fame time^ I 
have fpoken with feveral minifters, who made 
no myftery of having bought their places. In- 
deed there are more inftances than one, of places 
having been put up at public audlion, in the an- 
tichambers of the miftxeflesr. One natural c6n- 
fequence of this is, the flagrant oppreflions of the 
little governors or cuftom-houfe officers, who 
are fo many Turkifh baftiaws, and are feared in 
their refpedive diftridts as the executioners of 
the vengeance of heaven. I had the honour to 
dine with one of thefe bafhaws. The company 
was large and fplendid. He and his numerous 
family abounded in rings, watches, lace, and 
every appendage of the moft extravagant luxury : 
we had twenty-four difties at dinner, and amongft 
the reft yoUng peacocks. The defert was of a 
piece with the reft, and every thing in the high- 
eft ton. Befides this, the man had a fnug 
ftable, magnificent carriage, and hounds, and 
yet his falary was not more than 2000 guilders, 
(Pr ^ool. a year. How he could keep up fuch 

R 4 4Jgi 
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an cftablifiiment on fuch a revenue^ would be^ 
no doubt, eafily learned from die poor peafants 
under him, if we could obtain their confidence^ 
With the rich peafants, a balhawof this kind is 
naturally upon good terms, i was (hewn a n^an, 
who, though he had been publicly baniflied 
£rom another part of the empire, for his infa- 
mous conduft, had, notwjthftanding, by follow- 
ing the turnings and windings of this place, 
raifed himfelf to a place, from whence he wa^. 
enabled to look down upon his enemies with 
contempt. . There is, indeed, no part of Ger-r 
many, in which adventurers of all forts are fo 
fure to make their fortunes as they are here. 
Provided they take care to put part of the booty 
into the eleftoral chefl, they are fure to live un- 
molelled. The loUo of Genoa, which, though 
decorated with a fmooth and fplendid name, is 
in fadt no more than a Pharaoh table, at which 
the date endeavours to cheat its fubjeds, thrives 
in no German foil fo well as in this. It harmo- 
nized too well with the reft of the fyftem of 
finance, not to be readily and eagerly adopted. 
I have fcen lottery-office propofals publilhed with 
the eleftor's privilege, and decorated with his 
arms, in which it is faid, that a lottery is the 
Jhortefi^ Jafefi^ and mofi becoming way, for a man 
to make his fortune. Now, every body knows, 

that 
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diat what advantage there Is in a game of this 
kind is only for the lich^ and that he who buys 
his thirty-twos and fixty-fourths is fure to be un- 
done. What muft we think, then, of a court, 
which ufes every trick and paltry artifice to entice 
its fubjeds to play a game, by which /i^y are furc 
to lofe, and fV m\aftgain at leaft 100 per cent.? 
It is true, indeed, that diere is fuch a lottery in 
every court in Germany ; but at none are fuch 
piean tricks as thefe made ufe of to induce the 
fulgedts to play. 

Thefe oppreflions, however, great as they 
fecm, are ftill nothing in comparifon of what the 
proteftants have to fuffer from the court. Ac- 
cording to repeated treaties, the eflablifhed re- 
ligion of the country fhould be the reformed; 
but notwithftanding this, the catholics have found 
means to grow powerful enough, not only to 
be at the head pf every thing themfelves, but 
to perfecute the proteftants in the mod infamous 
manner. For this purpofe they have received 
villains of every kind into their villages, to in* 
creafe the number of catholics ; they have dif^ 
pofTeflcd the proteftants of all places and pods 
whatever ; they have treated them with every 
kind of indignity ; nay, even in the courts of 
juflice, the moft fcandalous and infamous parti>» 
alities have taken place. And yet, fo are human 

affairs 
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affairs conduifked^ amidft this outrageous ty»- 
ranny, and whilft the emigrations to America 
have been fuch, that the Engliih know no other 
name for a German than that of Palatine^ this 
court has met with authors, both in and out of the 
country, to extol the wifdom of its councils : nay, 
would you think it ! although half the fubjcfts of 
the country are driven out of it, and the reft fb 
oppreffed, that they hardly know how to live in it, 
there is a college for teaching the feveral 
branches erf" political oeconomy fubfiftihg at Lau- 
fern, and projeftors innumerable ate fent t# 
Frankenthal to eftablilh manufa(9:ures ! 

That, notwithftanding the repeated and multi- 
farious vexations they are expofcd to, the far- 
mers of this country are ftill enabled to hold up 
their heads, is, no doubt, owing to the frequeiit 
emigrations. Thefe keep the price of land low, 
and enable the half who remain (for above half 
are driven out) to fubfift with a tolerable degree 
of comfort. 

Notwithftanding all the reputation which thte 
manufaftures of the Palatinate have gained, 
there is more Ihew than fubftance about them. 
All thofe of Frankenthal put together are not 
equal to fingle ones which might be naitied in 
Auftria, in Switzerland, at Berlin, and in feveral 
Oth^r countries. Excepting only the china ma-* 

nufeAory, 
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nufaftory, there is not a fingle one wliich em- 
ploys a hundred men, or has a capital of 100,000 
guilders. But here they call a place where three 
men and a few boys are making wafers, a wafer 
manufaSiory. In this fenfe, every taylor and 
Ihoemaker's fhop may pafs for a manufaftory. 
And yet they do not know how to prepare the pro- 
duce of the country for the internal confumptioa 
of it. The tobacco which grows in the Palati- 
nate is carried into Holland to be made, and 
brought back again for confumption. Another 
proof of the wifdom of this government, is, the 
difficulties it places in the way of the exports of 
its own fujbjefts. The city of Mentz, I have 
told you, fubfifts entirely by bread made in the 
Palatinate. Would you think that the court of 
Manheim, which, like all the other petty courts 
of Germany, is ever ready to quarrel with its 
neighbours, notwithftanding every treaty and 
feeming appearance of amity between them, 
wanted to force the inhabitants of Mentz to come 
und buy their food in the Palatinate ? Before 
this, the farmers carried it to the city mar- 
ket; but the court of Manheim eflablifhed 
weekly markets at Oppenhe im, and other 
places near the frontiers of Mentz. No doubt^ 
it would have been an advantage to the Pala- 
tines, had ftrangers thought the money to their 

markets. 
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markets^ and the Elefkor might have fet his own. 
prices on his commodity^ provided that Mentz 
and the Rhinegau had been fo entirely depen- 
dent upon him as not to have the poffibility of 
a fupply by any other means ; but as foon as the 
people of Mentz (aw themfelves ccxnpc^ed to 
pay more than they did before^ they opened an 
immediate trade with the rich com countries 
of the Wetterau, about Ufingen and Friedbcrg; 
the confequence of which was^ that die Palatines 
became the dupes of the caprices of their mailers^ 
and were compelled to carry their commodity 
into France and Switzerland^ with far more 
trouble^ and far lefs profit. As, however, 
none of the prcjefts of this court have any con- 
fiftency, the markets of Mentz have, within 
thefe few years paft, been vifited again. The 
cuftoms are no fmall hindrance to exportation. 
Manheim is a very regularly built pretty Irtde' 
city, containing about 25,000 inhabitants, of. 
which, iince the court refides at Mimich, it has loft 
about 2000. The Manheimers very much want the 
eleftor to refide with them, and leave Bavaria, 
which is at lead fifty times as large as the Palati- 
nate, to be governed by a deputy. They can- 
not yet underftand what it is their prince fees in' 
Munich, to give it the preference. Indeed they 
are fo confcious of the beauty of their own city, 

tkat 
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that they laugh in the face of any one who tells 
them there are finer places in the world than 
Manheim^ which, after all, it is doing too much 
honour to to call it a miniature of Turin or 
Berlin, and other towns. Indeed, if you except 
the dull regularity of it, Munich is a much finer 
city than Manheim, which has nothing worth 
feeing in it but the caftle, and church of the Je- 
fuits. Every thing elfe that is called fine here 
is fo Uttle and artificial, as to infpire a knowing 
eye only with difguft. But the Manheimers are 
altogether the proudeft people on earth. They 
have fo great an idea of the power and riches of 
their country, as not to fcruple to rank their 
prince with the greateft monarchs in the world- 
TJiey aflure you, with very ferious faces, diat if 
they had not been the friends of peace, and 
averfe to the (hedding of human blood, it would 
have been eafy for them to have taken poffeffion 
of Bavaria by force, notwithftanding all the pre- 
tenfions of the houfe of Auftria, Thefe ridicu- 
lous airs, no doubt, have arifen firom their being 
(brrounded by leffer ftates, and their eleftor 
being the firft of the fmaller princes : but their 
univerfal motto in every thing is, " Much 
*^ buftk for litde bufmefs." The love of plea- 
iure, too, is fb univerfal here, that a taylor's wife 
looks upon it as difgraceful to be &ithful to her 

hufband* 



254 TRAVELS THROUGH G£RMANTv 

hufband* This cliffipadon, and the love of drefd, 
has a very ftriking afpeft, when contrafted witjh 
the deep poverty that obtains throughout. The 
women of this place, are reqiarkably handfome, 
a^eable^ s^nd pleaiing* 

The government of the Palatinate is one of 
^e moft arbitrary in Germany. There are no 
itatesy and the privileges of the coinmunities 
are the jcft of the court* But here, more than in 
any other place in the world, you may be con- 
vinced that the nipftdefpotic prince in the wcMrld 
is the mod limited* The eleftor depe&ds on 
his loweft fervants, and is the dupe of all who 
ilirround hin^. . Every fubordinate minifter is a 
defpot in the fame manner,, as far as the fph^e 
of his power extends, fo that when afovereign has 
not fpirit enough to look into the details of go« 
vernment, or at leaft to rebuke his minifters, he 
is fure to find there is a confpiracy againil him and 
the country, whilft there is no body left to tell 
him the truth, or fay a word for the good caufe. 
It is impoffible for the elector to lay the firft 
ftone of a building, without being cheated in 
the moft fcandalous manner. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXVI. 

Cologiu 

IF God vouchfafes me life, brother, I will 
once more fail from Mentz hither ; for ne- 
ver ifl my life had I a plgafanter voyage* TIic 
fail on the Danube is fine^ but that on the Rhine 
far furpaffes it ; and indeed I know nothing to 
compare with this laft, but the fail on the lakes of 
Geneva or Zurich. My company was agreeable, 
and the yeffcl a far different kind of a thing 
from the miferable rafters on the Danube: ic 
had a mafi: and fails^ the deck had rails round it^ 
and there were windows and other furniture in 
the cabin. 

Aj&er having loft fight of the magnificent and 
laughing Rhinegau, we were carried through a 
narrow valley, entirely occupied by the Rhine, 
which opens under Bingen. The contrafl was 
extremely ftriking. The hills, which hang per- 
pendicularly over the Rhine> are fometimes co- 
vered with various greens, fometimes with 
naked ftoxies, and now and then with blue or 
white flates : tl^eir appearance, their flope, the 
different ai^d various culture which you fee every 

a^w an4 then upon them, together with the 

windings 
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irindings of the Rhine, change the profpeft al* 
moft every moment. Notwithftandihg the dif- 
advantag^us fituation b£ it, the banks of this 
irale are much more peopled, and much better 
cultivated, than any part of the Danube what- 
ever. You have a village almdl every three 
miles, and every hill is crowned with a caflfe^ 
formerly the habitation of fome German knight. 
The mofl pidurefque fancy can point nothing 
more romantic, than the fituation of thefe cities 
and villages. We had a Scotchman with us, 
who had come over land from the Eaft Indies* 
The man was like a madman. He found fome- 
thing like Scotland in every place we admired ; 
but on my aiking him what there was in his 
own country like the vineyards which we faw, 
he fwore that, as to thefe, their uniformity and 
dull regularity made them an unpleafing fight ; 
and obliged him to refr^ his eyes with a 
fight of the impending hills. I anfwered him 
only by bringing him a glafs of red Afinanns- 
haufer wine, which he found very drinkable. 
The fineft fpots in this romantic country are 
thofe about Bacharach and Kaub (which lie 
diredtly oppofite each other on different fides of 
the river), and thofe about St. Goar and Cob- 
lenz. The fituation of Bacharach is like the place 
itfelf, dark and tremendoufly beautiful. The 

hill. 
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•hill, at the front of which the little town lies, 
hangs direftly perpendicularly over it, and is, in 
part, covered with vineyards, which produce one 
of the beft Rhenifli wines. The fituation of 
Kaub is more open and more gay, and from 
the circumftance of the houfes being painted 
of a light white upon a deep green, contrafts 
very pleafingly with the wonderful black of 
Bacharack. In the midft of the Rhine, betwixt 
the two cities, on a rock which hardly rifes above 
the furface of the water, ftands a high, thick, folid 
tower, callcdthtPalatine. This, which as well as the 
two towns, belongs to the Eledtor, is generally 
looked upon by the common people, as the ori- 
. ginal feat of the family. You can conceive no- 
thing more fingular or ftriking in a landfcape^ 
than the fituation of this tower, when viewed from 
a certain diflance. 

The country about St. Goar is quite of a differ7 
. entkind. On the banks of the Rhine, on the right, 
and on one of the perpendicular hills, which are 
diftinguifhed by their majeftic appearance, there 
{lands an old caftle which they ftill keep up. The 
left fliore, on which the city ftands, is ftill more 
.perpendicular, but it is cultivated with fingular in- 
duftry. The vines are planted as at Rudefheim on 
a mimber of fmall afcendant terraces, which rife 
to a great height. The fpace betwixt the 

Vol. iir. S rock 
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rock and the ftream is fo narrow, that the inha<- 
bitants are fometimes compelled to build in^the 
rotk itfetf. Juft above the city there rifes majef- 
cically a fort called Rheinfels, which gave 
Its name to a branch of the houfe of Hefle-Caifel ; 
but fince the death of the pofleflbr, has fallen, 
with the country belongmg to it, to the head of 
that houfe. The town itfdf is very lively^ and 
fer the beft betwixt Bingcn and Coblentz, The 
inhabitants appear to be a very adive race of 
men. A little above the city, the ihort windings 
of the conftrained Rhine form a whirlpool, known 
by the name of St. Goar*s bank. Though no 
femarkabfy bad accidents ever happen here, we 
were wimefles to one, which fhews that it has not 
its name for nothing, as the whirlpool on the Da- 
nube has. A large veflel from Cologne happened 
to be going down the river with us. It had taken 
on board an old experienced pilots who, in the 
dangerous placd^^ flood very deep in the river. 
The horfes pulled very ftrong : on a fudden, the 
pilot was fo entirely borne down by the ftream^ 
that the veflel lay in aminute on xht other bank of 
the river, though this was a hundred and fifty 
paces diflant from the place it was going downi. 
By great good luck there was a wh^ry betwijct it 
and the rock, on which it fbiick, which pre* 

vented 
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vented it from receiving great damage. It was> 
however, obliged to be hoven off. 

About a mile above Coblentz, feveral old 
caftles and little towns, fituated at the top and 
bottom of thefe woods and hills, form very pleaf- 
ing views. At length you behold the little town 
of i^ahnftein, at the back of which there is a rough, 
tall mountain. Near the town, a gullet, through 
which the river Lahn runs into the Rhine, forms 
a very pleafing perfpeftive. The valley is ftill 
fo narrow as to be wholly occupied by the Rhine. 
As you approach towards Coblentz, it begins to 
widen to the left. At a diftance you fee a mag- 
nificent convent of Carthufian^ ; on a great hill, 
flxaight before you, the city ; and to the right, the 
fteep rock crowned by the fort of Ehrenbreit- 
ftein. At the foot of the hill is the majefti'c 
cafUe inhabited by the prince, and feveral mag* 
nificent buildings. The whole has an efFedt not 
to be defcribed. 

Coblentz is a very pretty, though fomewhat 
dead town, which contains about 12,000 inhabi- 
tants. The prefent mailer, a Saxon prince, and 
brother-in-law to the emperor, continues true to 
the old fyftem. He is exemplarily good, and I be- 
lievethatitis hisgoodnefs, much more than any po- 
litical views, which makes him fo attached to the 
papal fyftem of church government. In a voyage 

s z h^ 
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he lately made to Auglbourg, he carried his ve- 
neration for the pope fo far, as to throw himfelf 
on his knees before him in the public church* 
There alfo exifts a letter of his to his brother-in- 
law, in which he reproaches him in very feverc 
terms, for his intended projeft of reform, Thefe 
remonflxances were not, however, well received ; 
the emperor looked upon the holy father in a very 
different light from the good archbifhop. The 
latter, however, is upon the whole an excellent 
prince, nor does his piety, as thai of princes 
fometimes does, degenerate into indolence and 
weaknefs. 

This ecclefiaftic owes his advancement entirely 
to the emperor. He was firft recommended by 
him to the chapter of Luttich, who refiifed the 
recommendation with great harihnefs. The 
chapters of Mentz, Wurtzburgh, and Luttich, 
are the only ones in Germany, who endeavour to 
preferve their freedom of eledtion. Upon the 
refufal of Luttich, the emperor tried Treves, who 
made lefs difficulty. As eleftor, he has at leaft 
500,000, and as bifhop of Auglbourg, near 
200,000 guilders. Befides this, he is coadjutor 
of EUwangen, where, in time, he may expeft 
at leaft 8000 guilders more. Three fuch pieces 
of preferment would almoft make me think widi 

Bellarmine : « Only make me pope (faid a Ro- 

^^ man 
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** man patrician to one who wanted to convert 
" him), and I will be a Cliriftian !'* 

The country betwixt Coblentz and Cologne 
is very fine and very well peopled. There is a 
beautiful town near the latter. Newvied is quite 
new, regularly built, and full of indufby. The 
inhabitants enjoy not only a perfeA fireedom of 
religion, but an exemption from taxes, very fel- 
dom to be met with in Germany. The place is 
more particularly diftinguifhed as the refidence 
of a colony of Moravians. Juft over againft it, 
on the oppofite bank of the Rhine, lies the old 
town of Andernach, which, though not fo hand^ 
fome as Newvied, is extremely fliU of life, 
Bonn, the refidence of the eledtor of Cologne, 
is the largeft and handfomeft town betwixt Cob- 
lentz and Cologne. It contains 12,000 inhabi- 
tants. Till you come within two or three miles of 
Cologne, the banks of the Rhine have ftill hills, 
only the chains of hills are fofter than betwixt 
Coblentz and Mentz, and they are now and then 
broken by fmall plains ; but here the hills termi- 
nate to the right with feven large pyramids, 
called the feven hills. Thefe form a fine amphi- 
theatre, and on one of them there is an old caille. 
From hence to the German ocean, there are no 
more remarkable hills. Here likewife end tha 
dominions of the German Bacchus, 

S3 The 
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The whole ftrip of land from here to Mentz 
is one (^the richeft and beft peopled in all Ger- 
many. In this courfe of eighteen German miles^ 
they reckon twenty citiesj^ which lie on the banks 
<^the Rhinej and were moftof them known to 
the Romans. There (till remain figns enough ta 
prove, that thefe were ibme of the firft countries 
broke up. Neidier morafles nor heaths inter-, 
rupt the agriculture, which is carried on with 
great induftry, from the banks of the river to a 
great diflance up the country. Whilft many 
cafUes and dties, built in other parts of Germany, 
in the times of Charlemagne and his fucceflbrs, 
particularly under Henry the Firft, have been 
deftroyed, ihofc which were built in this country 
not only remain, but feveral frcfli opes have been 
added to them. 

• It is certainly true, that the natural fruitfulnefs 
of the country, and the facility of exportation by 
the Rhine, contributes in a great degree to this j 
but it is alfo owing to the nature of the govern- 
ment. In the three ecclefiaftical eleftorates, 
they know nothing of the heavy taxes under 
which the fubjefts of the temporal princes fo hea- K^^ 
vily groan. They have raifed tjie cuftoms very 
litde. No fpecies of flavcry is known here, 
There is no need of heavy taxes to portion out 

princefles. They have no pyergrqwi^ armies, 

nojf ' 
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xior do they fell the fons of their farmers to foreign 
powers, nor have they taken any part in the 
civil or foreign difturbances of Gennany. FroxQ. 
all thisit follows^that though they do not encourage 
arts and manufaftures fo much as they might do, 
^iculture has been carried to a height amongft 
them, which it has not reached in any other part 
of Germany. So true it is, that nature will do 
of herfelf all that laws and ads of parliament 
can produce, as foon as you remove the impedi- 
ments that Hand in the way* 

Theforeft of (hipsinthe port, and the numerous 
church fteeples, give Cologne a very magnificent 
appearance at adiflance; but it all vanifhes as foon 
as you fet foot within the gates. The flxeets and the 
inhabitants are alike dark and ugly. I had fcarce 
made my entry, when I niet with an event, which 
gave me no very high idea of the police of the 
place. On my landing from the veffel, they 
fent a foldier with me to the inn, to fcarch my 
baggage ; but we were hardly alone, when he 
told me how old he was, what a trouble it would 
be for hinqi to go to the inn, and in fhort offered 
to let me go where I pleafed, provided I would 
give him a few ftivers. This I eafily complied 
with ; but I had hardly got rid of him, when a 
p-oop of beggars affailed me, and followed me 
quit? tQ the inn. Here I piet with pother fpe-: 

? 4 cim«\ 
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cimen of the manners. The hoflefs was bargain-- 
ing with a dirty monk to fay a mafs for her. He 
aiked fourteen ftivers, and flie would give him 
only twelve. At length, when they had ftruck 
their bargain, and the prieft was gone his way, 
there came another, who had overheard all that 
had paffed, and offered the hoftefs, if (he woukJ 
be off, to fay a mafs for ten ftivers. By the next 
poft you fhall hear more from this city, which 
has an extraordinary appearance throughout. 
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Cologne* 

COLOGNE, brother, is in every refpedt . 
the uglieft town in all Germany ; there is 
not a fingle building worth feeing within its walls, 
which are nine miles in circumference ; moft of 
the houfesare fall ing to the ground; a great part of 
themftand quite empty; and?^s to the population^ 
I cannot give you a better idea of it, than by 
affuring you, upon my honour, that my land- 
lord, an officer of the city, with whom I have 
taken up my abode for two months, pays only 
fifty guilders a year for a very handfome, large 
houfe, with a court, ftables^ and a large garden, 
in one of tlie beft ftreetp in the city. Round 

the 
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die walls, which cnclofe the whole domain of the 
ilate, there are fome hundred farm houfes, which 
produce all the greens, together with as much 
butter, cheefe, and milk, as is ufed in the city. 
In many ftreets there is dung laying before the 
houfes on each fide. Many are fo empty, that 
you may walk in them for an hour, without fee- 
ing a Cngle human creature. The great fquare, 
or place, however, would, from its fize and the 
beautiful rows of lime trees in it, be one of 
the moft magnificent in the world, if it was not 
darkened by the half-fallen buildings about it. 

A third part of the inhabitants are privileged 
beggars, who form here a regular corporation : 
this is no fatire, as you may think it, but the 
fober truth ; they fit upon rows isf ftools placed 
in every church, and take precedence ac^ 
cording to their feniority : when the eldeft dies, 
his next neighbour takes his place. The old pco* 
pie, who belong to the fraternity, confider a place 
upon thefe ftools^ as a provifion for a fon^ or 
marriage-portion for a daughter. Many of 
them have (tools belonging to them in feveral 
churches, which they vifit alternately, on the 
days of the moft brilliant feftivals, and divide 
iafiflongft their heirs when they die. On the few 
days of the year on which there are no feftival% 

they difperfe about the city, and mol^ the paf- 

fcngers. 
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fcngsrs, with an infolence and rudcnefs not to be 
cofurcived. 

Another thhrd of the inhabitants arc eccle^ 
fiaftics. There are thirty^nine nunneries in this 
f)Iace> above twenty convents for men, and 
Ihore than twelve hofpitals ; beiides theft, the 
place is crouded with a motley race of nien, 
which are called Abbes ; but thefe are not as they 
are with us, the powdered fmirkis]^ ecdefiaftical 
beaux, who make parties with, the ladies, 
and attend at their levees; but rough, dirty 
clowns, befmeared all over with tobacco, who 
play for pence with the peaiants in public ale- 
hoiufes ; or after having faid mafs in the morning, 
run of errands, clean (hoes, or are porters, for 
the reft of the day. I have never {p£n the church 
in fo contemptible a ftate as it is here« 
There arc feveral ecclefiaftics who do not them-^ 
felves know what they are. I am acquainted with 
« canon, who makes 2000 guilders a year of his 
•ftall ; but has aflured nie himfelf, that he has 
neither faid mafs, ncM: feen . his church, for ^ 
twelvemonth. I met another of them in a coffee- 
'houfe, kept by a young woman, whoQi he lovedji 
but who was likewife courted by a merchant's 
clerk. The rivals having engaged in a gamQ 
at billiards, from words proceeded to blows^^ 
until the prebend was laid feirly under Vh^ ^ble, 
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When w(e had with fomc difficulty made peace, 
the clerk went his w^y, and now there followed 
pother extraordinary fcene. The canon had a 
pretty young man with him, whom he had 
lodged and boarded for fome time. He took 
it fo ill that this toad-eater had not taken 
his part, that after reproaching him with the 
favours he had conferred on him, he re* 
;i»ounced his friend(hip before us all. The 
part of pur abbes is played here by thefe 
reguliar canons, the Antonites, and the priefts 
of the order of Malta. You fee them about the 
ladles in all the great houfes. As to the nuns, 
there are four of them big with child at prefen^ 
^nd fix are immyred, for not having underftood 
tlae art of not being with (child. In the firft days 
pf my abod^ here^ the fon of a gentleman^ to 
whom I was recommended, took me with him 
%o SL nunnery to vifit his fifter. We found her 
with another friend in the fick room, where they 
^e allowed to receive vifits. In the firft quarter 
of B^ hour of the vifit, I difcovered that my 
£riend ^as not come to fee his fifter, and that her 
(riend^s diforder was not very dangerous. | 
found th^ fifter agreeable enough, not to be tired 
of hpr, whilft the brother w^ entertained by the 
friend. The next week the fifter was ill, and 
ike friend attended hf r t9 the l^fpital ; 0i^ grate- 
fully 
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folly returned the fevour the week after, and I 
(bon found that, let me ftay here as long as I 
pleafed, we (hould have vifits to make every 
week, till the whole circle of difeafes had been 
gone through by the nuns. 

The want of proper government is the caufe 
of the illimited freedom, which is enjoyed by 
the ecclefiaftics of this place. They live in the 
greateft anarchy ; for though they are properly 
{ubjeft to the controul of the archbiftiop of 
Cologne, the magiftracy of the place is jealous 
of the archbi(hop*s power, and will foffer none of 
his orders relating to difcipline to be carried into 
execution. Thus between the contention of the 
two powers, poor difcipline goes to the ground. 

The laft third of the inhabicaiifs confiRs of 
fome Patrician families, and of the merchants and 
mechanics,on whom the other two parts live. Upon 
the whole, Cologne is at leaft a century behind 
the reft of Germany, Bavaria itfelf not excepted; 
Bigotry, ill-manners, clowniftinefs, flotlifulnefs, 
are vifible every where, and the fpeech, drefs, 
flimiture of the houfes, every thing, in (hort, 
is fo different from what is fecn in the reft 
of Germany, that you conceive yourfelf in 
the middle of a colony of ftrangers. I do 
not mean to fay there are no exceptions, for 
I have been in fome houfes, the mafters of 
whieh are diftinguifhed for their tafte and 

elegant 
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elegant manner of living ; but the exceptions are 
indeed very few. 

It is owing to the government of the country, 
that this city is fo far behind the other dates of 
Germany. Together with die hatred of innovation 
common to all republics, and ufiial impatience 
and weaknefs of the magiftrate, the abfurd cor- 
poration fyftem prevails here with more force 
than in any other of the free imperial cities. I 
will only give you one inftance, by which you 
will fee how impoffible it is for this town ever to 
go on improving as the reft of Germany has done. 
A few years fince there fettled here a baker from 
the Palatinate, who, from the circumftance of 
the other bakers baking fuch bread as only an 
inhabitant of Cologne could eat, foon drove a 
thriving trade. Jealoufy of his good fortune 
foon brought his brethren of the company to his 
houfe, and they pulled down his oven. The affair 
was carried into a court of juftice. On the day 
it was to be determined, not only the company 
of bakers, but the other companies of barbers, 
taylors, (hoemakers, &c. affembled round the 
court-houfe, and fwore they would put an end 
to the magiftrates and magiftracy together, if, by 
their licentious decree, they allowed any rnan to 
bake better bread . than the odier gentlemen of 
the corps. The magiftracy knew its men, who 

on 
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on a former occaiion had hiiftled fbmeof them m 
the church-yard ; and admonilhed by die prece-* 
dentythey made this ipuited decree : ■ » ■■** That 
*^ whereas the audacious baker had taken upon 
*^ him to bake breads fuch as the reft of the 
^^ corporation did not bake^ he (hould build tip his 
•^ oven again at his own expence, and, for the 
•* future^ be cautious only to bake fiich bread 
^* as the town had been wont to feed upon.'* 

The obftinacy with which the fcveral corpo- 
fations of the place defend their privileges, the 
rudenefs of the common people, which fomc 
tove to decorate with the name of liberty, and 
the immoderate and unreftrained licentioufhefs 
which obtains univerfally, render Cologne very 
defervingofthe name of Little London, by which 
Ibme of its inhabitants love to diftinguifh 
it. Like the great London^ it is remarkable for 
the pride of the common people, and the info- 
lence with which they treat ftrangers. Having 
behaved rather impertinendy to their neighbours^ 
the Eleftor of Cologne, and the Eleftor Pala* 
tine, an attempt was made to reform them in the 
mofteffedualway, by cutting off their provifions* 
The magiftracy immediately difpatched meflen* 
gers to the emperor, to acquaint him that they 
were upon the point of being ftarved to death i 

and in the mean time, the burghers rubbed up 

their 
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dicir old fwords, and aflembling in crowds in 
the alehoufes^ and odier public places of the 
city, denounced death and vengeance c»i the 
cleftor. The emperor, out erf" pity, had th« 
mterdid taken off; and ever fince, the populace 
have exclaimed,—" We have brought the elec- 
*^ lot to reaibn : he was apprized of oui* intended 
** march, and has aded very wifely, in not al- 
*^ lowing matters to come to extremities I" Pre- 
ciiely in the ftyle of the canaille of London. 

A governing burgomafter of Cologne (there 
are fix of them, two of which gov«:n every year) 
Jbolds nearly the fame (late as the lord-mayor of 
JLondon* He wears a Roman toga, half black, 
half purple, a large Spanifh hat, Spaniih 
breeches, waiftcoat, &c. He has alio his lie- 
tors, who carry the fafccs before him, when he 
appears in his public charadter. In the lafl: war, 
one of our regiments defired to march through 
die city ; but it was oppofed, on the pretence 
that the King of Pruffia was their liege lord, in 
his capacity of Duke of Cleves, and Count of the 
Mark ; and they told the colonel, who deiired 
to have the gate opened to him, that they were 
determined to obferve a Rx\6t neutrality. It was 
in vain for him to remonflxate, that he was con- 
ducing auxiliary troops to the fervice of the em- 
peror, their fovereign lord. The gates were 

a kept 
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kept {huty and nothing lefs than the pleafure 
of having their houfes burned about their ears 
would content the mob of the place. However^ 
when the cannon was planted^ and ready to fire^ 
the council thought better of it, and, to the great 
mortification of the populace, determined w 
permit the pafiage. The commandant, as foon 
as he had got in, immediately made the bdft of 
his way to the hall, to remonftrate with the mayor, 
whom he found, in all the infignia of majefly, 
on his throne, encompafled with his liftors. As 
thefe, however, did not prevent a few remarks 
from being madejr the magiftrate immediately 
drew up, and ordering the liftors to raife the 
fafces, afked the colonel, " Whether he had a 
^* proper conception of the dignity of a Roman 
" burgomafter ? Or whether he knew, thit he 
^* reprefented the majefly of the Roman Cafars, 
'* and had only opened the door to him out of 
«* good will ?'* The officer, who had drawn up 
bis troops, with their bayonets fixed and firelocks 
primed, in the grand fquare, and was in full pof]- 
feffion of the city, could not abflain from 
laughing ; but as he already had the door in his 
hand, the only anfwer he made was, ** You are 
^* not quite right in your head V* 

The want of all police, a want which in this 
town conflitutes the eflence of liberty , brings hither 

from 
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from the Upper Rhine^ Weftphalia, the Impe- 
rial Netherlands, France, and Holland, vaft 
numbers of people who choofe to live incc^nito* 
There are very good focieties to be met with, 
made up of the better fort of thefe adventurers, 
numerous Pruflian and Imperial officers, the 
canons belonging to the foundations of the place, 
ibme patricians, and proteftant merchants. The 
briik navigation, particularly of the Dutch, for 
which this is the ftaple, which they dare not pais 
by, the low price of all the n^ceflaries of lifi:, the 
neighbourhood of Bonn, the total abience d£ 
the infupportable couit airs and infolence of the 
BoblelTe, which you meet with almoft in every 
other city, the wholefomenefs of the air, and the 
chearfiilnefs of the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing eledorate and dutchy of Berg, renders this 
a very agreeable abode to thofe who wifti to mix 
fomewhat of the country with the city life, not- 
withftanding the diiagreeable manners of the 
majority. This ferves the phibfophical c(b- 
ferver for matter of perpetual remarks, which he 
cannot make fo eafily any where elfe. Indeed, 
all the chara£ters cf middling life are here more 
ilrongly marked than in any other place I have 
ever been in. 

Thefe morofe and heavy people are equUay^ 
diftinguilhed from the reft of Europe, for their 
religious as well as for their political fuperftitiona. 

VOL. III. T The 
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. The republican pride gives a colouring- t6 
tvery thing done here, which cannot but highly 
intereft a friend of humanity, were it only to 
make him laugh; which, you know, was the 
ufe which Democritus of Abdcra made of his 
fellow'^citizens, to the no fmall advantage of his 
lungs. ^ 

The fuperftition of this little Lx)ndon fur-r 

pafles every thing of the kind you can imagine. 
They are not contented here with iingle faints, 
but muft have whole armies of them. A few 
days fince, I paid a vifit to the church of St. Ur- 
fula, where fhe lays, with her iiooo virgins. 
The walls and floor of the church are filled with 
coffins and bones. Though, as this holy prin* 
cefs lived in the time of the heptarchy, it be 
fomewhat difficult to conceive how fhe could get 
together iiooo virgins in her father's do- 
minions, a man who fhould attempt here to fub- 
traft a fingle one from the number, would run a- 
very great chance of being knocked on the head. 
Wonderful as this ftory is in itfeif, other wonders 
ve Iffpugbt in confirmation of it. Amongfl: 
die,rcfl, there is a monument which has a fmall 
coffin enclofed injt, and on which the following 
words are written : — " A natural child was buri- 
^' ed in this church with the virgins ; but innocent 
" as he was, they would not fuffer him to mix his 
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** bones with theirs, but drove him out again, 
** and there was a neceffity of burying him above 
*' ground.*' If you are not thoroughly verfed 
in the hiftory of thefe ladies, you will be, per- 
haps, glad to hear that authors do not quite 
agree in their accounts of them. The- Ita- 
lian legendaries, a jealous race of curs, where 
foreign miracles are concerned, think there is 
a zero too much in the infcription; others, 
that the princefs had a maid of honour called 
Undecimilla, who by fome blundering monks 
was changed into eleven thoufand. Here 
alfo lies interred in a church which bears 
his name. Saint Gereon, (not Geryon) with 
I aoo or 1 2000 (for they do not ftand for a cy- 
pher here in reckoning up faints) of his foldiers. 
One of the three Hermans who are the fubjedt 
of a wretched popular novel, alfo works wonders 
upon wonders here. Almoft every one of the 
2CO churches of this place has fome male or 
female faint belonging to it, on which the monks 
and beggars live. What delighted me moft 
in this way, were two wooden horfes painted 
white, which are looking out of a window in 
an old building of the new fquare. The hiftory 
of this monument was given me in the follow- 
ing terms : " A wealthy young woman was for- 
'* merly buried from this houfe, with very rich 
*^ ornaments, which the grjivc-digger having 
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«« obfcrvcd, he came in the night to rob the 
^* corpfc i hardly had the coffin been opened, 
** when the woman ftood op, and feizing the lan- 
^ tern, which the aftonifhed grave-digger drop- 
*« ped in his fright, walked direftly home with 
** it i (he knocked at the door -, the maid came 
** to the window, and alked who was there* 
^ Your miilrers, anfwered the other. The girl 
•*^ immediately ran with the meflfage to her 
•* matter, who not being perhaps pleafed to hear 
^' that his wife was come back again, cried out, 

* It b as impoflible for it to be my wife, as for 

* the two horfes to come out of the ftables, 

* run up into the garrets, and look out of the 

* window.* No Iboncr faid than donei the 
*' two nags immediately trotted up . ftairs, 
** and have remained at the window to this day/' 
The poor man had no remedy but to take 
back his wife, who lived fcven years with him 
after that, and wove a great quantity of linen, 
which, together with a fct of paintings, exhi- 
biting the whole ftory, is dill to be fecn in the 
neighbouring church. Unfortunately for the 
ftory, it iatold with precifely the fame circum-: 
ftance« m two other parts of Germany, only the 
Colognefe, who are in every thing diftinguifhed 
from the reft of the fons of men, have added 
the vifiblc and perpetual monument of the twq 
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horfes ; but this city i& very rich in fables of diit 
kind. 

It is not here as in the other dark parts of 
Germany, where fmall talcs only fcnrc for thr 
amufeoient of the idle ; no> no, the Colognefe 
are in downright ferious earned; they confider 
their country as the fpecial habitation of faints^ 
and the earth itfelf as holy> and are equally 
ready to beconie nnartyrs for the truth of the 
proportions^ or to make martyrs of any wh^ 
doubt them. 

Their bilious humour leads them to defend 
the whole with a degree of heat that almofl: turns 
their heads : whereas, in the other parts of Ger« 
many> there is fonnething romantic in all the 
ftories of the faints^ which correi^onds with 
the jovial turn of the people 5 fo every thing of 
the fort told here, is melancholy, crucl> or non^i 

« 

fenfical, like the relators. 

The priefts of the place, efpecially the monks, 
carry no better ftories than thefe with them into 
their pulpits ; nay, fome of my friends have af- 
fured me, that the whole morality of the con- 
fsflbrs refts upon them : thus, if a young man 
comes to confefs an aSair of gallantry, he ia 
immediately told, '* that the devil having caught 
*' a young man and young woman in bed toge- 
*' ther, wrung off the neck of the one, and plung- 
*' cd the other Into a lake nine times hotter than 
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" burning pitch." Of all the fcrmons I heard 
herCj the certain medium by which to judge of 
the morals of a people^ there was only.one^ by 
a Carmelite, that was not flat.nonfenfc. 

A neceflary confcquence of all this is, that 
the manners are more corrupted here than in 
any other place under the fun. , The churches 
themfelves are made places of rendezvous, 
where every kind of licentioufnefs is in part 
agreed upon, and in part carried into eSeffc. 

The evening fervices of the monks are like 
the evening walks in the fuburbs of Vienna, 
and every alehoufe round the place teems with 
adultery and fornication. If you happen to go 
into them on a holiday, you will commonly 
find the vifitors in fuch a date of drunkenneisj, 
as exafUy reminds you of the old Qermans and 
Scythians* 



LETTER l^XVIII, 

Cologne; 

ERETQFORE Cologne cpunted 
30,900 men bearing arms, and in the 
twelfth century it ftood a fiege againft the whole 
empire united. Her commerce was fo flourifli- 
ing, that flie was at the head of the Hans cities of 

the 
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the third order. Indeedj when we confider the 
many circumftances favourable to it, fuch as the 
fituation on one of the moft navigable rivers in 
the world, the (bores of which are coveted with 
inhabitants ; the ftaple, the republican form of 
government, the admirable roads which conneft 
it with all Germany, and various other circumi** 
dances j the greateft wonder of all the wonders 
of this wonderful city^ is how it can pofiibly 
have contrived to fall fo low : at prefent it does 
not contain more than 25,000 fouls. Their 
manufadtures are low. Save a fingle one of tOi- 
bacco, a few infigiiificant laces^ aind th^ 
pins ^hich ^c made by the wives and daugh* 
tcrsof the poor people, all fpirit of induftry U 
cffeftually fupprefled by monkery, and. the diC- 
Iblution of manners infeparable from it. Thofe 
who pafs for merchants are only brokers an4 
commiffioners, for thofe of Frarjcfort, Nuren- 
Jburg, Augfb\irgh, Strafburgh, Switzerland^ and 
other countries, E:{:cepting a few fmall bankers, 
there are hardly above to or 12 houfes> that 
have any thing like a folid commerce ; the obi- 
je6t of theft are 4rugs, from the fale of which 
a great deal of money is annually brought intft 
Germany ; wine, wrought and unwroughf iron, 
^from the mines of Naflau, which are the moft 
famous for the produ6tion of this metal, aft^r 
(hpfc of S.tyria and Carin^hia \ woqd from the 
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Upper Rlrine^ the Msune, and the Necker^ 
and a few ether lefs important articles. The 
greater part too of thefe very few merchants is 
made up cf French and Italians^ who far fur* 
pafs the nathres in underftandingy induftry> and 
frugalttf > and Riake up their fortunes on this 
never-failing capital. The moft folid commerce 
of all is in the hands of (bme dozens of ptx>-^ 
teftants^ who can neither obtain the privileges 
of citizensi nor yet the liberty to ferve God in 
their own way $ they go to church at Muhl- 
heim^ a pretty town iii the Palatinate, at fix 
miles diftance. Befides the manufafhires they 
^rt engaged in here, they hare concerns in fe» 
▼cral others in the Pruffian territory, and the Pa- 
latinate. 

When a ftranger objefts to the people of Co^ 
}ogne> their intolerance towards the moft ufeful 
part of the inhabitants of their city ; when he 
compares the ftupidity, barbarity, debauchery, 
and poverty of the citizens of the place, with 
the knowledge, induftry, frugality, and riches of 
the foreigners, they are not at all affefted with 
the juilice of thefe remarks, but turn them to 
their own advantage in the following manner : 
" Thefe heretics,'* fay they, ** are loft fouls; their 
*^ hearts^ are wrapt up in worldly poflellions, 
^^ which God vouchfafes them in order to ren- 
^ der their damnation the greater. God has 

*' evidently 
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•• evidently reprobated the rich in his holy writ, 
«' and their riches are the fagots which in another 
•• world will be piled up to burn them!" With 
opinions like thefe, which the monks hold forth 
from every pulpit, it is not to be wondered at, 
if the third part of the inhabitants of the city arc 
beggars. 

The numerous fliips which are always to be 
found in the ports of this city exhibit the moft 
difgraceful inftance of the manners of the peo- 
ple. There is hardly a river in Europe which is 
navigated fo high from its fource as the Rhine is 
in this place; the quay^which is above a mile long, 
is aloioil always filled with (hips ; but the goods 
on board, which according to the laws of the 
ftaple, fhould be loaded only on (hips belonging to 
Cologne or Mentz, almoft all belong to foreign 
merchants s of thefe the Dutch (hips are mo(t 
€on(iderable j they are diflinguilhed by the kind 
of magnificence and cleanlinefs peculiar to this 
people : they are at leaft one third longer than 
our common merchant (hips of two mafts, and 
carry from 150 to 180 tons j they are drawn by 
horfes, and can aUb occafionally ufe their fails 
at the fame time ; nor, in proportion to their 
freight, do they want above half the number of 
horfes which are ufed in the navigation of the 
Danube from the Ulm to Vienna. Theproprie^i 
tm% of theie (for a river) immenfc vclTels coim 
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mDnly live on board, even when they arc at 
Amfterdam or Rotterdam j to which laft city, 
unfavourable as their veiTels are for a fea na* 
vigation, on account of their length, fmall 
iieight and breadth, they often fail through the 
Texel when the wind is favourable. As long as 
they lie in this port, they treat their friends with 
all kinds of foreign wines, and a variety of re- 
freihments, after the Dutch manner. I have 
had many a jolly party in fuch veflels, where 
we have danced down the night. The (hips of 
this place, and thofe frcnn Mentz, which take 
goods in here for the Upper Rhine, are much 
fmaller than the Dutch ones. Many of thefe, 
however, are large enough to load 120 tons, or 
as much as a common two-maft ifaip. All 
thefe flups are built of oak, and according to 
the principles of fhips which go to fea, only with 
this difference^ that their length; is greater ia 
proportion to their depth or breadth* 

Nothing difplays the conftitution of the Ger-;. 
man empire in a better light, than the naviga- 
tion of the Rhine. Every prince, fo far as his 
domain on the banks reaches, confiders the 
Ihips that go by as the vefiels of foreigners, and 
loads them, without diftin&ion, with almdt 
intolerable taxes. They do not in the leaft 
confider, whether the comimodities which pafs 
by are the produce of Germany or other eoun- 
*' - tries^ 
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triesj and whether the empire will gain or lofe 
by them. On the contrary^ fome of the articles 
exported from Germany, fuch as wine, wood, 
&c. have greater taxes laid upon them, in pro* 
portion to their intrinfic value, than any foreign 
yirare. . Flourifhing as the ban^s of the Rhine 
now are, they would be ftill much richer 
if they belonged only to one mafter, and 
wefe gorerned according to the pnnciplea 
ef a found policy j as things now are, the ex- 
ports of the country are vifibly cramped by the 
nui^eroUs cuftom-houfe duties, fo as to make 
it almoft incredible how navigation ^an be {q 
great as it is/ 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 2% 
Germany was approaching near to the anarchy 
In which it in fa£t ftill continues, the princes 
of the Rhine, particularly the ecclefiaftical ones, 
either by force or flattery, compelled the Em- 
peror to give them fo many cuftoms as to make 
f very city a cuftom-houfe : originally all the 
cuftoms belonged to the Emperors^ but their 
want of men, money, and other fervices, com- 
pelled them to part with moft of them to pur- 
f hafc friends. Whilft the anarchy lafted, every 
pne took by force, what was not given him by 
free will; and at the peace, they found means 
^o preferve themfelves in the poffeffion of what 
they had ftole. l^h^ Emperor Albert had the 

idea 
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idea of endeavouring to recover them, but he 
was not fufficiently powerful for the undertake 
ing. 

In the fmall diftrift between Mentz and Cob^ 
lentz, which, with the windings of the river, 
hardly makes twcnty-feven miles, you don^t 
pay lefs than nine-tolls. Between Holland and 
Coblentz there are at leaft fixteen. Every one of 
thefe feldom produces lefs than twenty-five 
thoufand, and commonly thirty- thoufand guilds 
ers a year. In this eitimate I do not compre- 
hend a number of articles which pay toll in 
fpccic, and make a part of the pay rf the toll* 
gatherers. An old Englifh writer has ^ualU 
ficd thefe tolls of the German princes, which 
evidently contribute to the ruin of their coun- 
try, with the name of an incomprehenfible fury. 
It is, indeed, a very different method of pro- 
ceeding, from that of a government, which, 
inftead of putting dogs on the exports of the 
commodities of the country, gives premiums 
for them. It likewife often happens, that the 
temporary revenge of the neigh1x)uring princes, 
occafioned thefe unpatriotic tributes to be car- 
ried n\uch higher than the fettled eftimate. 
When the Eleftor Palatine made it difficult for 
the city of Mentz to export the corn of his 
country, the archbithop. endeavoured to rc^ 
venge bimfclf, by raifihg the toll of the grape 
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of the Palatinate, the tobacco, and the other 
produftions. On the other hand the ElcAor 
Palatine had reprifals made by his toll on the 
Lower Rhine, and revenged himfelf on the 
Mentz wines, which were carried to Holland. 
Every fpecies of chicanery, which hoftile powers 
can life towards each other, was made ufe of on 
this occafion. The town of Treves pofTefles 
the ftaple privilege on the Mofelle; there 
have been inftances of this ftaple being 
inoved from one place to another, in the fame 
principality, in order to hurt the ftaples of 
Mentz and Cologne, The eleftor of Treves took 
it into his head to move his ftaple from Treves to 
Coblcntz, where it was far more' profitable to 
himfelf, but infinitely prejudicial to the naviga- 
tion on the Rhine, and the exports from Holland. 
Fortunately the ftrong oppofition he met with 
from the court of Vienna did not allow him to 
carry his projeft into execution. The eternal 
difputes between thefe princes has occafioned 
feveral congrefTes, in which our court has been 
forced to take a part, on account of Alfatia, 
which fufFers infinitely by them. Every thing, 
however, that was agreed upon, only fervid 
for a new bone of contention ; and they muft be 
fuffered to cufFeach other, till fome ftronger pow- 
er arife, and cufF them all to pieces. A great 
revolution awaits thefe countries, when the arch- 
duke Maximilian is come to the government 
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ef Cologne^ and Munfter ; a revolution* bj 
which^ happen what may, it is hardly poffible 
that the country (hould lofe. 

The prefent government of the archbi(hop# 
rick of Cologne, and the bilhoprick of Munfler, 
is without a doubt, the mod adive, and moft 
enlightened of all the ecclefiaflical governments 
.of Gerqiany. The miniftry of the court of 
Bonn is excellently compofed ; and the bifliop* 
rick of .Munfter, befidesthe effeft which their 
Influence has on It, is happy in the patriotifin of 
the feveral members who compofe the aflemblies 
of its ftates^ The ecclefiaftics of both the coun- 
tries are a moft ftriking contrail to thofe of 
the city pf Cologne, for their great learning, and 
good manners. The cabinet of Bonn is Angularly 
happy in the eftablifhment pf feminaries of edu- 
catiop, the improvement of agriculture, and in- 
duftry, and the extirpation of every fpecies of 
monkery. The eledlorate of Cologne is worth 
about a million of Rhenifh guilders a year, or 
about a^ hundred thouiand pounds, and that of 
Munfler about a million, two hundreji thoufand 
guilders. With thefe two great principal- 
ities,^ the arcTiduke will alfo have the bi- 
fhoprick of Paderborne, worth about fix hun- 
dred thoufand guilders, or fix thoufand pounds 
a year. Some perfons are of opinion that 
even this, will not be thought fufficient, but 
that the Emperor has fo managed his matters, 

•'■* " • ■•■ 'witii 
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with the chapter of Liege, that forgetful of its 
ancient jealoufies, it will likewife choofe theaFch*^ 
duke for its grchbifliop, on the death of the pre* 
fent incumbent. This bifhoprick brings in at leaft 
one million, t^^'o hundred thoufand guilders, the 
grtateft part of which, however, like that of 
Munfter, goes into the cheft of the, ftates, the 
lock and keys of which, the prince's fingers are 
not fuffered to toijch. The prince with his income 
as matter of the Teutonic order, which amounts 
to at leaft four hundred thoufand guilders^ will 
have a revenue of four millions, four hundred 
thoufand guilders, which will make him the 
moft powerful ecclefiaftical prince in Ger- 
many. The fenfe of this made the Pruffian 
court, whofe dominions in Weftphalia will 
be in great jeopardy by this arrangement, 
make ftrong remonftrances at Bonn, and Mun- 
fter, againft the nomination of a coadjutor, but 
they were without efFedt. No doubt, but this 
elevation of a prince of the houfe of Auftria 
will be of fatal confequence to the balance of 
power of the empire. A branch of fuch a houfe, 
propped as it will be with all the power of the 
Low Countries, and fituated amidft a number of 
fmall principalities, partly occupied by the crea- 
tures of this houfe, would not only be very 
formidable to the greateft part of the empire, 
butalfo, under peculiar circumftances, to Holland 
itfelf. It would be able, efpecially if fupported 

by 
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by ibme fubfidies from Vienna^ to keep on toot 
an anny of twenty thoufand men^ to whidi if 
the imperial troops in the Netherlands were to 
be joined^ there would be an army of near fixty 
thouiand, ready to fpread terror and defolation 
far and near. In fbimer times, a bifhop of 
Munfter alone had it in his power to make Hol- 
land tremble. 
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LETTER LXIX. 



Afiifterdam« 

I Had intended to go from Cologne to Hol- 
land by the Rhine, and promifed myfelf 
great pleafure from the journey, but the King 
of Pruflia forbad the fport ; he fufFers nobody to 
go by water through the territory of Cleves, in 
order not to hurt his pofts by land, which are 
farmed. You are obliged to take the pofts on 
the frontiers, or at leaft to pay certain taxes, if 
you have a carriage of your own. " This,*' faid I 
to fome failors of Rotterdam who told me of it, 
" this," faid I, "is againft the law of nature, 
*^ againft the law of nations, againft the law of 
" hofpitality, and againft all the laws in. the 
" world/' " We have known that,'* anfwered 
they, ^^ long ago.'* 

As being prevented from going by water, I 
determined to fee as much of the country as was 
poffible by land, and for this purpofe partly on 
horfeback, partly on foot, and partly in the 
carriages of the country, I wandered over the 
feveral parts of Weftphalia belonging to the. 
king of Pruflia and the elector Palatine, entirely 
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indiffcrenc where the vifit (hall carry me, and 
following only the direftion of my nofc. 

The reward however was well worth the 
trouble I took for it, for tlie degree of cultivation, 
and riches far exceeded all ideas I had formed 
of them, and quite aftonifhed me. All the 
cities and villages abound in tradefpeople. 
Muhlheim, Elbcrfeld, Solingen, Sorft, Ham,' 
Duiiburg, Meurs, Wefel, Cleve, and fome 
other cities, have capital manufadtures in them. 
They make a great number of linens and wool- 
lens, fupply almoft all the country of the Upper 
Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, with whitt 
threads: they have befides manv^aftures <tf 
handkerchiefs, iilks, and cottons ; they preparii 
fteel and iron at Solingen, better dian in any 
other part of Europe, England alone excepted. 
Their commerce extends all over die Nether- 
lands, part of Franconia, and die whole etn* 
pire. 

This wonderful indii^^, united to the natural 
fertility of the country, renders thi^ one of the 
richeft, and moft remarkable parts of GemMmy ; 
a gentle adminiftration, and a fecurity againj^ 
defpotifm, derived from the ftates of die coun- 
try, contribute not a little to the happinefe which 
obtains. The inhabitants are chearful, hofpitable, 
and well mannered ; they may be quoted as a 

new 
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iicw inftance to be added to the mifnberlefs cHicS 
i have already given, of the little influence 
which religion has over the civil condition of 
men, when not attended with other local cir- 
cifflniftancc5. Though the proteftants in this 
circle arc fair from being fo enlightened, or fo 
tolerant, as thofe of their peHuafions in other 
countries, £^d though diey are much more ad- 
difted to fenfual enjoyments than their teethren 
of other palaces, they are^ riotwidiflanding, the 
moft induflxious* people, and the beft fubjefts 
that can be found ; nor does the bigotry of the 
cariiolics hurt the minufadure and agricultui'e 
of the country, their education only direfting it 
to foch objcfts, as have ho connection \^ith man- 
ners, or civil fociety. Every thing therefore in 
my opinion depends upon the habits amidft die 
i^hich men grow up. When once iriduflxy is 
habitual to a people, the moft abje6t fliperfti- 
tions will have no influence on their temporal fe- 
licity; the priefts thenifelves will render their 
fermons conformable to the manners of the 
country, nor will the monkifti theorifts them- 
felvcs be able to overturn them. There are as 
many legends in this country, as in Cologne, nor 
are the people lefs fond of proceflions and 
pilgrimages, and yet they are infinitely mOf fe 
induftrious, 'more frugal, and more wealthy 

V z than 
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tnan at Cologne. It is neither therefore the 
fault of the religion^ or fiiperftition, but of tht 
govemmeiit alone, that the people of Cologne 
arc fo debauched, and that the priefts of the 
plaee openly recommend debauchery, as a 
lopfe education has made their religion prejudi^ 
cial to them. The corporation fyftem, which 
more adtivity and clevernefs would h^ve made 
a bleffing to the country, is become the curfe of 
it. In a word, police, government, and execu- 
tive juftice are fubjedt under a weak adminiftra- 
tion to the fame abufes as government, nor is 
It the religion itfelf, but the abufes of it, which 
make it ever prejudicial to the flatc. . * 

The upper part of Wdlphalia, which lies at . 
a greater diftance from die Rhine, is not fo weli 
cultivated, and by nature much lefs produftive, 
than the country I am now fpeaking of : it i$ 
occupied by many heaths, and moraffes, which 
ior the moft part produce only turf, and in the 
better places dyers-wood. Some parts of the 
country, fuch as part of the dutchy of Minden, 
and mai-quifate of Tecklenburg, are remarkably 
well peopled, but this is compenfated by the ftrik- 
ing depopulation of fomc odiers ; many parts^ 
for inftance, of the bilhopricks of Munfter, Ofna^ 
burg, and Paderborn, the marquifate of Beithlejn, 
and fome domains in the eleftorate of Hanover^. 

With 
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With all this, this part of Weftphalia is the proper 
country of hemp and flax, which are fome of 
the richeft produfts of this country. T^he greateft 
part of the hemp and flax, which is manufeftured 
in the parts of Weftphalia about the Rhine, 
Holland, the Auftrian Netherlands, and the 
French Netherlands, comes from thi;5 part of 
the country. Befides this, there is a great part 
exported raw to England, Spain, Portugal, 
and America. Though thefe produdions arc 
found in great plenty in the other parts of Ger- 
many, particularly in the eleftorate of Hanover, 
the circle of Lower Saxony, Hefle, Waldeck, 
and Fulde, I queftion much, whether all the flax 
and hemp. of the other parts of Germany, taken 
together, are equivalent to the quantity found 
here. According to the eftimate of an inteU 
ligent friend of mine who lives at Munfter, the 
annual exports of raw and fpun flax and hemp, 
* out of the (ingle circle of Weftphalia, amount 
to five millions of Rhenifli guilders. I 
do not take into this account, the numerous 
manufadtories of thefe materials, which arc 
vconfumed in the parts of the circle of Weftphalia, 
about the Rhine, AH the flax and hemp, raw 
;^nd worked, exported out of all Weftphalia, 
tak^n together, muft at leaft be eftimated at 
feven million of guilders, or 700,000 pounds.— 

V 3 The 
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Tht finefl: 6»x and hemp grows in the ternt<ny 
of Bidefed and Kerooft. It alnxofl refembles 

When you ga out of Weftphalia, and enter 
ihc Mxitory of Holkod, it appears to you as go* 
ing out of a pig*fty into a fine garden. The 
country round Nimeguen efpecially is a (hiking 
^ontraft to what you iee in Weftphalia. I (haU 
fay nothing to.you of thenugnificence^ryniinetry^ 
and clea.nlinefs of the Dutch cities, nor of the 
numeioua and exp^aiive canals, the fides of 
which are for the moft part planted with fine 
rows of trees, nor of the numerous gardens* 
There aie dcfcriptions of ail thefe things in 
abundance. This magnificence, however, and 
regularity is tire&mo in the end. I at Leaft C3j^ 
not fland the tedious, uniformity of this country 
and its inhabitants. All the cities, villages, 
roads, and canals, are Co fimilar, that they appesu? 
copies of the felf &me individual picture. ' The 
country, indeed is only made to take a walk 
throu^; and^ without bufinefs, no mto of tafie 
will ftay in it long. With refpcA to real value 
alio, it is. only a frogged out beggar parading 
about; uk % rich, gown which he has flolen. The 
jPahtfinate, which is not more than one fifib <^ 
Holhmd^ is of. infinitely OKxre natural value. 

The 
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The inhabitants^ likewife^ taken lA genefal^ are 
<>nly well drefled beggars ; their riches do not 
belong to them^ for they rajoy dwm not ; they 
are only the g^aridiaiiB of their money. Whea 
you are invited to dinner by a man of middling 
rank, the magnificence of the difhes, the clean- 
linefs of the room you dine in, and the expen- 
fivenefs of the flirniture, make you exped: a 
princely meal ; but when the diflies are fet on, 
you find no more, nor lefs, than you would have 
at the table of a good Weftphalia peafant. All the 
merchants pafs the whole week in their count- 
ing-houfes, where ^hey gorge thenifelves with tea* 
They are fo intent upon their bufinefs, and fo 
entirely taken up with their fpeailations, that 
you may pufti their guts out almoft without dif- 
turbing them- On Saturdays they go to their 
expenfivc gardens, where they fpend the whole: 
of the Sunday, and enjoy themfelves juft as they 
do in their counting-houfes. I had occafion to 
viiit one of them in his garden ; he was taken 
up all the afternoon, in gathering fallad for hia 
fuppen Another (hut himfelf up, and fpent the 
whole Sunday in killing: flies in his fummer- 
houfe- Thefe, atxi fmoking tobacco, are their 
common amufement&in their hours of recreation* 
When they are in company, they fit a3 if they 
were pinned to their chairs, gape at each other, 
and every quarter of an hour converfe on 'the 

u 4 news 
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news of the day, which, of all the news publiffi- 
cd in Europe, is the moft piteous. This is 
the quinteflence of political nonfehfe ; and their 
ecclefiafkicks, who, to the (hame of the reforma- 
tion, are greater monks than the German capu- 
chins, will give you the quinteflence of the ^iri- 
tual. 'Were it not for the ftrangers, efpecially 
the officers, and fome of the nobility who have 
been polifhed by their voyages, there would not 
be a tolerable lociety to be met with throughout 
all Holland, 

• Their government, and police, is as extra- 
ordinary as the country, and every thing bears 
a tint of the inconverfible melancholy and nig- 
gardly humour of the natives. It is received as 
a common opinion here, that no difli of fifh, 
which you know is the moft ordinary produce of 
the country, is brought to table, which has not 
been paid for once to the feller, and fix times to 
the ftate. The fpirit of the inhabitants, which 
revolts at every idea of facrifice to the public 
good, compels the magiftrate to lay thefe heavy 
impofts upon the firft neceflaries of life. It is thefe 
heavy charges, as well as the aftonilhing tran- 
quillity of the inhabitants, which are the Caufes 
of the miferable living of this country. I will 
only give you one fpecimeri of their police, 
vhich extraordinary enough. A ftranger; 

who 
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who knows nothing of laws, and the cuftoms of 
the country, happens to fend his fiarant to a 
wine-merchant to buy a bottle of wine ; the mer- 
chant gives it the man, without telling him a 
word of his danger ; the fervant carries the bot- 
tle home open in his hand ; he is met by a 
conftablc, and afked where he bought it, 
which the other tells without difficulty ; but no 
fooner has he done fo, then he is arrefted, and, 
in due procefs of time, tried, and baniftied the 
country. Thus the poor fervant alone fuffers, 
and neither the matter who fent him, nor the 
merchant who fold the wine in retail, which, ac» 
cording to law, ought only to have been done 
by thofe who keep taverns, are at all puniihed* 
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Am&erdam* 

THIS> dear brodier> accordimg to the ge-^ 
nerally received opuuGHv^^^g^-^^^^^ coun* 
try is origiAally nothing more than &ndy broisghf 
downbytlu^ Rhine icxxn Switzerknd,and the up- 
per parts of Germany ; and fe^ mud, whicKthe 
north and weft winds have caufed the waves to 
hiing up. There is in no part of it any folid 
tarth, and as early as on the borders^ of the 
dutchy of Gleves, you: find the riioft -evident 
marks of this country's having been formed like 
the ^Egyptian Delta^ with this difference onlf , 
that the Nile yields a moft fruitful foil ; whereas, 
the Rhine carries nothing with it, but a hard 
fand. Parts of Brabant and Flanders have b^cn 
formed in like manner by the Scheld, the Maefe, 
and fome other rivers : there are notorious 
proofs of this. At a great diflance from the 
coaft, in Flanders, you find under the good earth, 
dry fand, and under this again, large layers of 
good earth, as if the rivers and fea had by turns, 
depofited their fand and their mud. The whole 
2 coaft 
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4boftft of GermaBy is of the fame kind^ as &r as 
liie £&e ; througbout all this d^ift there is no 
iblkl gcound > and as to rocks and hiUs^ nobodj 
thinks of them- 

Th^ fiwi forms boxindaries to herfclf, whidi 
&e neve^ paf&s^ but in cafes of extreme necef- 
fity* Her playful waves have made the downs 
which reach from Calais to the Texel, and which 
proced: tlg^ land which is in fome cafe lower 
^mn the homontal furface of the fea^ from hec 
devaftattoQs ; but^ when a north or north-wefl! 
wind turns, her from her natural good humour, 
into a fit of anger, flie overthrows in an inftant, 
ifih^9 ^i^ ^ ^^Ip of the neighbouring rivers, 
ftie has been building for many centuries. 

Even in the time of the Romans, the Y, 

mhich reaches from Amfterdam to the Texel, 

was Sdli felid land, watered to the eaft by the 

Yfiel, ai^d to the weft, as fome imagine, by the 

Rhine. lafome tempeft, the fea demolifhed the 

tiowns, which extend from the ntxthem coafi: of 

Friezeland, to the country dF the Texel ; the 

nvers, m. the mean time, having extended their 

Qioutbs in the fand^ which was their works, theri 

tenae at lejQigth an extraordmary flood, which 

9ai£ed the.rivecs^ and united with them to de*» 

iQxoy xht vhsle country. Since that time, butt 

particularl}^ fince tlu| independ^ce of die coun^* 
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try, it has been the conftant care, toreunice 
thefe fmall flrips of. land, which the flood left be? 
hind it, with the folid land, Thefe flxips arc 
commonly only fand banks, fome of which have 
been fenced with dykes, and joined to North 
Holland; others are embanking every day, as 
every ftrip of land, let it be ever fo barren, is of 
infinite value to the inhabitants* ' A fimilar pro- 
cefs has taken place betwixt Groningen and Elafl: 
. Friezeland, by the mouth of the Ems, The great 
bay of Dollar was originally formed by a power^ 
ful flood, fince which, a great part of thefea 
fwamp has been dammed in, and wonderfully 
cultivated/ But as fafl as they recover land on 
one fide, the fea revenges itfelf by fpreading on 
another. The fea of Haerlcm grows wider every 
day, and threatens to break the dykes betwixt 
Lcyden and Haerlem,.and make a perfedl iflancj 
of North Holland. In the . laft century the fea 
demolifhed a great part of the ifland- in .which 
Dordrecht is fituated, and fixty thoufand men 
perifhed by. this accident. 
•, Dreadful as the fea is to the main land of the 
Republic, fhe is ftill a more formidable enemy 
to'the iflands. which conflitute the .. province of 
Zealand ; but what {he executes on the con- 
tinent by violent ftorms,. fhe undertakes here by 

craft and cunning : mofl of thefe iflands are lowc? 

than 
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than the furface of the fea ; the inhabitants have, 
in confequence, attempted to fecure themfelves 
by veryexpenfive dykes; thefe dykes confift of 
large trees, which are joined together with large 
needles to prevent the kakerlak. 

The fea is perpetually undermining them, 
and waftiing the earth away from them by de- 
grees; in many places they are already quite 
naked. . This compels the inhabitants to build 
other walls behind their dams, which expefting 
the fame fate, mull in time leave the whole at the 
mercy of their enemy. 

Nor are the inhabitants of the middle of the 
country in a better (ituation : The territo- 
ries about Nimeguen and Arnheim, the moft 
beautiful- and moft fruitful in all Holland, will 
in time be fubdued by the Rhine. As it depofits 
immenfe fand banks in the middle of the coun- 
try, . in time it will be reftrained by them in its 
courfc, and compelled to open itfelf new ways. 
In many diftrifts about Betuve, the fand is already 
lo high, that at every fwell the river is driyen with 
a terrible hurricane to the oppofite (hore ; this 
will happen till it has finally broke itfelf a new 
bed, and covered with its waters all that is now 
ploughed land, or the fite of villages and hamlets. 
^^Nmc. Rbenus eft ubi T'roja /«i/.— The many 

.4 canals, 
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pmals, which 4xave been mack to rttSf^t 
part of the waters of thefc rivens, ire by 
HO means iufficieAt to break their f^rce. Thdr 
fandy particularly that of the Maefe> attumu- 
lates at their mouths and ftops them up ; nor do^ 
the divifion of the waters ferve for any other pur- 
pofc, than to'compcl them the more, in procefs of 
cime^ to overflow the middle of the country, for 
Virant of having fufficient ftrength to maintaki 
their old mouths. 

Thefe canals, and the abundant diggings 
of turf, entirely diveft this country, whixii is 
che fport of the Rhine^ the Made, and the fea, 
of all leciirity. In the dircft line betwixt 
Rotterdam and Amflerdam, there is dyke upon 
dyke ; all thefe hollows have been occaConed 
by the digging of the turf J moft of them arc 
fo deep, that it is impoffible to dfaw the waters 
of them into the cahals, which ore on a level 
with the furface of the fea. What a ruin will 
take place, if once the waters of the neighboiH-- 
ing rivers break in upon them, or endeavour to 
open a way through them ! In fliort, no Dutch*, 
man can promife his children a durable habita- 
tion, fave only the inhabitants of Guelderland, 
which is nothing but fand, and thofe of Oirer« 
Yffel and Drerithe, coiintries which Are almoft 
nothing but morafles and heaths, and through- 
out, the habitations of colds, catarrhs, ^and fevers. 

Turn 
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Turn W€ our tyes from the phy fical fituation df 
the country to its prefent political one, which is 
much woife. 

Many fuperficial writers of the b^ory of HcA- 
land have obferved, riisu: tJie republic was too 
young, and its coidHtittion not fuffieiently firm 
and folid ; b\2t this opinion has been controvert** 
ed fay a whole herd of Dutch writo^s, who havft 
brought the brilliant pam of their hiftory toihew^ 
how li^le their conftitution had ftpod m the way 
of their united ejtertions. The event, however, 
has contradidted ail the nonfenfe hitherM 
wrii?t^ x>n the fubjcft. The brilliant aftion» 
performed by the anceftors v£ diefc naen, were, 
'm part^ the ^ficft of a paoiotic enthufi^m, which 
neither i^^ ndr, by the nature of things, tan be, 
of long duration in a republic entirely commer- 
cial, and partly^ arofe from the benevolent and 
perlbnal influence of a demi-god of the houfi^ 
of NajSiu. Their operations were never the re* 
fult of a folid constitution, which keeps bodi^i 
in a regular degree of heat, and makes them bSl 
with unifcH-mity and alacrity. Even in the courfe 
ef the war, in which the Republic figured 
amon^ the firft powers of Europe, it frequently 
expezienced, that the diiferent members of 

the 
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the body were not well cc»npafte4 and conheded 
togedier. 

The cnthufiafm of the inhabitants, the preflurc 
of circumflances, and the aftonifhing aftivity of 
(bme princes of Holland, could do wonders, and 
raife the Republic above itfelf, fo long as the 
othex powers of Europe were not entirely form- 
ed, and did not know the whole of their ftrength; 
but fince thefe times, the latter have taken un- 
commonly large ftrides, and the Republic has 
gone back, as it muil continue to do, for .want 
of afufEcient degree of internal ftrength. Ii\ 

chofe wars, in which the force of the Republic 
(hone fo bright at fea, there was no naval power 
of Europe which poifefied above thirty (hips of 
the line ; the greateft force the Englifh could 
pppofe, confilled of twenty, and in the moit 
bloody engagements betwixt the two nations, 
there were hardly ever . more . than twelve, or 
iixteen on a fide : the fleets were, . for the rndft* 
part, made up of frigates, and other lefler craft. 

Thefe times are now long gone by ; Great 
Britain has a hundred and four (hips of the line, 
befides frigates- If by exorbitant taxes, the Rcr 
public could even build a formidable . navy, it 
would be impoffible for it ever to man them. 
According to the lifts of the admiralty, there 
are to be fixty fliips of the line, with a propor- 
tionable 
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tionable number of frigates ready for the fcr- 
vice of theenfuing year; but at this very, moment^ 
that they have but fixteen fhips> there is a cry 
for failors in every corner. The pay^ it is true^ 
has been doubled, and projefts have been given 
in to make ufe of part of the land troops in the 
fea-fervice ; go, however^ where you will, you 
meet with nothing.but failors,' who exprefe their 
abhorrence and deteftation of the fervice. 

Far from its being able to (bine as a firil-rate 
power, it wiU be neceflary for the Republic to 
exert every nerve, if it means to hold rank even^ 
amongft the fecond order of naval powers in. 
Europe. In order to do this, the inhabitants 
mud becomie patriotic enough to contribute 
largely, even in time of peace^ to the neceffities 
bf the ftate^ which is as poor as they are rich. 
The India Company, whofe adminiftration is 
ftill more miferable than, that of the EngliCh ; 
and which, incredible as it is, is loaded with, 
debt by the robbery of its fervants,- and the in- 
tereftednefs of the propfrieto^rs^ muft be entirely, 
fuppreffed^ and its poffeffions governed by the 
Republic ; the land troops, a miferable jed upon 
armies, and of which die Swifs and Dutch alone 
deferve the name of foldiers, muft be entirely 
difbanded, and their immenfe pay employed in 
the fervice of the navy. When all this is done, 
VOL. III. X poffibly 
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p6fkbiy the St^t m^y be ih i iitmtion to keep 
up i conftant n^ty cf fifi/ dr fij^ty ikipsof lite 

HM; but in the l^efefAt fb^ <X thttgs^ evett if 
iht fifty 6t fi^y fi^pd tlMt artf ^^Mifed eoul J 
bi gdt tift^y^ ehe beft (hi^ thfitt e6Ult§ be done 
#kb {tttibi yki^ be to ftiU thtfm dire£^ to the 
AeigbbmifriAg ^wef €f £t>ra{>e^ whieb would 
^Te m6ft; the Re|yublk i^if bs^ neither 
(fa:engtb.«ft6ugh to k^p tbei^ maiiMd rad iii s 
fttte ef ftJrvice ftt- ft editfft of yeas, nor good 
«ill aiid power encmg^ to prefenre tfaefti at the 
^tid 6f the war ; they tmift of courie rot again in 
t fbort time. As the Repiiblic has made con- 
4uefb ftbrdad^ the defeilte of which, in the 
^efent ttsne^, hit ftirpifles her po#er ; {be has the 
g6od WiH iihd je^Ioufy of h^ neigKbdurs to thank, 
^r ftiH eohtitming in poffeffioli of them* 

But fmall ai the rcfburcc* ef the Republic 
appear to be. When cottfidcrcd with regard to 
Ae prefent political fyftem of Etnopc, the con- 
ftitntioh of the country does not allotv her to 
ftiakc all the ufe of them Aey mig^t be put to* 
Not dnly a}>roa4 but in Hcilland itielf^ the Re^ 
public pafTes for a coi^ederacy of ie ven, or, tak^ 
jtfg in tbetoumy of Drertthey of eight f6Tereigns; 
Nothing can be falfer than this eftimate ; there 
are a greater number of independent flates in 
HoUand than in Switzerland, or the whole Ger- 
man 
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maa empire; axid whatever aj>pearance$« may 
ipeak d\a contcary, the bond off union ist much 
Oxoa^jco in thcfe laft countries, than it is in. 
HoUand^. Every; city^ every country, of this SLe*- 
public is 2L free fbtte ; the membecs of every, 
province fliould in4eed be> only the reprefisnta* 
ti ves o£ the ftates of a country, as they fomierly. 
wece ; but th^ are in iaSt become true Aates, 
acciM-ding ta their tides. The States GeneraJb 
ape n^ r^re&ntatives of feven or eight £>v&* 
reigns^ but only the refults of thedeliberations o£ 
iVMty ftatea^ v4iich ai?e united by a fpecial bond, 
andcalltheni^elvesaproyince. The cities of Ani- 
fterdam, B^ocxerdom^ Leyden^ and many others^ 
have, during this war, not only very frequently^ 
forgot the provincial judicature, which, with 
the other ftates of (he province, they haveeredted 
as a kind^ff cmgrefSy but have behaved as if they 
were in every re%e& independent; I fay, as a 
kind^ of Cmgpefji^ lor thak they are no fupcriQt! 
mbunat> but only the members of a cong;refsA 
who, in particular ca&s, pofleTs the higheft au- 
ihority^ i% evident' from feveial affiurs haviiptg 
been i^emoved frogi thisjudiicature, to the partii* 
c^lai^ ones of each city. All the tribimak oi 
HaUand mull be lodced upon as Cqngre£fes of 
diflrereM fovereigns, who can difunite at plea-? 
fure^ £vQn> the council of waj(,^«^emii^ht ^ 

X 2 important 
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important as it is, is of the fame kind. Tbe 
iliftrids ofOftergo, Weftergo, the SevenWoodsia 
Frieiland, &c. although only properly bailiwicks, 
are at this inftant occupied in feparating entirely 
from the provincial aflembly, and erefting their 
own tribunals «i dernier refari^ among themfelves* 
In feveral rcprefentations which they have made 
to the Stadtholder in their own names, and with* 
out the participatioa or advice of the other ftates 
of their country, they diredly call thenrfelves 
fovereigns. The affemblies of the States Ge- 
neral themfelves are nojihing lefs than a body 
reprefenting one independent fovereigp. The 
members of it, though conftantly together, are 
no more dian ambafladors for the moment, who 
muft inform their refpedtive provinces of every 
event that falls out, and diredt their deliberations 
by the wifdom of the multitude in thefe. 

Immenfe as the anarchy appears in the con- 
texture of the whole, it is ftill greater in each 
fingle ftate and diftrift. There the colliiion of 
oppofitc interefls, the variety of fpirits and hu- 
mours, and theclownilh ftupidity of the common 
burghers, allow the demagogues' to make their 
advantage of every thing that falls out. Each 
particular government is the theatre of ever-con- 
tending fadions, . the heads of which have no 

thought wiutcver, but of. their 9wn privatpjnr 
r . - . , 1 tereft. 
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tcreflb This war has furnifhed innumerable 
inftances of protedion afforded by faftion to the 
greateft criminals. Here, in Amfterdam, there are 
four or five houfes, who can do exaftly what they 
pleafe ; whilft the public is deluded by falfe news, 
venal journalifts, and every fpecies of political 
decepuont In proportion as the ,one city gets 
more from England, or the other more from 
France, they become entiftly French or Eng- 
lifli, without any attention, whatever to the well- 
being of die whole. The intereft of thofe cities 
which fubfiftby navigation is altogether different 
from that of thofe on the main land, which de- 
pend only on agriculture and induftry. As the 
nobitity look entirely to the Stadtholder for ad- 
vancement, for the feme reafon the burghers arc 
conftaiitiy united againft him, and fo the war 
betwixt theqi is endlefs. The confcioufnefs of 
the difad vantages which the ftate muft fuffer from 
thefe controverfies^in cafes where concord and afti- 
vity ^e neceffarj'', are the reafons why the Dutch 
iave never been able to do without the Stadi- 
holdeiihip, as they have frequently wifhcd to 
do : but though diey have got it, the evil genius 
of the Republic has always contrived to render 
it of no ufe in thofe very cafes where it was cal- 
culated to do the moft good. As in time pf war 
the fpirits of men are moft heated, and people 

X 3 are 
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aite^pt to fee thiiigs in ^ fiiUe lighu in lekiek 

their own '^ffiehs thr the- ^o(s <»£ -itiSbion ^f^^psi€^ 

:rfmt liiem ; it •has always hafipencd> t&ac ^^dse 

*time pitchdd tipon tO'Ctirlxifae;p€hfei< of.tlieStadN 

holder, has been that in %hidi alone the-^e&c- 

■tenfion oftbe'didatonal^power raigjht have been 

of fenrice to tke oountry! ; the odtifequ^nee it, 

that the ReptsUic bdars^I 'the' iMfflhen, '^khout 

enjoying any df the convemenotfs ^of f the oftee. 

Itisabfolutely ridiculous to-hear^Midio rei(d?alUke 

reproaGhtelvhieh''are friade to'the SMltholdetaj;, 

-tentirdiy trifia^ iixxn - fooltfix Aifpiaioif^, dr-dte 

iaUe'rie^ports ef tiiterc^itfd ^demi^gues. Wert 

'the people^cool ^kiO^gh to«fee ^jjigs^ in rthe *r/|ght 

• point' of vi6w, fber^ are fevefal^^yfieatand'mopal 

•conjliderations foUy" fuffioient to m&e- th^^m^-co^, 

exckfive of the. perfoilal qoalides ^of tkeipntfent 

Stadtholder. -At one timc^ hcis repcoached- witli 

his fecirt tindoflatidiBg '%yith the Cotirt bf -^St. 

James's ; at another, they fappofethat he^wsHits 

the abfdkite donilmon over ^ his comitry. It is 

-certidn, tfaatthe prince vofhes^to^be-'upon good 

teiimswidi Eti^md, butlie isMrttharefw elaiti ga i i H ft: 

to the country from which: he derfirosttheigreatdS; 

part of hb ftipport : his iviflies lin-^tkis ed|>^ 

-were iiidi as the beft interdEb^^of ihcrRaptebHc 

didated, and Ms objedb^msriapiititdttilaftfttna- 

:tion to: prcferve the :Aeutrality ; but ^dic ?pe«pie 

4 were 



TRJlVEU THaOV»fl OnMAS^Vf ^l 

been coiopc^d ^§> fi»^iff» ^ 4Jps ^pt;hf rs ; jth^ 
confequdures of 'i^ch> ii^ w^piakl, ^^ k b^eit 
pofiftde^ kutepoevemed. Lmg Hfyr^ ^ jbr^ch, 
j;ie ifiqpri;(f»t^ t9 ^e Sft^tes Geo^i:^! i^jije yrgent 

forces hy rfea ^d ^and ; ibyt hi$ xjcqipqftrMf:i:^. 
W5re .y9iin, ^ 4ic onjy eflfeO: ^(Kiucgcl bj thienri 
has beea, .tiwt npw, iU-difppfe4 p^m> rpy^e 
tfassEUfelv^ oa iuiQ^ aad^tiheX^ppfBrunTwick, 
who .|)as ^otie fji$ yngi;atefi4 Republic fpecial 
feiyicc, fQrrtbe|gQQdA4vipe A^ They are 

the mi^rtyi^ ^of truth-^and by what means c^ 
th^ ^riftce pofl3?fe bictf^tf pf the govecument of 
tiu^ £4ep)^iic ? Wjth twenty-el^ht thqufand of thp 
j«rotqbcd<ft foJdkrs in ,the world^ who, if you 
except the x^w thouf^nd S.wifs ajnd G^rnn^ns^ 
weiuotreqwl tp thp Mkipg pf Aipfter^iar^. And 
fvippofing him tp ipec.ail Hqlland, what w;pyld 
he be the better for it^whsn.he had 4pnp ? I^rance, 
JEqgUn4> ;M«lp.ven,dic Dutch Eaft i;odia Com* 
fWiy^ jvould.tak^ gare to j)revenj: Iwi from pof- 
feigng JMwfolfpf jpjy jwt pf the for^gn domi- 
iwqs, Xte Wh^ XQP, would leave ^ land in 
.whi<:hvtherc^w^^s .^p Ipiiger any liberty, accord* 
.ing tp.thcir,ootiftns,Qf it, an4 betake tbeiafelves 
to JBiigland pr .America;; tbe.ei^ts and ir.duftrjr 
nrpiilfl'Of pQurfpipon fp^pw, a^id the prmcp 

^ 4 would 



311 TftAVBLS THftOVGH OEMUAVr. 

would jK>t h&ve enough left to defend himf^olf 
i^inft the fea, the riyen, and the frogs. 

The jealoufy which the natives entertain for 
the numerous German princes and nobles, whic^ 
were employed by the prince, and his right )umd, 
the Duke of Brunfwick, in die army, contributed 
much,' no doubt, to leflen his authority; \mt 
without thefe ftrangers the land ftrvice could not 
have been put upon a refpc6table footing. As to 
the natives, the faftions which eternally fubfifl 
among them ftand in the way of all fubordina- 
tion, regularity, and military difcipline ; every 
flripling belonging to ^ demagogue of Amflter- 
^am or Rotterdam confiders himfelf as a par- 
ticle of the fovereignty : it would furnifh endlefs 
food for fatire, to recount how many irregularities 
m the fervice arife from this (ingle caufe. — ^Eveil 
on the Swifs, who are {o averfe^ to any kind of 
nobility, this treatment'of the Prince and th? 
Duke has had no good efTeft, 

The evil, however, which really undermines 
the Stadtholder{hi|i^ lies much (deeper. It is the 
fame which brought Charles to the block and 
Cromwell to the proteftorate; which raifed the 
whigs, and was fo Jong the objeft of Swiffc's fa* 
tire. It is generally imagined, that it was the 
American revolution which raifed the republican 
1 pirit, which fo fuddenly poflTeffed *the Dutch ; 

5 but 
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)but it had long been in them, and only Arpt till 
^wak^ned by the prefent war. The xefonnedy 
whofe opinions are fo fiivoui;able tp democracy^ 
and the Memnonites, who publicly preach the 
equality of mankindy but treat all who ftand 
in their way without pity, are the real inftniments 
which oppr^s the 3f adtholder. Thefe enthuliafis 
are ^without cQmparifi>n the richef^ pepple in the 
republic ; they are alfo the moft numerous part 
of the inhabitant of Tome of the greateO: cities, 
for inftance, of Haerlem. The fiuns, which 
thefe advocates £of the natural equality of man^ 
kind have lent pu; for many years pail at fix, 
eight, and even tpn per cent, to the poor no* 
tility, have made the latter entirely dependant 
upon them. The confequf nee of this is, that 
though their religious o{»iiions will not allow 
(hem to take any part in the gpvernment of the 
Itate^ their fi^ret influence |s inexpreffibly great. 
Thefe hypocrites, who confider it as a fin to 
wear metal buckles or buttpi^, l)ut will ufe every 
fpecies of meannefs p i^l their purfes with the 
ducats pf honeft mrn, have ufurped fuch a 
power,^ as to (hre^tef^ the very near down&ll of 
the Stadtholder, d^e pnly bond of union which 
fubfifts in the republic. The heads of the Dutch 
ptiob are filled with every kind of nonfenfe, which 
fhefe pretended faints can fuggeR;.-^As (hey 
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kiie>rtlutttffaeStadthiidgr wasJoo^ftngiyiflg^too 
gMd^heuted^ and if tthe timh be tcdd, ha^ 
too licde ^experienoetc^ makie headagaioft a mbb 
himklf.; tthe(fiift:thing thcf'did ims to f^rocxne 
tiie ibaoffimient iof :the aome, ideiernaimedy Mul 
ftnbbnm IBKike xif 'Bmnfwick. His rum livw the 
foeludetx) the ruln.ofitke 'Staddioldery whom no*- 
fiung cancpoffihly ikveibut a fpeedy peace^ J^ihish 
will leduoe thefe republioms to their former (Sn< 
Hftivity* 

^It'is enough^ this war has^awn t|)e>rqiiibiiie 
to Europe inall her tiakednefs ; lit faasrbeen made . 
evident^ that (he has norfdlid ^ccnxftttiition^ uml, 
m iht vt& of the £uK>peftn povKors xnam ftand^ 
ftrengthr'enough to ^make iber /Fs^pcSaklc as a 
friend^ or formidable 'as .an ^exuemy. 'JSatjhw* 
ftxmi years fiiewas >entiielytfbi^. iDurii^tiiiis 
peri^, theavarice of indvridualsttifledteiveryidfia; 
both pf her former 'jpower and <the public igood* 
Hei^ neighbours, in the me^i >tiiney acqi^ed 
great? ftrength ; at , length the Englifh gave : her ^ 
kidk'on the-breec^h^ and 'wafecd iher 6ut^f>faer 
lleep : v^hep (he had opened bertttyts lOndcfben 
how far the was gone 'bockwaidsi ihedfbmx.tp 
fii^e «a»nends>for hervnegligence; IbutiiSl her 
^dferts were littfebctter than gifimasces, tskd <miy 
4cxp(rfcd her to the dcrifiga of tbe.wwld . 

LETTER 
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SIN CE this town has been made a free port, 
the trade of it has very much increafed ; ic 
is, however, much to be feared, that after the 
war it will relapfe into its former infignificancj, 
AH the Ei^lifli, who are hd:e, cry out on thfrdan- 
^erous. entrance* into the haven, by flormy north-* 
jiorth-^weft And wefterly winds, the namow^bafini^ 
and the want of mai^y other con veniencies. 

The 'fituation of Antwetp woiild have .beoa 
m»fk -more advantageous fbr.the:advancement 
4>ftssd4, hut theJDutch have locked up the mc^ufih 
«f ihe^Sciield. Their forts not only govsrix tbe 
river, as they (hould do according to treatf* 
hut th^y kave literally ft9pped.up thermouth^ it. 
SuAkea^ihips; filled withitones, .immenfe .dykes 
nfJkow, .paUiiadpes, and other things .of the 
iciad, Jbarely cleave roomcno\^|;h.fQ£JhuU boats 
togOkby. Twenty^miUioi»ro£gui]de(s.wouldjiot 
beeoopgh,. in OKenty, year$, .taxemov^ the: injipe* 
dimentk which the.Sutdi.have UidJarthe.Mray of 

thajtradexpf.Mtw:q|>. 

There 
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There is no want of gold in Brabant and Flan** 
dcrs. AAtwerp, Bruflels, Ghent, and Bruges, 
arc ftill filled with the treafures which were 
amafied, 'when thefe towns were what England 
and Holland now are* The burgeffes of thefe 
cities Jiave a fhare in all the great undertakings, 
and loans of the neighbouring nations. Their 
commerce of exchange is immenfe, probably in- 
Hirance is not fo fafe among the Dutch them- 
felves as it is here. Antwerp is one of the moft 
famous places of infurance in the world. — In the 
laft Bavarian war, the court of Vienna, having 
Herermined to raife a loan in thefe countries, were 
aftonifhed at the quicknefs with which the money 
was raifed ; but the inhabitants of Ghent and 
Antwerp let the regency know, that if there was 
occafion for three or four times as much, it w%uld 
be as eafily procured. Ever fmce that time the 
court feems to know the value of its pofleflions in 
the Netherlands. 

' Notwithftanding this, the induftry in thefe 
countries is upon the whole very diflfer^nt from 
what it was. The heirs of thofe treafures, which 
"were accumulated between the twelfth and fix- 
tecnth centuries, erideavour to make money of 
them in the eafieft way ; nor is their way of liv- 
ing calculated to improve them to the utmoft. 
They are the moft extraordinary compound of 

llothfulnelg 
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ilothfulnefs and induflry, (lupidity and acutcnefs, 
adivity and cowardlinefs, goodnefs of h^ait and 
treachery, that can well be conceived. Ah.Eng-- 
lillunan once (aid of them, ^' They have the^im-^ 
*^ pudence of the French, without their pleafant- 
'^ ry; the pride and bigotry of the Spaniards^ 
"without their fenfe of honour j the ferocity 
*' and harflincfs of the Dujch, without their 
^^ punctuality ; the debauchery of the Germans, 
^* without their integrity ; and as to their j^odies, 
** they are blocks, from which the carver at- 
^' tempted to make Englifhmen, but could not 
*^ cut them out." The.pidure is in general 
juft, as thefe inhabitants of the Netherlands arc 
an aifemblage of all thefe nations. — But what 
they are moft confpicuous for, is want of honour. 
You muft have agreements in writing in all the 
common tranfaftions of life. You are in danger 
of being firft overcharged, and then carried into 
a court of juftice by every workman of whom 
you befpeak a piece of work, if you do not put 
down your agreement in black and white. 

With refpeft to their bodies, they, and the 
Saxons, are the moft like the Germ.ans defcribed 
by Tacitus : their bodies are of a very unwieldy 
make, ^nd ad impetum valida. What, too^ Taci- 
jus fays of the old Germans, that they can bear 
jieither hunger, nor thirft,. nor heat, nor cold, 

nor 
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Irapmi^ amm idkef; a^e aceountttd goovi pai^* 
tiSuis, btt apr never put to» regular ftrvkse widih» 
our eaueiB g nMefidty . 11iey> haw» an^ entscmo 
i fcl ke g r ep c e of cBfeipBnct^ andlooit upo» k aa a 
^bwe pMftifllmaiit to hr fubjeft tc^tiie^fe^ of 
4ie ftrvic^ If tilftip robberies and m^nwi^Ags 
are not oiFeiflooked) diey de not laft ar cwipaign. 
In fltorr^ it hoiAy in z&i&R diat they fbew t&cm^ 
lePre^ at al$ {^Idkps. 

S^iiT, Italy, and Pornigal* excepted, tHere is 
no country fo overloaded witit monks as the 
Aoffaian Nedierhnds t diere arc in many towns 
ferty or fifty convents; feveral prelaturcs arc 
irorth 200,000 guilders, 2000L per amt. If yoa 
fividc the mcomcof the country fnto four parts, 
one will be found to belong to the priefthood, 
one to the nobilky, one to the fovereign, and one 
to the people. Thir bigotry and intolerance 
of the inhabitants is beyond all deftrripeion, and 
is a marvellous contraft to the cocraptioa of their 
manners. 

The nobility of thb country are extremely 
tich, and live in a very high ftyle. Bruffek is one 
of the mod beantifiil and moft brilliant dties in . 
Europe. It has loft a great deal by the death of 
Prince Charks, who fpent 700,000 guilders %. 
year in die city, and wfaoTe lofi has not been ffitde 

up 
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Up for, by tk^GeconomkalDuke of S^xe-Tefckei^. 
1 liffve not firea any where a &ie» place than th€ 
Iftf ge market-place of d^il ciey ; aK the he^ales 
in k arfs built m a ilyfe and? wkh a degree df 
magmficence that you haitffjr fee any ^^here mrt 
^f Italy, You meet here with excellent com- 
pany, who are not difficult of accefs to a ftafanger. 
Thepe stte feveral elubs, after the mafiner of the 
Englifli, where you find the greateft freedom 
and good humour. One c^ the beft of thefe con- 
fifts of the Duke of Areaberg, Mr. Hopp, the 
Dutch miniiler, (a man in general efteem On 
Account of his knowledge and good qualities) 
our minifter, fome of the nobility of the place, 
and fbme Englifb. No man can become a 
member but by ballot. The room in which they 
meet commands a very fine view of the public 
w^lks, on one fide of which it ftands. The 
club meets twice a week : a member has the 
privilege of introducing ftrangers, almoft with- 
out -any difficulty. Linguet was a member of 
this chib. The fubfcription is four louis-d'ors 
each member, ftr five inonths ; for this they 
have a fumptuoas table ; the wiiie is paid for 
feparate. There are fevcgral other lefiTer aflbcia- 
tions of this kind in Btuflels ; nor have I njet 
Ivith a place in which this appendage of refined 
life and manner! was better ian4etilood thaiiit is 

here. 



51^ TRAVSLS THftOirOd OBRMAKt# 

hete. Since the Ei^lKh have come fo much t& 
Qftend^ and the Court of Vienna has flattered 
ifaetn with the hopes of making a peace for them, 
every thing in Bruflels is become Elnglifii; 
they ride, play, hunt, and eat, a* /' Angloije^ 
and all thefocieties are become clubs. The town 
at leaft has loft nothing by this. 

The Duke of Saxe-Tefchen, the governor^ 
livtt very quiedy with his wife ; he (hews him- 
ielf not to be a lover of large companies or ex^ 
pence, notwidiftanding that he has an income of 
4,000,000 imperial guilders,or 4oooLper annum. 
The Archdutchefs feldom (hews herfelf with the 
externals of imperial magnificence ; her princi- 
ples on this point are much the fame as thofp of 
her hu(band ; her favourite amufement is Jiunt* 
ing ; there are few perfons that are better hands 
at (hooting flying than (he is ; (he has had a 
wonderful education, as well as her other (ifters. 
Her hu(band too does honour to the Imperial 
Court by his principles of government. 

There is no province in the hereditary domi- 
nions of the Houfe of Auftria, fkt ftates of which 
have preferved a d^ee of refped equal to that 
which thofe of the Netherlands ftill po(refs ; I 
imagine that it is the affluence in which the bur- 
gefTeslive that has made them prefcrve fentiments 
of liberty, which you look for in vain in Hun- 



TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. ^Zl 

gary ; then, their intercfts have rendered the no-* 
bility entirely dependant on the court ; the want 
of large cities too muft have very much lightened 
the trouble of the Imperial Court, when it found 
itfelf compelled to undermine the privil^es of 
the flates of Hungary, Even in Lombardy, the 
power of the nobility proved a weak dam againft 
the power of the court. But this power the 
common Burgers are at all times intercfted in 
leffening, as they have more to give and lefs 
to expeft from the court than the other members 
of the ftate. The diftance of the Imperial 
refidence, ind the example of Holland, which 
the Court of Vienna has perpetually before its 
eyes, will, no doubt, have contributed fome- 
tliing towards keeping up the old conftitution 
of this country. 

Singular are the events which take place in 
this earth of ours. The revolution which made 
Holland a free commonwealth, broke out 
in the Aioftrian Netherlands. Whilft every 
thing here wa$ already in motion, die Dutch 
thought not in the leaft of making themfelves 
free. Nor would they ever have been fo by 
their own exertions, as evdn in the earlieft times 
of the republic they announced the flothful- 
nefs which ftill renders them remarkable. It 
was only fuch a Angular genius as the Prince of 

VOL. HI. y Orange, 
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.Qnnge^ who could have fecurcd them the free 
dom which they feemcd to have no defire of for 
themfeives. But fee how matters have ended ; ' 
ireligioti took the prefent provinces of Auftria 
from an imdercaking to which they had firfl: 
bid their hands, and now they are made 
ufe oi to oppreis Holland* What a coiitra* 
4iAio|i ! 



I. E T 
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Oltcnd. 

'"1^0 morrow, brother, I (hall fail for England; 
JL but before I go, permit me to take one 
general review of the whole. 

Germany, taking in Silefia, is at leaft one fifth 
larger than France, It contains about twelve 
thouiand fquarc miles. The foil is very dif- 
ferent, in different parts, A great part of it 
however is produftive to a degree which, France 
and Italy only excepted, is not to be found in 
any other country in our part of the world. The 
immenfe mafles of rock in the fouthern parts 
of the circles of Auftria and Bavaria, and the 
fands of the north, which almoft comprehend 
the whole circles of Lower Saxony, Branden- 
burg, Pomerania, the Laufitz, and the north 
of Weftphalia, are not, it is true, capable of 
fuch cultivation, as the upper parts of Germany; 
but this would be a great advantage if once 
the intcrefts of the whole were common. The 
mountains of the South contain almoft every 

Y 2 kind 
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kind of metal in prodigious quantities, and 
in the grcatcft perfedbion, and the fandy places 
of the North, together with the bed wood for 
building (hips, furnilh hemp, flax, and wool, in 
great abundance. 

Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia, the archdutchy 
of Auftria, Bavaria, Suabia, the countries about 
the Rhine, the Auftrian Netherlands, arid thoft 
parts of the circle of Upper Saxony, which are 
not in the poflcffion of the King of. Pruflia, 
produce corn, catde, wiiie, and all the firft 
neccfl[aries of life, in fuch plenty as not only 
to be fufEcient for the fupply of all Germany, 
but even for great exportations. — In a word, 
Germany is the only country in Europe, which 
is independent of all the world, for a fup-r 
ply of all the neceflaries and conveniences 
which a large and flourifhing ftate requires, or 
which a great power (lands in need of for its de- 
fence. France is deficient in w^ood, cattle, 
(particularly horfes) the moft neceflfary metals, 
and linen ; and Ruflia is obliged to import wine, 
wood, horfes for hard fervice, and various other 
articles ; but Germany has every thing which 
thefe two very rich, and, in many refpefts, very 
different countries produce, and a great fuper* 
fluity of ;«rhat they want befides^ 

4 The 
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The laft mentioned and beft provinces of Ger- 
many, contain about 6400 Iquare miles. To 
judge of the population you muft reckon 2500 
men for every fquare mile ; at leaft a variety 
of different eftimates agree in this; and if 
Bavaria, Heffc, and. fome other countries fall 
Ibmewhat below this calculation, others, aS 
Auftxia, Wirtemberg, the Netherlands, and dif- 
ferent parts of the circle of Upper Saxony, go 
beyond it. TMs part of Germany contains 
alfo about fixteen million of inhabitants. 

The other part contains about 5600 fquare 
miles. It is difficult to eftimate the population of 
this part. Some countries, as for inftance Upper 
Auftria, have 2000 fouls in every fquare mile* 
Magdeburgh, Halberftadt, Minden, Bninfwick, 
Hilderiheim, and many others have 2500. On 
the other hand, the Hanoverian dominions, Bran- 
denburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, and 
many others, have not more than 1 000 men in 
every fquare mile. It is my opinion that in 
order to eftimate the population of this part of 
Germany, you muft reckon 1 700 men, for every 
fquare mile, which will give 9,500,000 for thi* 
part, and make the whole 25,500,000. In his 
treatife de la Litterature Alltmandey the King 
of Pniffia reckons 26,000,000 for the whole 
country, an eftimate which appears to me to 

come 
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come neareft to the truth. The manifefto 
which the EmpreTs of Ruffia prefenfitd to the 
court of Vienna^ on account of the h& diC- 
turbances about Bavaria^ contains thcCb re- 
markable words. '^ It is the buiinefs of all the 
^ powers of Europe to fee, that the balance of 
** Germany be not difturbcd, for if it be, the 
^* ftrength of the country and its fituarion will 
" enable it to difturb the peace of all Europe.'' 
This is an undeniable truth ; France and Italy 
are the only countries which can vie with Gar- 
many in population. 

This extenfive country has not yet nearly ar- 
rived at the degree of cultivation of which it is 
capable, not even at that of France. The 
peace of Hubertfburger, is the xra of its culti- 
vation,; agriculture and induftry have been uni- 
vcrfal ever fince that period! 

Germany has taken much larger, and quicker 
ftrides to cultivation, than any other European 
power. It at once exerted all its flrength to 
fill up the gaps which had been nwde in it by 
the deftrudive war of thirty years. The very 
partition of the country into fo many ftates, pre- 
judicial as it is to the exertion of power for the 
purpofe of foreign conquefts, has been of advan- 
tage to the internal cultivation. At prefent the 
^ft princes ii^ Germany contend with each 

other 
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Other who (hall make the heft improvements in 
tl>e adminiftration of juftice, in education, and 
police, and who ftiall do moft for the promotion 
of indufliy and commerce, with as much eager- 
jiefs, as they formerly contended who (hould 
be foremoft in pomp and idle magnificence. 
No where is there fo thorough a convidtion 
of the value of men and their different occu- 
pations, and no where is there fo great a ftir 
made to improve them for the advantage of 
the whole as in Germany. With refpedt to 
Jegiflation and the true interefts of a country, 
there has been a benevolent light fpread in mdft 
parts of diis empire, which does pot only, as in 
France, point out the gaps, but encourages the 
princes and their fervants to fill them up. 
Without a doubt, Germany, as well as the reft 
of Europe, is much indebted to the King of 
Pruflia, the firft pradlical philofopher, who, in 
modern times, has been feen on the throne. 
It was he who began the glorious revolution, 
which has made fuch changes in Germany dur- 
ing the laft twenty years ; he taught his neigh- 
bours that the intereft of princes and their fub- 
jefts are the fame ; he began to take off the veil 
which was thrown over adminifbration ; finally, 
he fubdued the little tyrants amongft the priefts 

and 
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and nobility, who fattened on the fuhftance of* 
the citizen and peafant. Military as his govern- 
ment may appear to you fuperficial obfervers, 
it is to this military government, and the imi- 
tations of it in other countries, that Germany is 
indebted for a peace of twenty years, which (he 
had not known for many centuries before, and 
in the courfe of which (he firft began to feel 
what fhe really was. Perfeft legiflation, with- 
out a doubt, is the fummit of all human attain- 
ments; (he alone can make us happy; fhe 
alone produces fociable men, and eftimates the 
value of them ; and how proud ought not Ger- 
many to be of Frederick, Jofeph, and Catha- 
rine, three legiflative geniuflfes exifting together 
at the fame period, the like to whom many cen- 
turies feldom produce one. 

The peculiar turn of the Germans feems to be 
for philofophy ; they are diftinguifhed from all 
the nations in Europe, for cool and juft judg- 
ments, united with extreme indufby ; they were 
the firft who threw a light on mathematics and 
general phyficsj next they darted through 
theology, then hiftory, and finally, legiflation, 
with the fame philofophical fpirit. — They will 
do well to leave to other nations the prize of 
wit, for which they will always contend in 
vain. 

If 
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If Germany could make itfelf one great peo- 
ple; if it was united under one governor; if 
the prefent interefts of a fingle prince were not 
often in oppofition to the good of the whole ; if 
all the members were fo well compacted into 
one body, that the fuperfiuous fap of the one 
could circulate and invigorate the reft, what 
much greater fteps towards cultivation would the 
empire then make ! But then Germany would 
give laws to all Europe. How powerful, as 
things even now are, are the two houfes of Auf 
ftria and Brandenburg, the greatnefs of whofc 
ftrength corififts in their German poffeffions, 
and who yet neither poflefs the half nor even 
the beft parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fuch a fituation as that no burthen- 
fome excife fhould opprefs the internal com- 
merce of the different provinces ; no cuftoms 
fhould prohibit exports all over the world; in 
fuch a fituation as that the immenfe fums that it 
gives for outlandifli commodities, which itfelf 
can furnifti, ftiould be fpared — or that it could 
become a naval power, for which it has fuch ports 
and fuch plenty of provifions, that it could itfelf 
employ the numerous colonies it fends out to 
the reft of Europe: — conceive this — what country 
jn the world could then cope with Germany ? 

The 
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The charafter of men depends for the moft 
part on their government. The tharafter of the 
Gennans has in general as little brilliancy in it 
as the conftitution of the empire ; they have none 
of the national pride ancf patriotifin by which 
the Britons, Spaniards, and oibt own countrymen 
arc diftinguifl"ied, fond as their poets have 
been, for fome time paft, of afcribing thcfe qua- 
lities to them. Their pride and patriotic fend- 
ments only extend to the part of Germany in 
which they are born ; to the reft of their coun* 
trymcn they are ftrange as to any ftrangers, nay, 
in (cveral parts of Germany, they are much 
fonder of ftrangers than they are of their own 
countrymen. It is the fenfe of weaknefs of the 
Icfler powers of Germany which damps dieir na* 
tional pride ; it is only becaufe Germany cannot 
nfe its power altogether, and that other nations 
feel their flxength, that it has been defpifed by the 
inhabitants of other countries, who yet have no- 
thing to boaft above it, fave a fafter bond of 
union among themfelves, or a ridiculous pride. 
We feldom judge of men from their inner worth, 
fo much as from the external appearance they 
make in the world. We eftimate the Ruffians, 
Englifli, &c. according to the idea we have 
uken-up of the whole nation ; and though the 

indiyidimi 
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individual may happen to be, as he crften is, ten 
times more barbarous than a German, we give 
him credit for the fame and worth of his illuf- 
trious countrymen. 

Though the charafter of the Germans be not 
fo brilliant as that of other nations, ftill it is not 
deftitute of its peculiar excellencies. The Ger- 
man IS the man of the world. He lives under every 
iky, and conquers every natural obftacle to his 
happinefs. His induftry is inexhauftible. Po- 
land, Hungary, Ruiflia, the Englifli and Dbtch 
colonies, are much indebted to German emi- 
grants. Even the firft ftates in Europe owe to 
Gennany great part of their knowledge. Rec- 
titude is alfo an almoft univerfal charafter- 
iftic of the people of this country ; nor arc the 
manners of the peafants and thofe of the inhabi- 
tants of the leffer cities, by any means fo corrupt 
as thofe of France and other countries ; it is 
owing to tliis that, notwithftanding the great 
emigrations, the country is ftill fo well peopled. 
To conclude, frugality on the fide of the Pro- 
teftants, and franknefs and goodheartednefs on 
the fide of the Catholics, are brilliant national 
charafteriftics. 
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